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Note from the Editor 

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glo¬ 
ries to Sri Sri Guru and Gauranga! For the plea¬ 
sure of the dear devotees of Gauranga 
Mahaprabhu we are offering this humble bindu, 
a drop from the ocean of nectarean hari-kathd, 
as a service to the vaisnava community. If we re¬ 
ceive the blessings of guru and Krishna we will 
make this a bi-monthly offering. Many devotees 
have appreciated Sri Krishna-kathamrta magazine 
but would like to see it published more often. 
We have found ourselves unable to satisfy this 
request. It is hoped these regular drops of krsna- 
kathd will at least partially satisfy the devotees. 

In this dreadful material world we are al¬ 
ways being put into dificulties. The living enti¬ 
ties here are forever searching out newer and 
newer methods by which they can mitigate 
their suffering and attain happiness. We follow 
the profound and simple advice of His Divine 
Grace Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur 
who said, "There is no shortage of anything in 
this world save and except Krishna conscious¬ 
ness." Similarly, his dear disciple Srila A.C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada has written: 

It is essential for persons who are actually liber¬ 
ated to hear about the pastimes of Krishna. That 
is the supreme relishable subject matter for one 
in the liberated state. Also, if persons who are 

Continued on page 2 


Nourishing the Devotees 

Srila A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada 

Now we have got so many 
students and so many 
temples but I am fearful that 
if we expand too much in 
this way we shall become 
weakened and gradually the whole thing 
will become lost. Just like milk. We may thin 
it more and more with water for cheating 
the customer, but in the end it will cease to 
be any longer milk. Better to boil the milk 
now very vigorously and make it thick and 
sweet. That is the best process. So let us 
concentrate on training our devotees very 
thoroughly in the knowledge of Krishna 
Consciousness from our books, from tapes, 
by discussing always, and in so many ways 
instruct them in the right propositions. 

— Letter to Hamsaduta 

Now I want that we shall concentrate on 
making our devotees Krishna conscious and 
ourselves becoming Krishna conscious, and 
not be so much concerned with expanding 
ourselves widely but without any spiritual 
content. Just like boiling the milk, it becomes 
thicker and sweeter. Now do like that, boil 
the milk. — Letter to Rupanuga # 
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Note from the Editor continued: 

trying to be liberated hear such narrations... then 
their path of liberation becomes very clear. ...Lord 
Chaitanya has therefore advised His followers that 
their business is to propagate krsna-katha. 

In keeping with these desires of our previ¬ 
ous dcdnjas, the purpose of this magazine is sim¬ 
ply to propagate krsna-katha. As in the larger 
Sri Krishna-kathamrta, this little version will also 
present topics from our ongoing research into 
the history, holy places and literature of the 
Gaudiya Vaishnava tradition, especially as 
found in Orissa. We will consider our efforts suc¬ 
cessful if this publication is a source of inspira¬ 
tion for the preachers of Krishna consciousness 
to continue their efforts to push on Lord 
Chaitanya's movement# 

The Holy Name is Everything 

Srila Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

ataeva nama matra vaisnavera dharma 
name prasphutita hay a rupa, guna, karma 

Chanting the holy name is the prime religious activ¬ 
ity of a vaisnava. From the holy name gradually blos¬ 
som the Lord's form, qualities and pastimes . 1 

krsna-ndma cintamani anadi cinmaya 
yei krsna, sei nama — eka-tattva lwya 

Lord Krishna's name is like an eternal and transcen¬ 
dental touchstone. Krishna and His name are identi¬ 
cal; They are one and the same absolute truth . 2 

ndmera smarana am nama-sankirtana 
ei matra dharma jlva karibe palana 3 

This is the only dharma in Kali-yuga: chant¬ 
ing the holy name and thinking of the holy name. 
Only this. This is the one dharma the jlvas in Kali- 
yuga should perform. In all the Vedas it has been 
said, harindma-sara, the holy name is the essence. 

hare nama barer nama barer ndmaiva kevalam 
kalan nasty eva nasty eva nasty eva gatir anyatha 

In this age of quarrel and hypocrisy, the only 
means of deliverance is the chanting of the Holy 
Names of the Lord. There is no other way. There 
is no other way. There is no other way . 4 

Pdibe paramd priti ananda apdra 5 — by chanting 
this Holy name of Krishna: 

hare krsna hare krsna, krsna krsna hare hare 
hare rdma hare rdma, rdma rdma hare hare 
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you'll get extreme pleasure, supreme pleasure. 

veda punah bale, "yata mukti mahajana 
paravyome sada kare nama-samklrtana 

Again the Vedas say that all the liberated mahajanas, 
always chant Hare Krishna in the spiritual sky . 6 

Yei krsna, sei nama — eka-tattva haya — there is no 
difference between the name of Krishna and Krishna 
Himself — 'bhinnatvan ndma-ndminoh. 7 Cintamani 
means desire. Whatever you desire the name will 
give you. Krsna-ndma cintamani anadi cinmaya — the 
holy name is spiritual, transcendental, and without 
beginning or end— amdir bdir govindah sarva-kdrana- 
kdranam . 8 There is no difference between the name 
of Krishna and Krishna Himself, and especially in 
Kali yuga Krishna has incarnated Himself in the form 
of his holy name. No other incarnation is there in 
Kali-yuga. He is ndma-avatdra. 

kali-kale nama-rupe krsna-avatdra 
nama haite haya sarva-jagat-nistara 

In this Age of Kali, the holy name of the Lord, the 
Hare Krishna maha-mantra, is the incarnation of 
Lord Krishna. Simply by chanting the holy name 
one associates with the Lord directly. Anyone who 
does this is certainly delivered . 9 

nama vinu kali-kale ndhi dra dharma 
sarva-mantra-sdra nama, ei sdstra-marma 

In this Age of Kali there is no religious principle 
other than the chanting of the holy name, which 
is the essence of all Vedic hymns. This is the pur¬ 
port of all scriptures . 10 

A vaisnava chants only one name. He has only 
one dharma, which is hari-nama. If you chant 
the holy name without offense — in other words, 
the pure name — then the all-beautiful form of 
Krishna, the transcendental pastimes of 
Krishna, and the attributes of Krishna — every¬ 
thing will be manifested to you. Name 
prasphutita haya rupa, guna, karma. 

The name is everything! The name is every¬ 
thing!#? 

Notes 

I Hari-nama-cintamani, chapter two, page 17. Sri 
Chaitanya Gaudiya Math edition. 

" Hari-nama-cintamani, chapter two. Page 14. 

3 Hari-nama-cintamani, chapter one, page 12. 

4 Brhad-naradiya Parana 3.8.126. 

5 Hari-nama-cintamani, chapter seven page 72. 

9 Hari-nama-cintamani, chapter seven page 73. 

' Padma-purana quoted in Cc. madhya 17.133. 

8 Brahma-samhita 5.1. 

9 Cc. adi 17.22. 

10 Cc. adi 7.74. 

II Hari-nama-cintamani, chapter two. Page 17. 
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Janaka Maharaja's Visit to Hell 

Janaka Maharaja is the father of Sita arid a great 
devotee of Lord Ramachandra. It is described in 
Srlmad Bhagavatam (6.3.20) that he is one of the 
twelve great authorities on religious principles in 
this universe. The following story from Padma 
Purana (patalakhanda 18.31-77) of how Janaka 
Maharaja once visited hell illustrates the supreme 
potency of the holy name and the association with 
saintly persons. 

Lord Ananta Sesa once narrated a wonderful 
account of how King Janaka visited the abode of 
Yamaraja. After a long life, Janaka Maharaja gave 
up his body through the process of yoga. A divine 
airplane decorated with many bells descended and 
Janaka Maharaja boarded it. On the way the air¬ 
plane came near to the abode of Yamaraja, the 
lord of death. There, sinners were suffering pun¬ 
ishment in millions of hells. When the wind that 
had touched the body of Janaka came to them 
they felt great joy and their misery disappeared. 
Then those persons, oppressed by sins, wanting 
to keep Janaka's association, began to lament. 
They spoke piteously to Janaka Maharaja, "O 
blessed one. Please do not leave. We who are 
greatly tormented are feeling happy due to con¬ 
tact with the breezes that have touched your body. 

Hearing their words, the very righteous king 
became filled with pity and thought to himself, 
"If due to the touch of the breezes that have 
touched my body I am bringing some happi¬ 
ness to the residents here, then I will stay in this 
place. This is heaven for me." 

Thinking like this, the king stayed there by the 
gateway to hell. After some time, Yamaraja him¬ 
self, who inflicts severe torment upon sinners, 
came to that gateway. There he saw Maharaja 
Janaka, full of mercy and a doer of great merito¬ 
rious deeds, standing by the doorway. 

Yamaraja smiled and said to Janaka, "O king! 
You are sarva-dharma-siromani — the crest jewel of 
piety. Why have you come here? This is a place for 
wicked sinners who cause harm to others. Men 
like you who perform meritorious deeds do not 
come to this place. Only those persons who de¬ 
ceive others, who are engaged in criticizing others, 
and who are intent on stealing others' wealth come 
here. A man who abandons a religious wife who is 
serving him without fault comes here. One who, 
out of greed for wealth, deceives his friend, comes 
here and receives intense punishment from me." 
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Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Prabhupada Vani 

I have most probably given many people 
troubles in the mind. Some of them might have 
thought about me that I am their enemy be¬ 
cause I was obliged to speak the plain truth 
for service and devotion towards the Abso¬ 
lute Godhead. I have given them all those 
troubles only for the reason that they may turn 
their face towards the Personality of Godhead 
without any desire for gain and with unal¬ 
loyed devotion. I hope some day or other they 
may understand me rightly. 

— Excerpt from the last lecture of Srila 
Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur. Translated from 
the Bengali and printed in the first edition ofBTG maga¬ 
zine By Srila A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. 

Yamaraja then said, "Those persons who do 
not remember Lord Ramachandra with their 
mind, words, or deeds I throw into hell and have 
boiled.Those who have remembered the Lord 
of the Goddess of fortune leave the sufferings 
of hell and quickly go to Vaikuntha. 

"O very intelligent king, my servants, unable 
to even look at persons like you, bring those 
who are great sinners. Therefore you should 
leave this place and go enjoy many pleasures. 
Enter the excellent airplane and go reap the 
fruits of the religious merits you have earned." 

Hearing the words of Yamaraja, with great 
compassion Janaka replied, "O Lord, out of 
pity on these beings I shall not go to 
Vaikuntha. Although situated in this place, 
they are feeling some comfort due to the 
breezes blowing past my body. If you release 
all of these persons living in hell then I shall 
be happy and will proceed to Vaikuntha." 

Hearing the words of Janaka, Yamaraja 
pointed out to him each of those living in hell 
and said: 

"This one had sex with his friend's wife that 
had confided in him, therefore I am having him 
roasted on an iron stake for thousands of years. 
Afterwards he will be born as a pig. Then when 
he again takes birth in a human body he will be a 
eunuch. This one repeatedly raped the wife of 
another man. Therefore he will be roasted in the 
hell known as raurava for a hundred years. This 
wicked one stole the wealth of others and enjoyed 
it. Therefore, having cut off his hands, I shall cook 
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him in puss and blood. This one did not honor or 
welcome, even with words, a guest who had come 
to him, oppressed by hunger. He will be dropped 
into the tamisra hell, which is full of fire. There, 
bees will torment him for a hundred years. 

ayam tavam parasyoccair nindam kurvanna lajjitah 

ayam apyasrnot karnan prerayan bahusasta tdm 

"This shameless person loudly criticized another. 
This one here, with great interest, listened to that 
criticism many times. Therefore these two have 
fallen into a dark well. 

"This one, who deceived his friend, is being 
roasted in the hell known as raurava. After mak¬ 
ing all of these persons eat the fruit of their sins, 
I shall release them. O best among men who 
have accumulated vast amounts of religious 
merit, please leave this place." 

Having pointed out the sinful persons, 
Yamaraja became quiet. With his eyes full of tears, 
Janaka, the great devotee of Lord Rama, said, "Tell 
me, how can these miserable beings quickly be set 
free from hell and attain happiness?" 

Yamaraja replied, "These persons have never 
worshiped Lord Vishnu. They have never listened 
to the transcendental accounts of the Lord's activi¬ 
ties. How then can they be free from hell? O great 
king, if you desire to release them, even though they 
are great sinners, then give them the following re¬ 
ligious merit possessed by you: Once, upon getting 
up in the morning, you meditated with a pure heart 
upon Lord Raghunatha [Ramachandra], who is 
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known as maha-papa-hambhidhah — the remover 
of great sins. Give them the religious merit which 
you obtained that morning when with a pure heart 
you uttered, "Rama, Rama." Obtaining that merit, 
they will get freedom from hell." 

Hearing these words of the intelligent 
Yamaraja, the great king Janaka gave those per¬ 
sons the religious merit obtained by him from 
his birth. Janaka said, "Let these persons be re¬ 
leased from hell due to the religious merit earned 
by me from birth by the worship of Raghunath." 

As soon as he said this, those persons dwelling in 
hell immediately were freed from their suffering con¬ 
dition and obtained divine bodies. They said to King 
Janaka, "O king, by your favor in one moment we 
have been freed from miserable hell and will now 
go to the highest position, paramam padam." 

Seeing those now-effulgent persons freed 
from hell, Janaka Maharaja, who desired the 
welfare of all living beings, was very pleased in 
his mind. All those persons praised the great 
king Janaka, the very treasure-house of com¬ 
passion, and went to the spiritual world. 

— Translated from the Navabharat Publishers 
edition of Padma Purdna, Calcutta, 1402 jyestha. 

The Nectar of Your Pastimes 

By Srila Rupa Goswami 

kadavrndaranye mihira-duhituh sanga-mahite 
muhur bhrdmam bhrdmam carita-lahanmgokula-pateh 
lapann uccair uccair nay ana-pay asam venibhir aham 
karisye sotkantho nividam upasekam vitapindm 

When, filled with the longings of love, shall I 
continually wander in the Vrindavan forest 
which is glorified by by the touch of the Yamuna, 
loudly chanting the transcendental pastimes of 
Gokula's king, Krishna, and thickly sprinkling 
the trees with streams of tears from my eyes? 

api sphammode pratipada-sudha-koti-madhure 
purdna-gramantarvahati tarn Md-rasa-jhare 
mano-vatsah patum msaya-visa-garte visati me 
krpd-yastyd tiirnam damaya tarn amum tarnaka-pate 

Although the very sweet nectar stream of Your 
transcendental pastimes swiftly flows through 
the Puranas, the calf of my mind has now en¬ 
tered a ditch to drink the poison of material 
sense happiness. O Lord of the calves, please 
quickly curb him with your stick of mercy. 

— Astadasa-cchandah-stava, texts 10-11. 
Translated by Kusakratha Das 
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Crookedness and Simplicity 

Srila Gour Govinda Swami 

Chanakya Pandit has said, "As a snake is very 
crooked and envious, so is a person like a demon. 
One can bring a snake under control with man¬ 
tras, herbs and drugs, but an envious and crooked 
person cannot be brought under control by any 
means." In his purport to Bhdg. 8.9.19 Srila 
Prabhupada has written, "Such a crooked per¬ 
son is more dangerous, more envious and cruel 
than a snake. So this crookedness, kdpatya, is a 
great hindrance on the path of devotional ser¬ 
vice. All the acaryas, sastras and mahdjanas have 
said, saralata ei vaisnavata, "simplicity is 
vaisnavism." One who is a real vaisnava is as 
simple as a child. 

Suppose many people have sat down in rows 
to accept food. You have also sat down there and 
others are serving. You want more food because 
you are a greedy fellow and you have a big belly. 
You cannot be satisfied with a little food. You are 
thinking, "Oh, if I take so much food in the pres¬ 
ence of other people, what will they think of me? 
They will think I am a greedy glutton." So the 
food is served once, but when it comes around a 
second time, "No, no, no. I don't want it. I am 
satisfied." That is crookedness. If you say so, you 
will remain hungry. Why will you not say, "I need 


The Cheating of 
Great Souls 

Srila A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada 

That great souls cheat others 
may be astonishing to know, but it 
is a fact that great souls cheat others for a 
great cause. It is said that Lord Krishna also 
advised Yudhishthir to tell a lie before 
Dronacarya, and it was also for a great cause. 
The Lord wanted it, and therefore it was a 
great cause. Satisfaction of the Lord is the cri¬ 
terion of one who is bona fide, and the high¬ 
est perfection of life is to satisfy the Lord by 
one's occupational duty. That is the verdict 
of Gita and Bhagavatam. 

...To satisfy the Lord, anything is good, 
for it is in relation with the Absolute Truth. 
We also had the same opportunity to cheat 
the family members and leave home to en¬ 
gage in the service of Srlmad Bhagavatam. 
Such cheating was necessary for a great 
cause, and there is no loss for any party in 
such transcendental fraud. 

— Purport to Bhdg. 1.13.37 
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more. Please give me more." One who is very 
simple says, "Yes, I am in need, I am hungry. Please 
give me more." But you say, "No, no. I don't want 
more. This is enough for me. I'm satisfied." This is 
kapatya, crookedness. You are not a simple-hearted 
person. You have no simplicity at all. 

Suppose a teacher is teaching mathematics to 
the students. Many students are there in the class 
and they are not all of the same calibre. Some 
are well developed, whereas others are more 
dull-headed. There are different varieties of stu¬ 
dents. After explaining a topic, the teacher asks, 
"Have all of you understood? Have you? Have 
you?" "Oh yes." But the dull-headed student 
has not understood it. Still, he will never say, "I 
do not understand." Rather, he thinks, "If I say 
I have not understood, what will the others think 
of me?" He is such a dull-headed fellow that he 
cannot understand even when the teacher ex¬ 
plains things nicely. So, out of shyness or what¬ 
ever it may be, he says, "Yes, yes. I understand." 
Then what will happen? He cannot make ad¬ 
vancement and he cannot get promotion to the 
higher mathematics class. He will fail the exami¬ 
nation. So where is the perfection? That is 
kapatya, crookedness, and it is a great stumbling 
block on the path of perfection. 

There is a saying in Bengali, ndcte base ghomta 
tanile habe na. Generally girls or women come to 
the stage to perform a dance, such as Odissi dance 
or Manipuri dance. So you have come to the stage 
and there are many onlookers in the audience wait¬ 
ing to see you how nicely you can dance. You have 
to show different postures and mudras. But, hav¬ 
ing come to the stage, if you put a veil over your 
head, how will it be? You cannot dance properly. 
You cannot please the audience and achieve suc¬ 
cess in your dancing performance. You have come 
to dance, so take off the veil and dance freely! Then 
you can achieve perfection in your dance perfor¬ 
mance. Why are you feeling shy and putting a veil 
on your head? That is another type of crookedness. 

Guru and Gauranga never teach this crooked¬ 
ness. Saralatd ei vaisnavata. Simplicity is vaisnavism. 
Develop simplicity in your heart, and with this mood 
you will be able to serve guru and Gauranga. If you 
have developed some crookedness, if kapatya is there 
in the heart, then you cannot serve guru and 
Gauranga. Gauranga Mahaprabhu has ordered, 
“ydre dekha, tare kaha 'krsna'-upadesa. To whomever 
you meet, tell them what Krishna has said. Do not 


manufacture or concoct anything. Simply say, 
'Krishna has said this....' Just repeat it as it is. Amdra 
ajnaya guru hand tarn ei desa. So I order you to be¬ 
come guru and deliver the whole world." 
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura has said, "This 
order has come to my gurupada, and my guru deliv¬ 
ers the same order to me. Therefore I am doing the 
work of guru." We should not cultivate any duplic¬ 
ity in this regard. We should follow this order with 
much simplicity. Day and night, twenty-four hours, 
we should be engaged in the loving service of guru 
and Gauranga without duplicity. If a crooked per¬ 
son pretends that he is the number one servant of 
guru and Gauranga, though he is pretending in that 
way, guru and Gauranga know his heart. He is the 
number one crooked person. One who is sleeping 
can be awakened very easily by sound vibration. 
But one who is pretending that he is sleeping will 
never wake up. You cannot wake him because he is 
a crooked pretender. 

To execute the order of guru and Gauranga as 
it is, we can kick out anything. If it is required to 
go to hell, we are prepared to go there. We are 
prepared to go to hell, but we will not practice 
any sort of duplicity. "Oh! Why should I go to 
hell? I will accept some duplicity instead. I will 
manipulate something to overcome this danger 
here and that hurdle there. In this way, I will go 
up." This is duplicity. Even if such a person goes 
all the way up to Brahmaloka, the planet where 
Lord Brahma stays, still he cannot be delivered. 
He will fall down from that position very soon. 
But, cultivating simplicity, if by chance someone 
goes to hell, then guru and Gauranga will go to 
hell to deliver him. Therefore it is said that guru 
and Gauranga, sadhu-guru and mahdjanas, they are 
patita-pavana, not kdpata-pavana. They are the de¬ 
liverers of the most degraded, but they are not 
deliverers of the crooked persons. By manipula¬ 
tion, one who develops duplicity in his heart may 
go up to Brahmaloka, but he cannot be delivered. 

Those who have a crooked nature are specu¬ 
lators. They never follow an instruction as it is. 
They add their own deliberation to it and twist 
it. They never accept the essence, they are not 
saragrahis. Rather, like an ass, they simply carry 
heavy burdens, bhdravahT, by accepting the un¬ 
wanted things. They are bhdravahT, not sdragrahi. 
They accept asat as sat and sat as asat, unreal as 
real and real as unreal. Such duplicious persons 
cannot understand what is good and what is bad. 
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Because they are speculators, they never follow 
the instruction of sadhu-guru or mahdjana in a 
simple way. That which is very simple, they 
make it crooked. They adopt a zig-zag way and 
avoid the simple way. This is a great stumbling 
block on the path of perfection. SJt 

A Brief Sketch of the Life of 
Srila Rasikananda Dev Goswami 

In the Christian year 1590 ( Sakabda 1512), 
on the first day of the bright fortnight of the 
month of Kdrttika, during the night of the festi¬ 
val dlpamalika, when the houses are decorated 
with rows of lamps, Sri Rasikananda Dev made 
his appearance in this world. 

His father was Sri Acyuta Dev, the king of 
Rohini. His mother's name was Bhavani. After 
passing many years without having a male is¬ 
sue, Sri Acyuta Dev, by the mercy of Sri Jagadisa 
(Jagannath), was blessed with this jewel of a son. 

In the village of Royni the son of King Acyuta 
appeared as the sun appears in the eastern sky, 
and he became dearly beloved by the people. 
He was known as "Rasikananda" and also as 
"Murari". As he grew up, shining qualities ap¬ 
peared by degrees in his person causing the fur¬ 
ther exaltation of his family, just as the waxing 
moon gradually expands its influence in the 
night sky and causes the sea to rise. 

At a very young age he became quite profi¬ 
cient in all of the scriptures. He was very de¬ 
voted to his parents, especially his mother. His 
father arranged for his marriage at very young 
age. Murari's wife Syamadasi was a mine of 
good character who hailed from the village of 
Ghonta Sila, not far from Royni, where in days 
of old the Pandavas had lived in exile. 

One day, Murari was sitting in a lonely place, 
wondering when and where he might become 
so fortunate as to get shelter at the lotus feet of 
a guru. Just then a voice from the sky addressed 
him, "Don't be in anxiety. You will become the 
disciple of Sri Syamananda." 

Having heard this proclamation, Rasika Murari 
became very jubilant, and began to repeatedly 
murmur the name Syamananda, as though chant¬ 
ing japa. From moment to moment his eagerness 
increased without diminution, as tears flowed from 
his eyes by his chanting of the name of 
Syamananda. He was in such a state that he spent 
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most of the night sleeplessly, calling to his master 
Syamananda. Finally, towards the early morning, 
he drifted off to the land of dreams, where he saw 
his spiritual master, the very figure of charm and 
grace. Smilingly, Syamananda informed him, 
"When tomorrow the eastern sky becomes tinged 
with pink, you will obtain me." # 

To be concluded in the next issue 

[From the Bengali Sri Sri Gaura-parsada Caritdvall 
by Sri Bhakti-jivana Harijan Maharaja. 

Translator unknown.] 

Narottam Finds the 
Deity of Gaura 

Nityananda Das was a disciple of Jahnava Mata, 
the divine consort of Lord Nityananda Prabhu. 
Jahnava related to Nityananda Das many stories 
from the lives of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, 
Nityananda Prabhu and their associates. On her 
order he compiled those stories into the book 
known as Prema-vilasa. The follozving is a 
translation excerpted from the 19th chapter. 

One day in his home Narottam thought 
about installing a deity. That night Narottam 
saw in a dream the six deities of Gauranga, 
Vallabhi Kanta, Sri Krishna, Vraja Mohana, 
Radha Kanta and Radha Ramana. Seeing those 
six dear deities the pleasure that Narottam re¬ 
ceived was beyond description. After seeing that 
dream Narottam woke and, sitting up, spent 
the rest of the night crying tears of joy. 

When the night finished he performed his 
morning duties, and then began arranging for 
the deities to be carved. Stone was brought and 
artisans started carving those six deities with 
great devotion. The five Krishna deities were 
made beautifully, but although all due care was 
taken in the work, the deity of Gauranga was 
not made nicely. Seeing the deity of 
Mahaprabhu, Narottam became disheartened, 
and began calling out in a loud voice, 
"Gauranga, Gauranga," and crying and cry¬ 
ing. Later, in a dream, Sri Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu appeared before Narottam. In his 
dream Narottam saw Mahaprabhu sitting at 
his side. The Lord said gently: 

ohe bapu narottama suna diya mana 
balm yatne o morn murtira nd habe gathana 
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e murtite ami adhisthana nahi habe 
dmdra nirmita miirti tomdre kahiba 

sannydsera purve nija miirti niramiya 
keha nahi jane rdkhi gahgdya dnbaiya 

tumi prema-murti mom, tore kari anugraha 
vipradasera dhanya goldya rekhechi vigraha 

"My dear Narottam, listen carefully. With much 
care you are trying to carve a deity of Me, but I 
will never stay in this miirti. I will tell you how to 
obtain a deity of Me. Before I accepted sannyasa I 
had a deity made of Myself which I had put into 
the Ganges. No one knows about this. But be¬ 
cause you My dear devotee I am blessing you 
with this knowledge. That deity is now inside 
the rice storage house of Vipradas." After saying 
this, Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu disappeared. 

Narottam awoke and saw that morning had 
arrived. After finishing his morning duties he 
began making inquiring from people as to the 
whereabouts of Vipradas. One person told him 
that Vipradas was a wealthy man who lived 
nearby. He said that Vipradas was doing busi¬ 
ness in large quantities of rice and other grains. 

Hearing this, Narottam went to the house of 
Vipradas. When Vipradas saw that Narottam 
had arrived he offered his obeisances and in¬ 
quired what had brought him to his home. 
Thakur Mahashay replied, "I have some spe¬ 
cial purpose to accomplish here. I want to go to 
where you store your grains." 
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Vipradas replied, " O Mahashay, this is not 
possible to do. That is a fearful place with many 
kinds of snakes. As soon as they see a man they 
begin to hiss very loudly. Out of fear of those 
snakes no one can go near that place. For many 
days much grain has been laying there." 

Narottam said, "Don't worry. When I go there 
the snakes will all leave." 

After saying this, Narottam Mahashay went 
to that storage room. Immediately all the snakes 
left that place and then Narottam came out with 
a deity of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. Seeing this, 
all of the people became surprised. 

From that time there was no more fear of 
snakes in that place, Vipradas became very 
happy. Vipradas came with his whole family 
and took shelter at the feet of Thakur Mahashay. 
Obtaining that deity, Narottama brought Him 
to his house and installed Him. Seeing the 
beauty of that deity, everyone felt very blissful. 
Those who had previously seen Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu verified that the deity looked ex¬ 
actly like Him. 

— From the Mahesh Library edition, Calcutta, 1999. 
Translation by Bhakta Pradosh Kumar Sahoo 


Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Prabhupada Vani 

Proof Reader of Men 

I don't read the book, I read the author. 
I first see the author to see if he's 
authentic or not. I am a proofreader. I 
always see what is right and what is 
wrong. My father trained me in 
proofreading, but I am not only a 
proofreader of the press. I am a 
proofreader of the world. I proofread 
men: I see their faults and try to correct 
them. I am a proofreader of religion also. 
I have appeared in the karkata lagna 
(astrologically), so whenever I see 
anything undevotional I will act like a 
karkata (a crab). If I see any so-called 
devotion which is not actually in the true 
unalloyed spirit, I shall pierce it! 
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"Nothing but Rascals" 

Translations and purports to 
Bhdg. 5.14.26-27 
By His Divine Grace 

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami 
Prabhupada 

As far as transactions with 
money are concerned, if one person cheats an¬ 
other by a farthing or less, they become enemies. 


PURPORT This is called samsara-davanala. Even 
in ordinary transactions between two people, 
there is invariably cheating because the condi¬ 
tioned soul is defective in four ways — he is 
illusioned, he commits mistakes, his knowledge 
is imperfect, and he has a propensity to cheat. 
Unless one is liberated from material condition¬ 
ing, these four defects must be there. Conse¬ 
quently every man has a cheating propensity, 
which is employed in business or money trans¬ 
actions. Although two friends may be living 
peacefully together, due to their propensity to 
cheat they become enemies when there is a 
transaction between them. A philosopher ac¬ 
cuses an economist of being a cheater, and an 
economist may accuse a philosopher of being a 
cheater when he comes in contact with money. 
In any case, this is the condition of material life. 
One may profess a high philosophy, but when 
one is in need of money, he becomes a cheater. 


In this material world, so-called scientists, phi¬ 
losophers and economists are nothing but cheat¬ 
ers in one way or another. The scientists are 
cheaters because they present so many bogus 
things in the name of science. They propose go¬ 
ing to the moon, but actually they end up cheat¬ 
ing the entire public of large sums of money for 
their experiments. They cannot do anything use¬ 
ful. Unless one can find a person transcenden¬ 
tal to the four basic defects one should not ac¬ 
cept advice and become a victim of the mate¬ 
rial condition. The best process is to take the 
advice and instructions of Sri Krishna or His 
bona fide representative. In this way one can 
be happy in this life and the next. 

TEXT 27 In this materialistic life, there are 
many difficulties, as I have just mentioned, 
and all of these are insurmountable. In addi¬ 
tion, there are difficulties arising from so- 
called happiness, distress, attachment, hate, 
fear, false prestige, illusion, madness, lam¬ 
entation, bewilderment, greed, envy, enmity, 
insult, hunger, thirst, tribulation, disease, 
birth, old age and death. All these combine 
together to give the materialistic conditioned 
soul nothing but misery. 

PURPORT The conditioned soul has to ac¬ 
cept all these conditions simply to enjoy sense 
gratification in this world. Although people 






r Pnge — 2 

("Nothing but Rascals" continued) 

declare themselves great scientists, economists, 
philosophers, politicians, and sociologists, they 
are actually nothing but rascals. Therefore they 
have been described as mudhas and naradhamas 
in Bhagavad-glta (7.15): 

na mam duskrtino mudhah prapadyante narddhamah 
mdyaydpahrta-jndna dsuram bhavam asritdh 

Those miscreants who are grossly foolish, low¬ 
est among mankind, whose knowledge is stolen 
by illusion and who partake of the atheistic na¬ 
ture of demons, do not surrender unto Me. 

Due to their foolishness, all these materialists 
are described in Bhagavad-glta as naradhamas. 
They have attained the human form in order to 
get released from material bondage, but instead 
of doing so, they become further embarrassed 
amid the miserable material conditions. There¬ 
fore they are naradhamas, the lowest of men. One 
may ask whether scientists, philosophers, econo¬ 
mists and mathematicians are also naradhamas, 
the lowest of men, and the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead replies that they are because they 
have no actual knowledge. They are simply 
proud of their false prestige and position. Actu¬ 
ally they do not know how to get relief from the 
material condition and renovate their spiritual 
life of transcendental bliss and knowledge. Con¬ 
sequently, they waste time and energy in the 
search for so-called happiness. These are the 
qualifications of the demons. In Bhagavad-glta it 
says that when one has all these demonic quali¬ 
ties, he becomes a mudha. Due to this he envies 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead; therefore 
birth after birth he is born into a demonic family, 
and he transmigrates from one demonic body to 
another. Thus he forgets his relationship with 
Krishna and remains a naradhama in an abomi¬ 
nable condition life after life. 



Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu is 
Rasaraja-mahabhava 

Excerpt from a lecture by 
Srila Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

Mahaprabhu came not only to teach the 
yugadharma but also to give krsna-prema through 
chanting the holy name. He indiscriminately dis¬ 
tributed that prema which is difficult for even Lord 
Brahma to obtain. That is His mission. He is the 
most munificent incarnation, maha-vaddnyavatara. 

cirdd adattam nija-gupta-vittam 

sva-prema-ndmamrtam aty-udarah 
d-pamaram yo vitatdra gaurah 

krsno janebhyas tarn aham prapadye 

The most munificent Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, known as Gaurakrishna, distributed 
to everyone — even the lowest of men — His 
own confidential treasury in the form of the nec¬ 
tar of love of Himself and the holy name. This 
was never given to the people at any time before. 

I therefore offer my respectful obeisances unto 
Him. Cc. madhya 23.1 

He is Krishna Himself, so He is distributing sva- 
prema-ndmamrtam — His own prema — through 
His name, which is like nectar. Krishnadas 
Kaviraja has described Mahaprabhu as adbhuta 
auddrya — wonderfully magnanimous. He gives 
cirdd adatta, what has not been given up until now. 
What is He giving? Nija-gupta vittam — He is dis¬ 
tributing His own confidential wealth indiscrimi¬ 
nately. He is even giving it to the pdmara, the most 
sinful, the lowest of the low. "Therefore I take shel¬ 
ter and surrender to that most munificent Gaura." 

Krishna is llld-purusottama, the topmost per¬ 
former of pastimes; Lord Rama is maryada- 
purusottama, the topmost maintainer of Vedic 
etiquette; but Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu is 
prema-purusottama, the topmost embodiment of 
krsna-prema. He gives prema indiscriminately. 


The Sadhu's Knife 

By Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur 

There is no doubt that the words of the 
sadhus possess the power of destroying the evil 
propensities of one's mind. The sadhus in this 
way benefit everyone who associates with 
them. There are many things which we do not 
disclose to the sadhu. The real sadhu makes us 
speak out what we keep concealed in our 
hearts. He then applies the knife. The very word 
"sadhu" has no other meaning than this. He 


stands in front of the block with the uplifted 
sacrificial knife in his hand. The sensuous de¬ 
sires of men are like the goats. The sadhu stands 
there to kill those desires by the merciful stroke 
of the keen edge of the sacrificial knife in the 
form of unpleasant language. If the sadhu turns 
into my flatterer then he does me harm; he be¬ 
comes my enemy. If he gives us flattery then 
we are led to the road that brings enjoyment 
but no real well-being. >p 

— Sri Chaitanya's Teachings, page 26-27 
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These two forms, rasaraja and mahabhava, 
are united in the form of Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu. Krishna is rasaraja. He is the 
master and reservoir of all mellows. Radharani 
is the form of mahabhava. Mahaprabhu is the 
combined form of these two: eki bhuta ahga 
prema-purusottama. Therefore these names are 
coming from His mouth: 

hare krsna hare krsna krsna krsna hare hare 

hare rama hare rama rama rama hare hare 

These names are not just coming out of His 
mouth: The word udgirna is used, and it is very 
significant. He is like a volcano vomiting lava. 
These very sweet nectarean names Hare, 
Krishna, and Rama are not just coming from His 
lips. What is inside, what is in the core of His 
heart, is coming out through His mouth. It is like 
vomiting. Rasaraja Krishna, in the form of 
Mahaprabhu, is chanting these names, and is 
thereby fulfilling His three unfulfilled desires. SJfc 

A Brief Sketch of the Life of 
Srila Rasikananda Dev Goswami 

[Concluded from last issue: Rasika Murari had 
been hankering for shelter at the lotus feet of a bona- 
fide guru. In a dream, Syamananda Prabhu told 
him, "Tomorrow you will obtain me." Then he 
disappeared.] 

Rasikananda's heart began to swell in 
ecstatic bliss. With the first rays of morn¬ 
ing that dispel the dense darkness of the 
world, the wise Murari (Rasikananda) sat 
silently watching the path. After some 
time, Syamananda approached from a dis¬ 
tance. Surrounded by his disciples like Sri 
Kisora Das and others, he looked as beau¬ 
tifully effulgent as the sun. His smiling 
face was like the lotus flower that opens 
to greet its friend the sun, and his chest 
was as broad as a door. His captivating 
appearance was made all the more irre¬ 
sistible by the sweet sounds of "Sri Krishna 
Chaitanya, Prabhu Nityananda" emanat¬ 
ing from his lotus mouth. Absorbed in in¬ 
tense love he moved along the path like 
the clouds move in the sky. 

When Rasika caught sight of his divine 
form, he fell down in front of him to touch 
his lotus feet. In great ecstasy, Syamananda 
embraced him and began to bathe him with 
his tears of ecstatic love. Sri Rasika Murari 
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then felt himself to be one of the most fortu¬ 
nate living beings within the universe. 

On an auspicious day Syamananda initiated 
Rasika and his wife in the Radha-Krishna man¬ 
tra. After that, Rasikananda began to travel with 
his guru, during which time he became a very 
intimate disciple. Syamananda then bestowed 
upon him the service of Sri Radha-Govinda Dev 
at Sri Gopivallabhapura. Rasikananda became 
totally engaged in Their Lordship's service, and 
the devotees were charmed by his excellent ser¬ 
vices. At Gopivallabhapura and other places he 
began to seriously take up the preaching of the 
message of Sri Gaura-Nityananda. 

Sri Bhakti-ratnakara 15.82-86 describes: 

"By the tremendous influence of 
Rasikananda's preaching, many rogues, rob¬ 
bers and atheists received his mercy and were 
delivered from their sinful activities. He dis¬ 
tributed the jewel of devotion to even the infi¬ 
del Mohammedans, as he travelled from vil¬ 
lage to village, in the company of his disciples. 

He even converted a wild elephant, which was 
sent for his destruction, into his disciple and 
engaged him in the service of Krishna and the 
vaisnavas. The wicked Mohammedan miscre¬ 
ant who sent the elephant bowed at his feet 
when he realised his mistake. It is not possible 
to count the number of living entities that were 
extricated from the ocean of material existence 
by Rasikananda Dev's association. He was al¬ 
ways intoxicated with the chanting of the holy 
name. Who cannot but be overwhelmed by 
hearing about his uncommon qualities?" 

In addition to the many Mohammedans, 
impious persons, and wicked atheists who 
became worshipers of the Supreme Lord, 
also many virtuous kings and zamindars 
such as the King of Mayurbhanj named 
Vaidyanath Bhanja, the king of Patashpura 
known as Gajapati, and Candrabhanu, the 
King of Moyna, took shelter at Sri 
Rasikananda's lotus feet. 

What to speak of those pious and noble 
gentlemen, even the sinful zamindar Bhima, 
the Mohammedan Suba Ahmadbeg and the 
wicked atheist Srikar also surrendered 
themselves at his lotus feet. 

The vicious wild elephant that was 
tamed by Rasikananda's transcendental in¬ 
fluence was thereafter known as Gopala 
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Das. Later, two jungle tigers similarly gave 
up their ferocious nature. 

Accepting the order of Sri Syamananda 
on his head, Rasikananda preached the 
message of Sri Gaurasundara in the world 
for approximately 16 years. Then, on the 
first day of the bright fortnight in the month 
of Phalguna, Sakabda 1574 (Christian year 
1652), Rasikananda quietly slipped out of 
the village Santa without anyone's notice 
and walked to Remuna. Arriving there, he 
discussed krsna-katha with the devotees for 
a while and instructed everyone to serve Sri 
Krishna with devotion. Then, after request¬ 
ing them to begin sanklrtana, he entered the 
temple of Sri Gopinatha. After touching 
Kshira-chora Gopinatha's lotus feet, which 
bestow complete fearlessness, he entered 
into their ultimate shelter. 

Sri Rasikananda had three sons: Sri 
Radhananda, Sri Krishna-Govinda and Sri 
Radha-Krishna. The present servants of Sri Sri 
Radha-Govindadeva at Gopivallabhapura are 
their descendants. He composed Sri 
Syamananda-sataka and Srimad Bhagavatastaka, 
as well as other hymns and songs. # 

[From the Bengali Sri Sri Gaura-pdrsada Caritavall 
by HH. Sri Bhakti-jivana Harijan Maharaja. 
Translator unknown.] 
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Two Types of Speakers 

Srila Jiva Goswami Prabhupada 

Bhakti-sandarbha, Anuccheda 203.1-4 

atra brahma-vaivarte visesam — 
vakta sarago nirago dvi-vidhah parikirtitah 
sarago lolupah kdmi tad-uktam hrn na samsprset 
upadesam karoty eva na panksam karoti ca 
apanksyopadistam yat loka-nasaya tad bhavet 

The Brahma-vaivarta Parana makes the follow¬ 
ing distinction: There are two kinds of speakers, 
the saraga-vakta, who has material desires, and 
the nirdga-vaktd , who has no material desires. 
Sardga speakers are lusty and greedy and their 
words do not touch the heart because although 
they give instructions they do not give careful 
consideration. That instruction which is given 
without thorough study and careful consider¬ 
ation brings about the destruction of the people. 

kirn ca — 

kulam silam-athdcaram avicarya gururh gurum 
bhajeta sravanady-arthi sa-rasam sara-sagaram 
kama-krodhadi-yukto ‘pi krpano ‘pi visadavan 
srutva vikasam dydti sa vakta paramo guruh 

Furthermore, putting aside distinctions in 
terms of family and personal conduct which 
may be found in various gurus, one should hear 
from a speaker whose words are full of rasa and 
are an ocean of essential truths. A person whose 
speech brings liberation even when heard by 
one filled with lust, anger, and a host of other 
vices, or by a miser, or by a person filled with 
despair, is the topmost spiritual master. 
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Rising Holy Name 

amhah samharad akhilam 

sakrd udayad eva sakala-lokasya 
taranir iva timira-jaladhim 
jayati jagan-mangalam barer ndma 

All glories to the holy name of Lord Hari. 
As the boat of the sun goes to the other shore 
of the ocean of darkness, so the all-auspicious 
holy name, rising once, destroys all sins. 

— Sri Laksmldhara from Srila Rupa Goswami's 
Padyavali, text 16. Translated by Kusakratha Das 
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"Even Namaparadha" 

... with a strong vow one 
should chant the holy name of the 
Lord — Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, 
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare 
Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, 
Hare Hare — for thus one will cer¬ 
tainly be delivered from the clutches of mdyd by 
the grace of Krishna. 

The chanting of the Hare Krishna mantra is 
recommended even for persons who commit of¬ 
fenses, because if they continue chanting they 
will gradually chant offenselessly. By chanting 
the Hare Krishna mantra without offenses, one 
increases his love for Krishna. As stated by Sri 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, prema pum-artho 
mahan: one's main concern should be to increase 
one's attachment to the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead and to increase one's love for Him. 

In this regard Srila Viswanath Chakravarti 
Thakur quotes the following verse from Srlrnad 
Bhagavatam (11.19.24): 

evarh dharmair manusyanam uddhavatmani vedindm 
mayi sahjdyate bhaktih ko 'nyo 'rtho 'sydvasisyate 

"My dear Uddhava, the supreme religious 
system for human society is that by which 
one can awaken his dormant love for Me." 
Commenting on this verse, Srila Viswanath 


Chakravarti Thakur describes the word 
bhakti by saying premaivoktah. Kah anyah 
arthah asya: in the presence of bhakti, what 
is the necessity of liberation? 

Srila Viswanath Chakravarti Thakur also 
quotes this verse from the Padma Parana: 

namaparadha-yuktanarh ndmdny eva haranty agham 
avisrdnti-prayuktdni tdny evartha-karani ca 

Even if in the beginning one chants the 
Hare Krishna mantra with offenses, one will 
become free from such offenses by chanting 
again and again. Pdpa-ksayas ca bhavati 
smaratam tam ahar-nisam: one becomes free 
from all sinful reactions if one chants day and 
night, following the recommendation of Sri 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. It was Sri Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu who quoted the following verse: 

harer ndma harer narna barer ndmaiva kevalam 

kalau nasty eva rusty eva rusty eva gatir anyathd 

"In this age of quarrel and hypocrisy the 
only means of deliverance is chanting the 
holy name of the Lord. There is no other 
way. There is no other way. There is no other 
way." [Cc. adi 17.21] If the members of the 
Krishna consciousness movement strictly fol¬ 
low this recommendation of Sri Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu, their position will always be 
secure. — Purport to Bhag. 6.3.24 
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Abhiram Thakur Tests 
the Sons of Lord Nityananda 

Abhiram Thakur is perhaps the most prominent 
follower of Lord Nityananda Prabhu. According to 
Srila Kavi Karnapur, Abhiram Thakur is the incar¬ 
nation of Sridama Sakha, the chief cowherd boy in 
krsna-llla. 2 His pastimes were described in simple 
Bengali verse by his disciple Sri Tilak Ram Das in a 
book called Sri Abhirama Lilamrta. In the fourth 
chapter the author reveals how he was able to write: 

utha utha ore sisya sunaha vacane 
amara yateka Ilia karaha varnana 
eta bali mora sathe carana dharila 
carana parase Ilia svarana haila 

[My guru Abhiram Thakur came to me zvhile I was 
resting and said] "Wake up! Wake up! O disciple, 
hear my words! I want you to write about my pas¬ 
times." I touched my head to my guru's lotus feet and 
at that time all of his pastimes appeared to me. 1 

The following story, adapted from chapter 15, 
verses 141-246, describes how Abhiram Thakur 
tested the newborn sons of Lord Nityananda. 

Uncommon Powers 

Abhiram Thakur was a very powerful personal¬ 
ity. It is said that he would sometimes test the au¬ 
thenticity of a sdlagrdma-sild or a deity by offering 
obeisances. If they were not genuine, they would 
break. He had other uncommon powers as well. 

On one occasion Abhiram Thakur met 
Nityananda Prabhu on the bank of the Ganga, near 
to the home of Nityananda Prabhu. Nitai offered 
Abhiram a seat. They embraced, and both sat down. 

Nitai said, "O brother Abhiram, what is your 
desire? Why have you come to My home?" 

"I want to see Your son." 

Hearing this, Nityananda became happy. 
However, when Nityananda Prabhu showed 
him His son, Abhiram offered obeisances to the 
child and immediately the child died. When 
Nityananda Prabhu's wives Vasudha and 
Jahnava heard the news, they both fainted. 
Nityananda then placed the body of the child 
in the Ganga and they all took bath. 

Sometime later, another child was born, and 
again Abhiram Thakur came. As before, when 
Abhiram offered his obeisances, the child died. 
Everyone was astonished, thinking, "What is 
Abhiram's purpose?" In this way, every time a 
child was born, Abhiram would come, offer 
obeisances, and the child would die. 


No Invitation 

Although Nityananda Prabhu is the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead Lord Balaram, still, 
while acting out His human-like pastimes. He 
externally became very unhappy seeing all of 
His sons die. Therefore, when the next child was 
born, Nitai thought to Himself, "If Abhiram does 
not come My child will live." 

Nityananda Prabhu invited many quests for the 
festive occasion, but He did not invite Abhiram 
Thakur. Seeing that Abhiram was not there, 
Adwaita Acharya inquired from Nityananda, 
"Why have You not invited Abhiram?" 

Nityananda Prabhu replied, "Abhiram has 
made Me bereft of sons. So I will not invite him. 
I've told all of the boatmen not to bring him 
across the Ganga in their boats." 

During the time of the festival for the birth of 
Nityananda Prabhu's latest son, Abhiram and 
his wife Malini were staying at Krishnagar. 
Vakreswar Pandit came to see them. Malini of¬ 
fered him a seat, and Vakreswar inquired from 
Abhiram, "Nitai is performing a festival on the 
occasion of the birth of his son. You are the 
pradhdna-gopal, the leader of the cowherd boys. 
Is He inviting you or not?" 

Abhiram laughed and said, "No. He is not 
inviting me." 

Vakreswar humbly told Abhiram, "Without 
your presence this ceremony cannot be per¬ 
formed properly. Although He is not inviting 
you, still you should go." 

"How can I go without an invitation?" 

Malini then said, "Abhiram is a rakhdl, a cow¬ 
herd boy. Such cowherders have no abhiman, 
false ego. He is not finding fault with 
Nityananda Prabhu for not inviting him." 

Crossing the Ganga 

Abhiram Thakur then told Vakreswar, "O 
brother. I'll go there later." After Vakreswar left, 
Abhiram conceived a plan. He bade Malini 
goodbye and started off, saying, "Gaura Hari 
ki jaya!" He went to the bank of the Ganga and 
said to a boatman, "Take me across!" 

The boatman looked at Abhiram Thakur and 
inquired, "Who are you sir? Give me your name 
and then I will start the journey. If I take the 
wrong person across then Nityananda Prabhu 
will be very angry with me." 

Abhiram replied, "Why does He want to 
restrict this person from crossing?" 
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The boatman said, "Nityananda Prabhu is mis¬ 
erable and lamenting for His lost children. He told 
me, 'There is one person named Abhiram Thakur. 
He is very powerful. If he offers obeisances to My 
son then the child will die.' Saying this, Nityananda 
Prabhu told me not to bring that person across. I 
think that you are that same Abhiram Thakur." 

Out of fear of Nityananda Prabhu, the boat¬ 
man then put water in his boat and made it 
sink. Hearing that Abhiram Thakur had come, 
all of the other boatmen also filled their boats 
with water and sank them. 

Abhiram Thakur then took some cloth and 
threw it in the river. The cloth floated, and, sit¬ 
ting on it, Abhiram crossed the river. 

Seeing this, the people became astonished and 
ran to tell Nityananda Prabhu. Although Nitai be¬ 
came worried. He took all of the mahants who were 
present at the festival and went to meet Abhiram 
Thakur. Abhiram saw them all performing ecstatic 
kirtana and coming toward the bank of the Ganga 
to meet him. Abhiram then began playing his flute, 
and he lost external consciousness. Tilak Ram Das 
says, "Who can understand Abhiram Thakur?" 

Prasad at Nitai's Home 

When they came together, Abhiram embraced 
all of them with ecstatic love while his hairs 
stood on end. Nitai brought Abhiram into His 
home. Abhiram told Him, "I am very hungry. 
Please give me some prasad." Nitai gave him a 
seat in a room and Vasudha and Jahnava hap¬ 
pily brought him nice prasad consisting of sweet 
rice, fancy rice and many opulent dishes. As 
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much prasad as they brought, Abhiram ate it 
until he had finished everything in the house. 

Seeing that he had eaten everything, Nitai 
said, "Dandavats to your pastimes! Who can 
understand You? In vraja-lila you are Sridama. 
Have you forgotten our loving relationship? In 
Vraj we all shared prasad together. But now, for¬ 
getting all of that, you are taking all of the prasad 
alone. In Vraja we would always share what¬ 
ever fruits we got. What sort of behavior is this 
that you are taking all of the prasad alone?" 

Abhiram listened and said, "My nature is that 
of a cowherd boy. First I take, then I give to oth¬ 
ers. My behaviour is that of Vraja. Knowing my 
nature and activities in Vraja, how can You say 
I took all of the prasad ? Go and see Your pots." 
Then Abhiram performed acamana. 

Nityananda Prabhu went to see the pots and 
found that double the original amount of prasad 
was there. Nitai then happily embraced Abhiram. 

Abhiram said, "O brother, you should feed all 
of the mahants." 

The mahants then happily took prasad and 
shouted, "Hari! Hari!" Finishing, they all per¬ 
formed acamana. Then Nitai gave them tambula 
and a place to take rest. 

"Spare Our Child!" 

Abhiram Thakur said, "Nitai, you have cel¬ 
ebrated a festival for the birth of Your son. What 
sort of son do You have? Please bring him and I 
will offer my obeisances to him." 

Hearing this, everyone became worried. 
Nityananda Prabhu's wives Vasudha and 


Bhajan and Begging 
F rom the Life of Srila Gour Kishor Das Babaji 

Sri Manindrachandra Maharaja was an aris¬ 
tocratic landowner king. He once invited Srila 
Gour Kishor and Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Saraswati Thakur to join in an assembly of 
vaisnavas at his palace in Kasim Bazar. Hearing 
his request, Gour Kishor said, "If you want my 
association, then you must offer all of your wealth 
unto the hands of the rent collector and come 
here and live with me. You should build a bhajan 
kutir here and we will live together. 

"You do not have to worry about what food¬ 
stuffs you will eat because I will daily collect by 
begging and feed you myself. If you come here 
in this mood I will always be impelled to visit 


your bhajan kutir. But if I leave the transcenden¬ 
tal abode of the Supreme Lord, Sri Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu, and come to your castle, which 
is the same as Lord Indra's, then after some time 
I will begin to think that I would also like to 
amass a great amount of land. The result of all 
of this will be that the desire for sense gratifica¬ 
tion will enter my heart. 

"As a result of amassing large amounts of 
land, I will become an object of your envy. 
If you want to become very dear to me, then 
as a friend you should bestow your mercy 
by coming here to the spiritual world of Sri 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu and maintain your 
life by the activity of begging."^ 

Translated by Vyankata Das Brahmacari from Anaran Prabhura Katha, 
a collection of articles written by Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Prabhupada. 
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Jahnava approached Abhiram and humbly 
said, "This time please give protection to our 
child. Don't let us be criticized for not having a 
son. If you offer obeisances to our son then he 
will die. Every time this is what has happened. 
If you do this again, then we will also die." 

Abhiram said, "Why are you fearing? You 
don't understand. I am offering my obei¬ 
sances to test the child. If he is svayam- 
svarupa, the Lord's personal manifestation, 
then he will survive my obeisances." 

Hearing Abhiram's words, Nityananda 
Prabhu became happy and brought His son 
before Abhiram. Abhiram Thakur offered his 
obeisances, and the child laughed. Abhiram 
become very happy and offered his obei¬ 
sances a second and a third time, just to test 
the child. He saw that this child was jcigat- 
priya, dear to the entire universe. Abhiram 
took the child on his lap and began to dance. 
He then told all of the mahants there: 

ye na dekhecha gora dekha dm bar 
punarbar sei gora vim avatar 

"So that those who did not see Sri Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu could again have the opportunity 
to see Him, the Lord has reappeared in the form 
of Virabhadra Prabhu." 
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The Identity of Virabhadra Prabhu 

Lord Balaram has appeared as Lord Nityananda 
Prabhu. As the Supreme Lord, He is sarvajna, all 
knowing. Hence He certainly understood and, in 
fact, inspired the behavior of Abhiram Thakur. The 
nature of the Lord is that He likes to see His devo¬ 
tees glorified more than Himself. Therefore, to glo¬ 
rify His devotee Abhiram Thakur, and also His son 
Virabhadra Prabhu, Lord Nityananda inspired 
Abhiram Thakur to act in such an unusual way. 

Virabhadra Prabhu is the incarnation of 
Kshirodakasayi Vishnu. Srila Kavi 
Karnapura has written: 

sahkarsanasya yo vyiihah payo-visayi-namakah 
sa eva viracandro 'bhuc caitanyabhinna-vigrahah 

The expansion of Lord Sankarshan known as 
Kshirodakasayi Vishnu appeared in Sri 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu's pastimes as 
Virachandra Prabhu. Lord Virachandra was 
non-different from Lord Chaitanya Himself. 3 

As Kshirodakasayi Vishnu, Virabhadra 
Prabhu is the svayam svarupa, the plenary 
expansion of Lord Nityananda Prabhu. Srila 
Krishnadas Kaviraj has described: 

sankarsanah karana-toya-sayl 
garbhoda-sayi ca payobdhi-sayT 
sesas ca yasydmsa-kaldh sa nitya- 
nandakhya-ramah saranam mamdstu 

May Sri Nityananda Rama be the object of my 
constant remembrance. Sankarsana, Sesa Naga 
and the Vishnus who lie on the Karana Ocean 
(KaranodakasayT Visnu), Garbha Ocean 
(GarbhodakasdyT Visnu) and ocean of milk 
( KsirodakasayT Visnu) are His plenary portions 
and the portions of His plenary portions. 4 SJ? 

Notes 

1 SrT Abhirama Lildmrta 4.5-6,13. 

2 SrT Gaura-ganoddesa-dtpika text 126. 

3 SrT Gaura-ganodesa-dTpika text 67. 

4 Cc. ddi 1.7 
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Reading and Hearing 

His Divine Grace A.C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Reading 

All the devotees connected with the 
Krishna consciousness movement must read all the 
books that have been translated (the Caitanya- 
caritamrta, Srlmad Bhagavatam, Bhagavad-gita , and 
others); otherwise, after some time they will simply 
eat, sleep and fall down from their position. Thus 
they will miss the opportunity to attain an eternal, 
blissful life of transcendental pleasure. 

— Purport to Cc. madhya 25.278 

The more we become renounced from this 
material world the more we advance in Krishna 
Consciousness. But we are only able to make 
such sacrifices and perform tapasya if we have 
got knowledge. So first thing is to become 
knowledgeable in Krishna Consciousness, then 
the tapasya or voluntary life of austerity will re¬ 
sult automatically. So I am requesting all of my 
students to read my books very seriously every 
day without fail. In this way, if your mind be¬ 
comes absorbed at least one or two hours daily 
in the transcendental subject matter of Srlmad 
Bhagavatam, Bhagavad-gita, and other books 
then very easily you will make your advance¬ 
ment in Krishna Consciousness. 

— Letter to Bhargava, 13 June, 1972. 


I am very much stressing at this point that 
all of my students shall be very much conver¬ 
sant with the philosophy of Krishna Conscious¬ 
ness, and that they should read our books very 
diligently at least one or two hours daily and 
try to understand the subject matter from vari¬ 
eties of angles. ... we have got ample stock for 
acquiring knowledge. And if the students get 
knowledge more and more they will automati¬ 
cally become convinced and very easily perform 
their duties for tapasya or renunciation of the 
material bondage, and that will be their suc¬ 
cessful advancement in Krishna Consciousness. 

— Letter to Madhudvisa, 16 June, 1972. 

Hearing 

The Puranas are also parts of the Vedas. And 
histories like the Mahabhdrata or Rdmayana are 
also parts of the Vedas. The acdrya or the gosvdmi 
must be well acquainted with all these litera¬ 
tures. To hear and explain them is more impor¬ 
tant than reading them. One can assimilate the 
knowledge of the revealed scriptures only by 
hearing and explaining. Hearing is called 
sravana, and explaining is called klrtana. The two 
processes of sravana and klrtana are of primary 
importance to progressive spiritual life. Only one 
who has properly grasped the transcendental 
knowledge from the right source by submissive 
hearing can properly explain the subject. 

— Purport to Bhdg. 1.1.6 
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(Reading and Hearing - continued) 

...if one wants to learn the meaning of Srtmad- 
Bhdgavatam, one must take lessons from a realized 
soul. One should not proudly think that one can 
understand the transcendental loving service of the 
Lord simply by reading books. One must become a 
servant of a vaisnava. As Narottama Das Thakur 
has confirmed, chddiyd vaisnava-sevd nistdra peyeche 
kebd: one cannot be in a transcendental position 
unless one very faithfully serves a pure vaisnava. One 
must accept a vaisnava guru (adau gurv-dsrayam ), 
and then by questions and answers one should 
gradually learn what pure devotional service to 
Krishna is. That is called the parampard system. 

— Purport to Cc. antya 7.53 

Indian lady: How does one contact the spiri¬ 
tual master? Through a book can you contact 
the spiritual master? 

Prabhupada: No, you have to associate. 

Syamasundar: "Can you associate through 
a book?" she asked. 

Prabhupada: Yes, through books, and also 
personal. Because when you make a spiritual 
master you have got personal touch. Not that in 
the air you make a spiritual master. You make a 
spiritual master concrete. So as soon as you make 
a spiritual master, you should be inquisitive. 

... if you simply try to understand what is God 
by reading scriptures, you cannot achieve. You 
must approach a guru. Just like a medical book. It 
can be available in the market. If you purchase one 
medical book and study and you become doctor, 
that is not possible. You must hear the medical book 
from a medical man in the college, medical college. 
Then you will be qualified. And if you say, "Sir, I 
have read all the medical books. Recognize me as a 
medical practitioner," no, that will not be. 

— Lecture on the Appearance day of Srila 
Bhaktivinoda Thakura, 23 Sept 1969, London 

Madhudvisa: One cannot become a medi¬ 
cal practitioner by simply reading the books. He 
must study under a medical practitioner. So in 
the case of your books, is it possible to become a 
devotee without actually having personal asso¬ 
ciation with you? Just by reading your books? 

Prabhupada: No, it is not that you have to 
associate with the author. But one who knows, 
if you cannot understand you have to take les¬ 
son from him. Not necessarily that you have to 
contact with the author always. 

Devotee: Just like the textbooks are not written 
by the teachers; they're written by other professors. 
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Devotee: Usually you don't even meet the 
author. 

Prabhupada: Simply one who knows the 
subject matter, he can explain. 

Madhudvisha: But can your, would your pur¬ 
ports, would that serve as explanation besides... 

Prabhupada: No, no, anyone who knows the 
subject matter, he will be able to explain. It is not 
necessary that the author is required to be present 
there, [break] ...to study from a medical man, I 
never said you have to study from the author. 
Or one who understood the author's purpose. 
Just like we are explaining Bhagavad-glta as it is. 
Not that one has to learn directly from Krishna. 
One who has understood Krishna, from him. 
That is the parampard system.^? 

— Morning Walk, 21 May 1975, Melbourne 

Nama is Not Inferior to Diksa 

From the life of 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Prabhupada 

Once, at the Baghbazar temple, Srila 
Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati saw the devotees sit¬ 
ting for prasada. Kunjada had made a system 
whereby the diksit (devotees who had taken diksa ) 
sat in a separate line from those who had only 
received hari-ndma initiation. Srila Prabhupada 
said, "Those who are diksit are inferior to those 
who are taking shelter of the holy name, hari- 
namasraya [although they were thinking diksit 
superior]. Those who are diksit don't believe nama 
ndml abhinna — the name and the named are non- 
different. For them, arcana (deity worship) is re¬ 
quired." He quoted many references from Caitanya 
Bhdgavata and Caitanya-caritamrta. Lord 
Chaitanya's instructions to His followers were: 

prabhu bale, —"kahildha ei maha-mantra 
ilia japa' giyd kariyd nirbandha 

ilw haite sarva-siddhi haibe sabdra 
sarvaksana bala' ithe vidhi ndhi dra 

"The Lord said, 'Regularly chant japa of this maha- 
mantra. By this chanting you will attain all perfec¬ 
tions. Chant at any time and in any circumstance. 
There are no mles for chanting." [Cb. madhya 23.78] 

"eka krsna-ndme kare sarva-pdpa ksaya 
nava-vidha bhakti-purna nama haite haya 

"Simply by chanting the holy name of Krishna, 
one is relieved from all of the reactions of a sinful 
life. One can complete the nine processes of devo¬ 
tional service simply by chanting the holy name. 
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diksa-purascarya-vidhi apeksa na kare 
jihvd-sparse a-candala sabare uddhare 

"One does not have to receive formal initiation ( diksa) 
nor undergo the various purificatory activities re¬ 
quired before initiation known as the purascarya-vidhi. 
One simply has to vibrate the holy name with his 
lips. Thus even a man in the lowest caste [candala] 
can be delivered." [ Cc. madhya 15.107-108] 

Chanting of the holy name is not dependent 
on brahminical initiation or anything else. Those 
who were dlksit had been in the math longer. Be¬ 
cause diksa was awarded after hari-ndma , there¬ 
fore they were thinking themselves superior# 

— Remembrances of Sripad Jatisekhar Das, disciple of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Saraswati, from the upcoming biography of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta by Sri 
Srimad Bhaktivikash Swami 

Plow and Flute 

Srila Gour Govinda Swami 

Devotee: We have been hearing from you 
the reason for the hue [color] of Krishna, 
Radharani and Mahaprabhu's bodies. What is 
the reason for Lord Balaram's whitish hue? 

Srila Gour Govinda Swami: Balaram is 
Nityananda Prabhu. Nitdi pada-kamala, koti- 
candra susltala — the lotus feet of Nityananda 
Ram are as cool and merciful as the cooling ef¬ 
fect of millions of moons. White is the color of 
moonlight, which indicates coolness and mercy! 

Therefore Balaram has a plow in His hand and 
Krishna has a flute. First, cultivation is needed, 
karsana. Then all nasty weed-like things will be rooted 
out. The field should be cultivated properly with the 
plow of Balaram, then the field of the heart, hrdaya- 
ksetra, becomes fertile and the seed of the devotional 
creeper, bhakti-latd, may be sown. The field must not 
be barren. If you sow the seed on barren land it will 
never fructify. That is what Gopinathacharya said 
to Sarvabhauma Bhattacharya, "Why am I sowing 
seeds in a barren land [by trying to convince you]? I 
am doing useless labor, because it will never fruc¬ 
tify." After proper cultivation by Balaram's plow, 
when the land is fertile, then the seed should be sown. 
When the seed sprouts and you develop preml-bhakti 
then you will be attracted by Krishna's flute. The 
flute represents dkarsana, attraction. 

Devotee: When we hear from a bona fide 
guru, is that cultivation of the land? 

Srila Gour Govinda Swami: Cultivating the 
land means following the rules and regulations, 
vaidhi-bhakti. The guru will give you some do's and 
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some don'ts: follow the rules and regulations, chant 
sixteen rounds per day, etc. After proper cultiva¬ 
tion the unwanted weed-like things are rooted out, 
anartha-upasama, and the field becomes fertile. Then 
the guru will sow the bhakti-latd-bija. Under his 
guidance you will do sravanam klrtanam, you will 
hear krsna-katha, and then you will develop 
raganuga-bhakti. You will come to rdga-mdrga-bhakti 
and develop prema under the guidance of that guru. 
Then you will see Krishna. Then you will get 
Krishna. Then the sweet flute singing of Krishna, 
which attracts everyone, will enchant you. 
Akarsana is the ultimate thing, but first must come 
karsana, cultivation. Kdrsana-dkarsana, cultivation 
and enchantment, this is the Krishna-Balaram 
Mandir [name of the temple in Bhubaneswar].# 

Vrindavan is Like a Lotus 

From Prema-vilasa 

Nityananda Das, the author of Prema-vilasa, 
was born at Sri Khanda in 1537 AD in a dy¬ 
nasty of physicians. His original name was 
Balaram, arid his father's name was Atmaram 
Das. Both of his parents passed away when he 
was a small boy. When he took initiation from 
Srimati Jahnava Thakurani, the consort of Lord 
Nityananda Prabhu, she gave him the name 
Nityananda Das. Some scholars say he wrote Sri 
Prema-vilasa in the year 1600. 

Prema-vilasa is composed in the standard 
Bengali verse style known as payar. Yet, unlike most 
Bengali Gaudiya vaisnava literatures, the facts are 
narrated in a comparatively brief and straightfor- 
zvard manner, without much poetic ornamentation. 
Although both vaisnava and secular scholars con¬ 
sider parts of Prema-vilasa to have been later in¬ 
terpolated, the book is still valued in devotional as 
well as academic circles for its historical merit and 
philosophical content. There are two editions of the 
book available today, an older edition that contains 
20 chapters and the Berhampur edition that con¬ 
tains twenty-four and a half chapters. 

Nityananda Das gives some description of the 
pastimes of Mahaprabhu and information concerning 
many other devotees such as Lord Nityananda Prabhu, 
Jahnava Mata, Sri Virabhadra Gosai, Adzvaita 
Acharya Prabhu, and Rupa, Sanatan and Jiva 
Goswamis. Hozvever, the book is mostly an account of 
the lives of Srinivas Acarya and Syamananda Prabhu. 

Prema-vilasa is quoted by both Srila 
Bhaktisiddhanta Saraszvati Thakur and Srila A.C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada in their purports 
to Caitanya-caritamrta adi 13.60. 
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The following excerpt from Prema-vilasa (chapter 
16, texts 174 - 191) is from a conversation between 
Nityananda Das and Srila Raghunath Das Goswami 
that took place while the tivo were at Radha-kunda. 

Raghunath Das Goswami said, "While stay¬ 
ing here and visiting the various pastime places, 
be careful not to commit any offense even in your 
mind. The pastimes of Krishna cannot be under¬ 
stood, but if you read the books of Srila Rupa 
Goswami then you will understand them. If you 
cannot hear about these subjects from the mouth 
of your guru then you should hear from persons 
in whom you have full faith, for by doing so you 
will become fixed in your mind. You should un¬ 
derstand the different pastimes that Radha and 
Krishna are performing day and night in differ¬ 
ent places in Vrindavan. Although Radha and 
Krishna are always performing pleasure pastimes 
in Vrindavan, no one can perceive them. The 
amazing conjugal pastimes of Radha and 
Krishna are only understood by the gopTs." 

Nityananda Das replied to Raghunath Das, 
"There is one doubt in my heart. If you give me 
your kind permission I will express it to you. 
My inquisitive mind has become blessed by hear¬ 
ing from your lotus mouth about Vrindavan. 

"The distance between Vrindavan and the bank 
of Radha kunda and Syama kunda is about eight 
krosas [a krosa is about two miles or 
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three kilometers] and Govardhana is two krosas 
from the kundas. Sanketa is eight krosas from 
Vrindavan, Nandiswara is two krosas and Yavat is 
one krosa. Radha and Krishna travel between these 
places in a moment. How is it possible for Radha, 
Krishna, and their associates to travel such dis¬ 
tances daily? For a long time I have had a desire to 
hear the answer to this question. Otherwise how 
can a sadhaka understand these pastimes?" 

Mercifully, Das Goswami said, "Listen, 
Nityananda Das! Krishna's pastimes are always 
going on in these places. Through sastra, 
Mahaprabhu has established that Vrindavan is 
just like a lotus flower. 

mudita prakdsa haila did ta prakdra 
vildse mudita hana lllaya vistdra 

"As a lotus, Vrindavan is manifested in two 
ways, closed and open. It closes itself in plea¬ 
sure, vilasa ; and opens itself in sport. Ilia. 

ei rape haya saba gamandgamana 
tadasrita yei tdnra haya ei mana 

In this way Radha Krishna and Their asso¬ 
ciates come and go. Only those favored devo¬ 
tees of the Lord can understand this. 

yogamdyd bale ilw glwtand dclwya 
ydnhdra gamana sei kichu ndjdnaya 

By the strength of yogamdyd one can understand 
these matters. Other persons cannot understand# 

[Translated from the Mahesh Library edition, Calcutta, 1999] 

Vrindavan Nistha 

vrndaranyam tyajeti pravadati yadi ko 'py asya 
jihvam chinadmi 

srimad-vrndavanan mam yadi nayati baldt ko 'pi 
tarn hanmy avasyam 

kamam vesyam upeyam na khalu parinayayanyato 
yami kamam 

cauryam kurydm dhandrtham na tu calati padam 
hanta vrndavandn me 

If someone tells me, "You should leave Vrindavan," 
I will cut out his tongue. If someone tries to drag 
me from Vrindavan by force, I will kill him. If a 
beautiful girl begs me to leave Vrindavan and marry 
her, I will not go. If need be I will become a thief 
and steal the money of others, but I will not take a 
single step out of Vrindavan# 

—Srila Prabodhananda Saraswati's Sri Vrndavana- 
mahimamrta 2.15. Translated by Srimad Kusakratha Das. 
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Even the Critics 
Can Benefit 

Srila A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada 

We are spreading the glories of 
Krishna by pushing forward this Krishna con¬ 
sciousness movement. Krishna's reputation, five 
thousand years after the Battle of Kurukshetra, is 
still expanding throughout the world. Every im¬ 
portant individual within this world must have 
heard of Krishna, especially at the present moment, 
due to the Krishna consciousness movement. Even 
people who do not like us and want to suppress 
the movement are also somehow or other chant¬ 
ing Hare Krishna. They say, "The Hare Krishna 
people should be chastised." Such foolish people 
do not realize the true value of this movement, but 
the mere fact that they want to criticize it gives them 
a chance to chant Hare Krishna, and this is its suc¬ 
cess. — purport to BMg. 5.14.43 

A Container to Receive Prema 

Srila Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

navio maha-vadanyaya krsna-prema-pradaya te 
krsnaya krsna-caitanya-ndmne gaura-tvise namah 

O most munificent incarnation! You are Krishna 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. You have assumed the 
golden colour of Srimati Radharani, and You are 
widely distributing pure love of Krishna. We offer 
our respectful obeisances unto You. 1 


This is the pranama-mantra offered by Srila Rupa 
Goswami. When we offer obeisances to Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu we offer this pranama-mantra. 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu is maha-vadanyayavatara, 
the most munificent incarnation, because He gives 
krsna-prema. No other incarnation gives krsna- 
prema. Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu is non-differ- 
ent from Krishna and He gives krsna-prema with¬ 
out discrimination. Patita pdmara nahi bdche — He 
never discriminates whether one is very elevated 
or very degraded. Even on the part of Lord 
Brahma such krsna-prema is very difficult to at¬ 
tain. So how can we get it? It is only by the cause¬ 
less mercy of Mahaprabhu. He never considers 
whether one deserves it or not. Generally, you get 
what you deserve. But Sriman Mahaprabhu is so 
wonderfully merciful, wonderfully magnanimous 
and wonderfully munificent that he offers krsna- 
prema indiscriminately to one and all. Still, does 
everyone get it? That is another question. 

Liquid Mellow 

Mahaprabhu gives prema-rasa, loving mellow. 

ananda-lllamaya-vigrahaya 

hemabha-divya-cchavi-sundaraya 
tasmai maha-prema-rasa-pradaya 

caitanya-candrdya namo namas te 

O Lord Chaitanya-chandra! O Lord whose form is 
full of blissful pastimes! O Lord whose complexion 
is as splendid as gold! O Lord who gives in charity 
the most glorious mellow of pure love for Lord 
Krishna! I offer my respectful obeisances unto You. 2 
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Srila Prabhodhananda Saraswati uses the 
phrase "maha-prema-rasa". When referring to 
mellow, rasa, it is not something solid. It is liq¬ 
uid. Prema-rasa is to be tasted, relished. Have 
you gotten prema ? No? Mahaprabhu is the giver 
and we are the receivers. We should receive 
krsna-prema. So why is it that we cannot receive 
it? If I offer to give you something: "All right, 
take this." How will you take it? You may stretch 
out your hand and say, "Yes. Give me, give me, 
give me." But this is mellow. If someone gives 
you some mellow you need to have a proper 
container in which to receive it. If there are holes 
in your container, how can you receive it? Ev¬ 
erything will pour out. With what type of con¬ 
tainer shall we approach Mahaprabhu to re¬ 
ceive the prema-rasa that He is giving? 

If you go to the Ganges with a pot that is com¬ 
pletely filled to the brim with filthy, nasty things, 
how can you get Ganges water? You must ex¬ 
amine the pot to see whether it is suitable or 
not. If it is filled with filthy things, first remove 
them and wash it out. Let it be vacant. Then 
you can get Ganges water. Similarly, 
Mahaprabhu is giving prema-rasa, loving mel¬ 
low. So how can we approach Him, and with 
what kind of container? Do you know? 

Lions Milk 

Another question is there. You can put the 
milk of a cow in an earthen pot, but can you 
put the milk of a lioness in an earthen pot? If 
you go to receive the milk of a lioness in an 
earthen pot, you cannot get it because the milk 
of a lioness is very strong. An earthen pot has 
many pores in it, so it will crack and everything 
will pour out. To get the milk of a lioness a 
golden pot is required. Mahaprabhu gives 
prema-rasa, loving mellow. You must approach 
Him with a proper container that has no holes 
in it. It is said that Chaitanya is like a lion, 
caitanya-simha. He roars like a lion. He has the 
shoulders of a lion, and He was born in the 
simha-rasi, phalgum purnima the full moon day 
of the month of Phalgun. 

He is a lion, caitanya-simha. So when He gives 
prema-rasa, what type of container is required to 
receive it? The proper container is the heart. You 
cannot receive it with your hands or any other 
container. The container is your heart. Only with 
that container can you get the prema-rasa given 
by Mahaprabhu. But you should examine your 


heart to see that there are no holes in it. Is it a 
pure heart? If there are holes or nasty things in it, 
how can you get prema-rasa ? Kama, krodha, lobha, 
moha, mada and matsarya: lust, anger, greed, pride, 
arrogance and enviousness. These are the nasty 
things. These are the holes in the container. Al¬ 
though Mahaprabhu gives indiscriminately to one 
and all, why is it that one and all are not getting 
it? How will our hearts be free from all these 
things? How can we take care of the container of 
the heart so that we may receive Mahaprabhu's 
mercy and make a success of our human birth? 

Offer Respect to All 

Mahaprabhu gives this prema through chant¬ 
ing the holy name. 

hare krsna hare krsna krsna krsna hare hare 
hare rama hare rama rama rama hare hare 

mukhya pati jiva paya krsna-prema dhana 
niraparadhe ndma laile paya prema-dhana 

If your chanting is pure, offenseless, then you 
will definitely get krsna-prema. Do not commit 
any offenses, namaparadha. Chant the pure 
name. Mahaprabhu gives prema through chant¬ 
ing, but He gives a condition: 

trnad api sunicena taror iva sahisnund 
amdnind manadena klrtanlyah sada harih 

One should think oneself much humbler than 
a blade of grass lying in the street. Taror iva 
sahisnund — one should be as tolerant as a tree. 
Amdnind manadena — we should not demand 
respect for ourselves but rather we should give 
respect to one and all. The pot of the heart 
should be made up of these four constituents. 
Mahaprabhu is the giver and you are the re¬ 
ceiver. If your pot is not made up of these con¬ 
stituents, how can you receive? 

A Vaishnava is Prideless 

To explain this verse, Kaviraja Goswami has 
written: 

uttama hand dpandke mane trnadhama 
dni-prakare sahisnutd kare vrksa-sama 

These are the symptoms of one who chants the Hare 
Krishna mahd-mantra: Although he is very exalted, 
he thinks himself lower than the grass on the ground, 
and, like a tree, he tolerates everything in two ways: 4 

vrksa yena kdtileha kichit nd bolaya 
sitkdhd maileha kare pant nd mdgaya 
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"When a tree is cut down it does not protest, and even 
when drying up it does not ask anyone for water. 5 

yei ye magaye, tare deya dpana-dhana 
gharma-vrsti sake, anera karaye raksana 

The tree delivers its fruits, flowers and whatever it 
possesses to anyone and everyone. It tolerates 
scorching heat and torrents of rain, yet it still gives 
shelter to others. 6 

uttama hand vaisnava habe nirabhimdna 
jwesammdna dibejani’ 'krsna'-adhisthana 

Although a vaisnava is the most exalted person, he 
is prideless and gives all respect to everyone, know¬ 
ing everyone to be the resting-place of Krishna. 7 

A vaisnava is a very elevated person, but his mood 
is, "I am the lowest of the low. Everyone is superior 
to me. No one is below me." That is trnad api sumcena 
— no pride at all. In Bhagavad-gitd Krishna says, 

dambho darpo 'bhimanas ca krodhah parusyam eva ca 
ajhanam cdbhijdtasya pdrtlw sampadam dsiirlm 

Pride, arrogance, conceit, anger, harshness and 
ignorance - these qualities belong to those of de¬ 
moniac nature, O son of Prtha. 8 

Pride is a demoniac quality. A vaisnava is 
prideless. He gives respect to one and all because 
he sees Krishna in the heart of everyone — 
krsna-adhisthana. He does not disrespect even a 
tiny ant because he sees the relationship with 
Krishna, "This is Krishna's jlva." 

ei-mata hand yei krsna-ndma laya 
sn-krsna-carane tdhra prema upajaya 

If one chants the holy name of Krishna in this man¬ 
ner, he will certainly awaken his dormant love for 
Krishna's lotus feet. 9 

This is the condition given by Mahaprabhu. 
Although Mahaprabhu gives krsna-prema, and 
although we may chant for many years, still we 
cannot get it if we do not follow His teachings. 
We have so much pride, arrogance, conceit, and 
ignorance — all demoniac qualities. We are not 
taking care of the pot. Our heart is the container 
in which we can receive the prema-rasa given 
by Mahaprabhu. But we have not examined the 
pot. Our pot has so many holes that although 
He gives, everything just pours out. We must 
understand this. Krishna says that this pride, 
arrogance, conceit, harshness and ignorance are 
demoniac characteristics. Demons are generally 
proud, puffed-up persons. But one who has 
come to this path of devotional service should 
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not be proud at all. He should be very humble, 
much humbler than a blade of grass. A vaisnava 
is a very elevated person, but he always thinks, 
"I am the lowest of the low." Mahaprabhu is 
teaching this, not theoretically, but practically. 

Notes 

1 Cc. madhya 19.53. 5 Cc. antya 20.23. 

2 Sri Caitanya-candramrta 6 Cc. antya 20.24. 

text 9. 7 Cc. antya 20.25. 

3 Siksdstaka 3. 8 Bg. 16.4. 

4 Cc. antya 20.22. 9 Cc. antya 20.26. 

Regaining a Lost Kingdom 

Excerpts from the Life of 
Maharaja Chodagangadev 

Devendravarma Rajaraja of the Ganga dy¬ 
nasty ruled Kalinga, Central Orissa, from A.D. 
1070 to 1078. After his untimely death his son, 
Ananta Chodagangadev, became king at a very 
young age. A great devotee of Lord Jagannath, 
Maharaja Chodagangadev is credited zvith hav¬ 
ing built the present temple of Jagannath in 
Puri. (Until the beginning of the twentieth cen¬ 
tury scholars had credited Maharaja 
Anangabhim II zvith the building of the 
Jagannath temple. But in 1990 tzvo copper plate 
inscriptions zvere found in Puri at the Trimali 
Math. These, together zvith the copper plates 
of the Ganga king NarasUhha II zvhich zvere 
found in 1892, clearly identify Maharaja 
Chodagangadev as the builder.) 

The follozving story from the life of Chodagangadev 
is found, zvith some small variations, in the history 
books of Andhra Pradesh, as zvell as in the 
Rajacarita of the Madalapanji, containing the his¬ 
tory of the kings of Orissa, and also in the 
Ramacarita of Sandyakar Nandi, a contemporary 
of Chodagangadev in Bengal. 

Curse of Bhimakavi 

Once, the powerful ascetic poet Bhimakavi 
came to visit the court of Maharaja 
Chodagangadev. When he was refused en¬ 
trance, Bhimakavi became very angry and 
cursed Chodagangadev that within thirty- 
two days he would lose his kingdom and 
all of his wealth to his enemies. Shortly af¬ 
ter this, the king of Sajjanagara (Jajpur) in¬ 
vaded his kingdom and Chodaganga had to 
flee. One of Chodagangadev's enemies was 
made king. 
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Chodagangadev was left wandering alone 
with no friends and no place to go. During the 
darkness of night he fell down in a ditch by the 
road. Just then a man was passing by in a 
palanquin. Seeing the distress of 
Chodagangadev the man got down and gave 
him assistance. The former king explained who 
he was and that his current plight was due to 
his offense to the great Bhimakavi. Hearing the 
words of Chodagangadev the man became 
pleased and revealed that he was actually 
Bhimakavi. He then blessed Raja 
Chodagangadev that he would soon defeat the 
king of Sajjanagara and regain his kingdom. 

Theatre 

Some days after this a traveling theatre group 
of the Kucipudi Bhdgavata sect was passing by. They 
were on their way to Kalinga-nagara (present- 
day Cuttack), the capital of Kalinga, for the 
pattabhisekha, grand coronation ceremony of the 
new king. On the way the man carrying all of 
their musical instruments had died and they were 
in need of a replacement. They saw 
Chodagangadev sitting by the road singing a song. 
Not recognizing him as the former king, they in¬ 
vited him to carry their musical instruments in 
exchange for meals. Chodagangadev agreed and 
they shortly arrived at Kalinga-nagara. 
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The new king made all arrangements for the 
theatre party. It was decided that they would 
perform a drama of how the king had de¬ 
feated Chodagangadev and captured the 
throne. The chief of the group decided that 
since he was very brave and could sing well, 
the newly recruited member of the troupe 
would be the best person to play 
Chodagangadev. For his costume they took 
the sword, horse and crown of the new king. 

On the day of the performance, the king, 
his ministers, and many people gathered to 
see. When the curtains opened they saw 
Chodagandadev sitting on a horse with a 
sword and a crown. Everyone was amazed 
to see how much the actor looked like 
Chodagangadev. Chodagangadev suddenly 
jumped into the audience, came near the 
new king, and with a single swoop of his 
sword cut off his head. He then sat down 
in his former throne and declared to his old 
ministers that it was actually he, 
Chodagangadev. The now dead king's fol¬ 
lowers fled the kingdom in fear. $$ 

Adapted from Kailash Chandra Dash. Legend, History and Culture of India. 
Calcutta. Punthi-Pustak. 1997. 

Wander in Vrindavan 

bhrdtar bhogdh su-bhuktah ka iha na bhavata 
ndpi samsara madhye 

vidyd-danadhvarddyaih kati kati jagati khyati- 
pujddy-alabdhah 

adyahdre 'pi yadrcchika uru-gunavdn apy aho 
samvrtatmd 

snmad-vrndavane 'smin satatam ata sakhe 
sarvato mukta-sangah 

O brother, what kinds of enjoyment have 
you not already experienced in this world 
of birth and death? What kind of fame and 
worship have you not already attained in 
this world by scholarship, charity and sac¬ 
rifice? For today, O friend, simply accept 
whatever food comes unsought, look to see 
the good qualities in others and not their 
faults, do not put yourself forward but re¬ 
main obscure and unknown, and continu¬ 
ally wander without any companion in this 
beautiful forest of Vrindavan.^ 

— Srila Prabhodananda Saraszvati's Sri Vrndavana-mahimamrta 2.14. 
Translated by Sripad Kusakratha Prabhu 
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When Bhagavatam 
Enters the Heart 

BhAG. 2.8.5 TEXT AND PURPORT 
by His Divine Grace 
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami 
Prabhupada 

pravistah karna-randhrena svandm bhdva-saroruham 
dhunoti samalam krsnah salilasya yatha sarat 

The sound incarnation of Lord Krishna, the 
Supreme Soul [i.e. Srimad Bhagavatam], enters 
into the heart of a self-realized devotee, sits 
on the lotus flower of his loving relationship, 
and thus cleanses the dust of material asso¬ 
ciation, such as lust, anger and hankering. 
Thus it acts like autumnal rains upon pools 
of muddy water. 

PURPORT 

It is said that a single pure devotee of the Lord 
can deliver all the fallen souls of the world. Thus 
one who is actually in the confidence of a pure 
devotee like Narada or Sukadev Goswami and 
thus is empowered by one's spiritual master, as 
Narada was by Brahmaji, can not only deliver 
himself from the clutches of mdyd, or illusion, but 
can deliver the whole world by his pure and em¬ 
powered devotional strength. The comparison to 
the autumnal rain that falls on muddy reservoirs 
of water is very appropriate. During the rainy sea¬ 
son all the waters of the rivers become muddy. 


but in the month of July-August, the autumn sea¬ 
son, when there is a slight rainfall, the muddy 
waters of the rivers all over the world become at 
once clear. By addition of some chemical, a small 
reservoir of water like that of a metropolitan wa¬ 
terworks tank can be cleared, but by such a tiny 
effort it is not possible to clear up all the reservoirs 
of water like the rivers. A powerful pure devotee 
of the Lord, however, can deliver not only his per¬ 
sonal self but also many others in his association. 

In other words, the cleansing of the polluted heart 
by other methods (like the culture of empiric knowl¬ 
edge or mystic gymnastics) can simply cleanse one's 
own heart, but devotional service to the Lord is so 
powerful that it can cleanse the hearts of the people 
in general, by the devotional service of the pure, 
empowered devotee. A hue representative of the 
Lord like Narada, Sukadev Goswami, Lord 
Chaitanya, the six Goswamis and later Srila 
Bhaktivinode Thakur and Srimad Bhaktisiddhanta 
Saraswati Thakur, etc., can deliver all people by 
their empowered devotional service. 

By sincere efforts to hear Srimad Bhagavatam 
one realizes his constitutional relationship with 
the Lord in the transcendental humor of servi¬ 
tude, friendship, paternal affection or conjugal 
love, and by such self-realization one becomes 
situated at once in the transcendental loving 
service of the Lord. Not only were all the pure 
devotees like Narada self-realized souls, but they 
were engaged in preaching work automatically 
by spiritual impetus, and thus they delivered 
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many poor souls entangled in the material 
modes. They became so powerful because they 
sincerely followed the Bhagavatam principles by 
regular hearing and worshiping. By such ac¬ 
tions the accumulated material lusts, etc., be¬ 
come cleansed by the personal endeavor of the 
Lord within the heart. The Lord is always 
within the heart of the living being, but He be¬ 
comes manifested by one's devotional service. 

Purification of the heart by culture of knowl¬ 
edge or mystic yoga may be all right for the time 
being for an individual person, but it is like the 
cleansing of a small quantity of stagnant water 
by chemical processes. Such clarification of 
water may stand for the time being and the sedi¬ 
ments settle down, but by a slight agitation ev¬ 
erything becomes muddy. The idea is that de¬ 
votional service to the Lord is the only method 
of cleansing the heart for good. Whereas other 
methods may be superficially good for the time 
being, there is a risk of becoming muddy again 
due to agitation of the mind. Devotional ser¬ 
vice to the Lord, with specific attention for hear¬ 
ing Srimad Bhagavatam regularly and always, 
is the best-recommended method for liberation 
from the clutches of illusion. 

A Saintly Lady in Vrindavan 

Excerpted from 
SrI Prema PradIpa 

by Srila Thakur Bhaktivinode 

Sri Prema PradIpa is a novel that was written 
by Srila Thakur Bhaktivinode in 1886. It is the story 
of three young men from Calcutta, Anand Babu, 
Mallik Mahasaya, arid Naren Babu, who, after com¬ 
ing to Vrindavan and associating with devotees of 
Krishna, take up vaisnavism. The following story 
is from the seventh ray. 

One vaisnava came and invited everyone for a 
festival at Prema-kunja. Anand Babu, Yogi 
Babaji, Mallik Mahasaya, and Naren Babu all 
promised to attend. 

At ten o'clock in the morning, after finishing 
pujd, prayers, and the reading of sastra, they all 
went to Prema-kunja. Prema-kunja is a most 
sanctified place, surrounded by a wall and beau¬ 
tified by many madhavT creepers. The Deities of 
Lord Gauranga and Nityananda Prabhu were 
situated in front of a broad courtyard. Many 
vaisnavas were performing klrtana there. 

Visiting vaisnavas were gradually coming. They all 
sat in the courtyard and discussed various topics. 


Caitanya-caritamrta Recitation 

Within the kuhja there was one room for the 
vaisnavls, and there one vaisnavT named Prema- 
bhavini was reciting Caitanya-caritamrta. Even 
though the vaisnavT s room was separate, still, 
male vaisnavas were not forbidden to visit. 

Naren Babu said to Anand Babu, "You see, I 
don't find any difference between the asramas of 
the Brahmos and the vaisnavas. As the woman 
Brahmos read and sing, the woman vaisnavas 
do the same here. This arrangement is not new 
for the vaisnavas. So there is no doubt that the 
Brahmos have seen this system and followed it." 

After gradually moving forward, Naren Babu 
and Anand Babu arrived at the woman's room. 
They saw all the female servants of Krishna sit¬ 
ting in the dust. Prema-bhavini was sitting on a 
small dsana and reciting. She was wearing plain 
white cloth. Her forehead was marked with 
long tilaka, and her neck was decorated with 
tulasl beads. Her limbs were marked with the 
holy name of Hari. Near her was an acamana 
cup. The vaisnavls sitting around her were wear¬ 
ing the same dress and holding japa-mdla in their 
hands. They were all looking at Prema-bhavini's 
face like cdtaka birds. She was sweetly reciting 
from Caitanya-caritamrta (2.23.9-13): 

kona bhagye konajivera ‘sraddha yadi haya 
tabe sei jtva 'sddhu-sahga' ye karaya 

sadhu-safiga haite haya 'sravana-kirtana' 
sadhana-bhaktye haya 'sarvanartha-nivartana' 

anartha-nivrtti haile bhaktye ‘nistha haya 
nistha haite sravanddye ‘ruci' upajaya 

mci haite bhaktye haya ‘asaktT pracura 
dsakti haite cittejanme krsne prlty-ahkura 

sei 'bhava' gadha haile dhare ‘prema -nama 
sei prema 'prayojana' sarvananda-dhama 

If, by good fortune, a living entity develops faith in 
Krishna, he begins to associate with devotees. When 
one is encouraged in devotional service by the asso¬ 
ciation of devotees, one becomes free from all un¬ 
wanted contamination by following the regulative 
principles and chanting and hearing. When one is 
freed from all unwanted contamination, he advances 
with firm faith. When firm faith in devotional service 
awakens, a taste for hearing and chanting also awak¬ 
ens. After taste is awakened, a deep attachment arises, 
and from that attachment the seed of love for Krishna 
grows in the heart. When that ecstatic emotional stage 
intensifies, it is called love of Godhead. Such love is 
life's ultimate goal and the reservoir of all pleasure. 



Sri SiriskKa.-UtkiLw.rta. 'hiKthi 

One of the listeners, a young lady named Rasa- 
bhavini, asked, "Sakhl, what is rati?” 

Hearing that question, Prema-bhavini replied, 
"Rati is the seedling of prema." 

Rasa-bhavini slightly smiled and again in¬ 
quired, "Where does rati reside, and unto whom 
should it be reposed?" 

Prema-bhavini was an experienced vaisnavT. 
She had many times already discussed all these 
topics and understood the conclusions. Hear¬ 
ing Rasa-bhavini's question, Prema-bhavini's 
heart melted in ecstatic love and incessant tears 
began to flow from her eyes. She began to speak: 

"Sakhl, don't harbor worldly consciousness in 
spiritual subject matters. This is not the rati that 
you hear about in the debauchee's perverted sen¬ 
sual activities. The rati in the material body is burnt 
in the crematorium along with the body. It doesn't 
permanently remain with you. The rati experi¬ 
enced in the dealings between men and women 
in this world is very insignificant, because the plea¬ 
sure of the body is finished with the body. The 
living entity is spirit soul. He has an eternal body. 
In that eternal body every living entity is strl, or 
enjoyed, and Sri Krishnachandra is the only 
purusa, or enjoyer. The demands of the material 
body should be reduced and those of the eternal 
body should be increased. As a woman's rati, or 
affection, rushes severely towards a man, the tran¬ 
scendental rati of the eternal stri’s body rushes to¬ 
wards Sri Krishna. The heart's lust for sense ob¬ 
jects is called rati. But the spiritual body's natural 
lust for Krishna is the living entity's eternal rati. 
Sakhl, if that rati is not manifest then why you'll 
give up everything — honor and respect — to live 
in Vraja? Rati is a natural propensity. It is cause¬ 
less. On seeing the sense objects it becomes agi¬ 
tated. As I said previously, rati is the seed of prema. 
This seed should be sprouted by the watering pro¬ 
cess of hearing and chanting." 

As Prema-bhavini spoke, feelings of ecstasy arose 
in her. She became restless and fell, while exclaim¬ 
ing, "O Lord of my heart, where are You?" Every¬ 
one became anxious and chanted hari-nama to her. 

Naren Babu said to Anand Babu, "See? Here's 
an example of pure love. Those fools who call 
vaisnavas debauchees are most unfortunate. They 
cannot understand what vaisnava prema is." 

Honoring Prasada 

Meanwhile, a conch shell was blown and all 
the vaisnavas assembled in the courtyard. All the 
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visiting vaisnavas sat down to honor the festival 
prasada. In order to show respect to the re¬ 
nounced vaisnavas, the grhastha vaisnavas 
waited on them. There arose loud chanting of 
the names of Sri Gauranga and Nityananda. 
Everyone began taking prasada saying, "Prema 
sukheV While taking sak, or spinach, one 
vaisnava took a few strands in his mouth and 
cried out, "Oh! How much happiness 
Krishnachandra had eating this sak\” Taking 
krsna-prasada, they were all overwhelmed think¬ 
ing how Krishna was pleased. After honoring 
prasada, everyone got up while chanting 
"Haribol!" with love and devotion. 

Remnants of the Vaishnavas 

The festival organizers gathered together some 
of the vaisnavas' remnants. When Anand Babu 
asked Yogi Babaji about this, Babaji replied, "That 
prasada is called adharamrta, nectar of the lips. 
Whoever is averse to honoring this adharamrta 
due to caste consciousness is a pretender and 
devoid of equanimity. He cannot be considered 
a vaisnava. The festival's adharamrta is the test¬ 
ing ground for those who are proud of their caste. 
Particularly, the visiting vaisnavas have purified 
all types of people, for by taking their remnants 
with love, one's pride of birth is vanquished. 
When one's pride of birth is vanquished, one can 
get krsna-bhakti." Anand Babu, Mallik Mahasaya, 
and Naren Babu then honored those remnants 
with great love and devotion. 

Unity 

Naren Babu said, "I see that only vaisnavism 
has the purity to bring unity amongst humans. 
The Brahmos are falsely proud of their equanim¬ 
ity, but in practice they're not magnanimous. 
Now I understand that in cultivating religiosity 
one must know that all living entities are equal. 
However, it is the opinion of the Aryans that one 
should maintain some discrimination in matters 
of worldly dealings and birth. When one under¬ 
stands this caste discrimination of the Aryans to 
be only a worldly consideration, then the par¬ 
ticular faults that the Brahmos perceive in the 
caste system are shown to be simply extraneous." 

Anand Babu and Mallik Mahasaya both sup¬ 
ported Naren's conclusion. 

Everyone thus finished taking prasada. All the 
vaisnavas chanted "Hari bol!" as they returned 
to their own places. One old vaisnavT was the 
manager of Prema-kunja. She affectionately 
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took Anand Babu, Naren Babu, and Mallik 
Mahasaya to the woman's room and had them 
sit down. They were all pleased, being en¬ 
chanted by her motherly affection. The old 
vaisnavT inquired, "Where is your residence? By 
your speech it appears you are from Calcutta." 

Mallik Mahasaya, Anand Babu, and Naren 
Babu then gave their introductions. 

Long Lost Aunt 

Listening to Naren Babu's introduction, 
Prema-bhavini moved forward and asked, "Can 
you recognize me?" 

Naren Babu said, "No." 

Prema-bhavini said, "Can you say where your 
aunt is now?" 

Naren Babu said, "When I was just a child 
my aunt went to Kasi. She never returned 
home. I can somewhat remember her features. 
She used to put me to sleep with stories about 
dacoits." 

Prema-bhavini said, "I'm that aunt of yours! 
When I left you and went to Kasi, I found that 
very painful. I stayed in Kasi for some time, but 
found the association to be not good. Thus I 
have come to Vrindavan. I've been living in this 
kuiija for the last twenty years. Since coming 
here I've become attached to vaisnavism. I've 
read all the vaisnava literatures, listened to the 
sadhu's instructions, and gradually taken com- 
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plete shelter of Hari's lotus feet. Since coming 
here I haven't tried to get news about you or 
written any letter to you. I remained silent fear¬ 
ing that if I inquired about you I may fall into 
the material whirlpool again. After seeing you 
today I'm feeling a kind of jubilation. Seeing you 
with tilaka and japa beads, I couldn't think of 
you as a family member. In my father's side 
everyone was a sakta, or worshiper of Devi. 
Please tell me how you've become a vaisnava ?" 

Naren Babu told everything about himself. Hear¬ 
ing this, Prema-bhavini became overwhelmed 
with joy and couldn't speak. "Hey Nanda-tanaya! 
Hey Gopi-jana-vallabha! Who can understand on 
what pretext You accept someone and bestow 
mercy on him." Saying this, Prema-bhavini fell to 
the ground. Her hairs stood on end, and her body 
began perspiring and shivering. 

Naren Babu picked his father's sister up with 
affection as if she were his mother. Rasa-bhavini, 
Krishna-kangalini, Hari-rangini, and other 
vaisnavTs smeared their bodies with the dust from 
Prema-bhavini's feet while sweetly chanting. One 
old vaisnavT said, "Prema-bhavini's life has become 
successful. She is illumined with that love of God 
which is difficult for even Lord Brahma to attain." 

After some time Prema-bhavini came to her ex¬ 
ternal senses. She opened her eyes and, while cry¬ 
ing, began to say, "Naren! Stay for a few days 
and visit me daily. Let your devotion to your guru's 
feet be fixed. Without the mercy of the guru, no 
one can have Krishna's mercy. When you go 
home, take some Vraja dust for your mother." 

Naren Babu said, "PisTmal If you wish to go 
home, I will take you with special care." 

Prema-bhavini said, "Darling, I've become in¬ 
different to everything. I no longer desire nice food, 
nice clothes, nice house, or loving relations. I 
strongly desire to serve Krishna with a fixed mind. 
Had you not taken shelter of vaisnavism, I wouldn't 
have introduced myself to you. The devotees of 
Krishna are my mother and father — they are 
my friends and brothers. Only Krishna is my hus¬ 
band. Leaving life with Krishna, I won't go any¬ 
where. You stay well and worship Krishna." 

Just then. Yogi Babaji called them. Mallik 
Mahasaya, Naren Babu, and Anand Babu of¬ 
fered obeisances to the old vaisnavT and Prema- 
bhavini and went to the outer room. 'Sfi 

[Translated by H.H. Subhag Swami. Edited and published by Pundarika 
Vidyanidhi Das. Available from Vrajraj Press, c/o ISKCON Vrindavan.] 
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Principles of Friendship 

SrImad Bhagavatam 3.29.17 

Translation and Commentary by 

His Divine Grace 

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

mahatam bahu-manena dinanam anukampaya 
maitrya caivatma-tulyesu yamena niyamena ca 

The pure devotee should execute devotional 
service by giving the greatest respect to the 
spiritual master and the acaryas. He should be 
compassionate to the poor and make friend¬ 
ship with persons who are his equals. But all 
his activities should be executed under regu¬ 
lation and with control of the senses. 

PURPORT 

In Bhagavad-gita, Thirteenth Chapter, it is clearly 
stated that one should execute devotional service 
and advance on the path of spiritual knowledge 
by accepting the acarya. Acdryopasanam: one should 
worship an acarya, a spiritual master who knows 
things as they are. The spiritual master must be in 
the disciplic succession from Krishna. The prede¬ 
cessors of the spiritual master are his spiritual mas¬ 
ter, his grand spiritual master, his great-grand spiri¬ 
tual master and so on, who form the disciplic suc¬ 
cession of acaryas. 

It is recommended herewith that all the acaryas 
be given the highest respect. It is stated, gurusu 


nara-matih. Gurusu means "unto the acaryas'', and 
nara-matih means "thinking to be like a common 
man". To think of the vaisnavas, the devotees, as 
belonging to a particular caste or community, to 
think of the acaryas as ordinary men, or to think 
of the Deity in the temple as being made of stone, 
wood, or metal, is condemned. Niyamena: one 
should offer the greatest respect to the acaryas 
according to the standard regulations. A devotee 
should also be compassionate to the poor. This 
does not refer to those who are poverty-stricken 
materially. According to devotional vision, a man 
is poor if he is not in Krishna consciousness. A 
man may be very rich materially but if he is not 
Krishna conscious he is considered poor. On the 
other hand, many acaryas such as Rupa Goswami 
and Sanatan Goswami used to live beneath trees 
every night. Superficially it appeared that they 
were poverty-stricken, but from their writings we 
can understand that in spiritual life they were the 
richest personalities. 

A devotee shows compassion to those poor 
souls who are wanting in spiritual knowledge 
by enlightening them in order to elevate them to 
Krishna consciousness. That is one of the duties 
of a devotee. He should also make friendship with 
persons who are on an equal level or who have 
the same understanding that he does. For a devo¬ 
tee, there is no point in making friendships with 
ordinary persons. He should make friendship 
with other devotees so that by discussing among 
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Principles of Friendship continued 

themselves they may elevate one another on the 
path of spiritual understanding. This is called 
ista-gosthl. 

In Bhagavad-gita there is reference to 
bodhayantah parasparam, "discussing among 
themselves". Generally, pure devotees utilize 
their valuable time in chanting and discussing 
various activities of Lord Krishna or Lord 
Chaitanya among themselves. There are innu¬ 
merable books, such as the Puranas, 
Mahabharata, Bhagavatam, Bhagavad-gita and 
the Upanisads, which contain countless subjects 
for discussion among two devotees or more. 
Friendship should be cemented between per¬ 
sons with mutual interests and understanding. 
Such persons are said to be sva-jati, "of the same 
caste". The devotee should avoid a person 
whose character is not fixed in the standard un¬ 
derstanding, even though he may be a vaisnava, 
a devotee of Krishna. If his character is not cor¬ 
rectly representative then he should be avoided. 
One should steadily control the senses and the 
mind and strictly follow the rules and regula¬ 
tions, and he should make friendship with per¬ 
sons of the same standard. 

The Qualification to Hear 

Srila Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

The first and most important thing is 
sravanam, hearing. One should hear 
bhagavata-katha, krsna-katha, and that will 
purify one's heart. But how are we hear¬ 
ing? Are we hearing for the pleasure of guru 
and Krishna or are we hearing because it 
will give us pleasure? And one who is do¬ 
ing kirtana, a speaker, is he speaking for the 
pleasure of guru and Gauranga, guru and 
Krishna, or is he speaking for his own plea¬ 
sure? If you can please guru and Gauranga, 
guru and Krishna, then automatically you 
will get pleasure. If you cannot please guru 
and Gauranga then is that service on the 
platform of love? If you do not render this 
service for their pleasure, how can you get 
pleasure? What you will get is something 
material, and the consequence will be un¬ 
limited suffering. 

ye hi samsparsa-ja bhogd duhkha-yonaya eva te 

ady-antavantah kaunteya na tesu ramate budhah 


An intelligent person does not take part in the sources of 
misery, which are due to contact with the material senses. 
O son of Kunti, such pleasures have a beginning and an 
end, and so the wise do not delight in them. (Bg. 5.22) 

A genuinely learned pandit, someone who is 
proficient in krsna-tattva, bhagavat-tattva, bhakti- 
tattva, never runs after this material gain or 
profit. Any material gain or pleasure is tempo¬ 
rary and fleeting and its consequence is unlim¬ 
ited misery. He only runs after eternal gain or 
pleasure, that is, the pleasure of guru and 
Krishna, guru and Gauranga. That is the first 
thing in bhakti, or seva, that our service should 
be loving service. 

In Whose Ear? 

So the first item is sravanam, hearing, and 
one who hears is a disciple, but unless you sur¬ 
render, unless you dedicate yourself, you can¬ 
not hear. The katha will never enter into your 
ear. Whose ear will this hari-kathd enter? It will 
enter into the ear of one who is surrendered. 
First you must dedicate yourself and surrender, 
then you will develop nava-vidha bhakti, the nine 
processes of devotional service. Prahlad Maha¬ 
raja says ( Bhdg . 7.5.24), "In my opinion one who 
has developed nava-vidha bhakti has studied the 
best. He is the most learned person because he 
has acquired complete knowledge." 

Unless one surrenders he cannot hear. He 
will have some pride in him. "Oh, I know 
better!" Such a proud, puffed-up fellow! 
"What will he say that I should hear?" This 
hari-kathd will never enter into his ears, be¬ 
cause he is running after his own name, 
fame and prestige, material gain or profit. 
He is not acting for the pleasure of guru and 
Gauranga, guru and Krishna, so his heart 
will not be purified. 

Mahaprabhi/s Free gift 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur 

It is of course no proof of the real suc¬ 
cess of any religious movement that it has 
been able to secure the allegiance of a large 
number of professed followers. The actual 
teachings of no prophet are followed by 
more than a very small minority of his pro¬ 
fessed followers. 



Sri ^Kriskaa-katkaw.rta 'hiKtla 

Sri Gaurasundar teaches the all-suffi¬ 
ciency of the kirtana of the name of Krishna. 
The ritual is the simplest possible. The only 
condition that has to be fulfilled is that the 
name has to be chanted in the company of 
a saint. If there is no saint, there is no name 

— who only makes His appearance on the 
lips of His bonafide devotee. No person is 
likely to object to listening to a saint if he 
really is such, but there are those who may 
object to the name, "Krishna". There may, 
of course, be persons who are prepared to 
object to the whole process as being too 
simple and puerile. But Krishna-talk may 
attract those who object to the chanting 
of the name. In the present age that is 
characterized by so much speculation, the 
talk should be universally acceptable. But 
no talk on the part of a conditioned soul 
will be effective unless it is held with a 
person who really serves Krishna. 

The method of Sri Gaurasundar, accord¬ 
ingly, is that as soon as a person has found 
his spiritual nature due to the causeless 
mercy of the bonafide devotee, he should 
forthwith give up all other occupations and 
engage in the full-time chanting of the name 
of Krishna. He should go from door to door 
chanting the holy name with a loud voice 
so that he may be heard by everyone. 
Krishna is to be hawked as a free gift at the 
door of all the slumberers of this world so 
that Krishna may have a chance of being 
heard by the most graceless of egotists. In 
this way Krishna goes down on His knees, 
as it were, to obtain the slightest recogni¬ 
tion of His existence.^ 

— Harmonist Magazine, January 1932, pp. 214-215. 

Excerpts from the Life of 
Sri Virchandra Prabhu 

Srirnad Virchandra, also known as 
Virbhadra Prabhu, appeared in this world 
on the ninth day of the dark moon in the 
month of Kdrtika. He was the son of 
Nityananda Prabhu and Sri Vasudha, 
Nityananda Prabhu's second wife. 
Nityananda Prabhu's first wife Jahnava 
Mata initiated him. 
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Main Pillar 

Srila Krishnadas Kaviraja Goswami has de¬ 
scribed Virchandra Prabhu in Sri Caitanya- 
caritdmrta adi 11.8-12: 

sn-vlrabhadra gosahi - skandha-mahdsakha 

tdhra upasakhd yata, asankhya tarn leklw 

After Nityananda Prabhu, the greatest branch 
of Mahaprabhu is Virbhadra Gosai, who also has 
innumerable branches and sub-branches. It is not 
possible to describe them all. 

Tsvara lw-iyd kahaya mahd-bhagavata 
veda-dharmatita hand veda-dharme rata 

Although Virbhadra Gosai was the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, He presented Himself as 
a great devotee. And although the Supreme 
Godhead is transcendental to all Vedic injunctions. 
He strictly followed the Vedic rituals. 

ant are Isvara-cestd, bdhire nirdambha 
caitanya-bhakti-mandape tehho mula-stambha 

He is the main pillar in the hall of devotional 
service erected by Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. He 
knew within Himself that He acted as the Supreme 
Lord Vishnu, but externally He was prideless. 

adyapi ydhhdra krpd-mahimd ha-ite 
caitanya-nityananda gay a sakalaj agate 

It is by the glorious mercy of Sri Virbhadra Gosai 
that people all over the world now have the chance 
to chant the names of Chaitanya and Nityananda. 

sei inrabhadra-gosdhira la-inn sarana 
ydhhdra prasade haya abhista-purana 

I therefore take shelter of the lotus feet of 
Virbhadra Gosai so that by His mercy my great 
desire to write Sri Caitanya-caritdmrta will be prop¬ 
erly guided. 

Srila Prabhupada has commented on text 
eight as follows: 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur 
writes in his Anubhdsya, "Virbhadra Gosai was 
the direct son of Srila Nityananda Prabhu and 
a disciple of Jahnava-devi. His real mother was 
Vasudha. In the Gaura-ganoddesa-dlpika (67) he 
is mentioned as an incarnation of 
Kshirodakasayi Vishnu. Therefore Virbhadra 
Gosai is nondifferent from Sri Krishna 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. In a village of the 
name Jhamatapura, in the district of Hugli, 
Virbhadra Gosai had a disciple named 
Yadunathacharya [also known as 
Yadunandanacharya], who had two daugh- 
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ters, a real daughter named Srimati and a fos¬ 
ter daughter named Narayani. Both of these 
daughters married [Virbhadra Gosai]. They are 
mentioned in the Bhakti-ratnakara (thirteenth 
wave). Virbhadra Gosai had three disciples 
who are celebrated as his sons — Gopijana- 
vallabha, Ramakrishna and Ramachandra. 
The youngest, Ramachandra, belonged to the 
Sdndilya dynasty and had the surname 
Vatavyala. He established his family at 
Khadadaha, and its members are known as the 
Goswamis of Khadadaha. The eldest disciple, 
Gopijana-vallabha, was a resident of a village 
known as Lata, near the Mankara railway sta¬ 
tion in the district of Burdwan. The second, 
Ramakrishna, lived near Maldaha, in a village 
named Gayesapura." Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Saraswati Thakur notes that since these three 
disciples belonged to different gotras, or dy¬ 
nasties, and also had different surnames and 
lived in different places, it is not possible to 
accept them as real sons of Virbhadra Gosai. 
Ramacandra had four sons, of whom the el¬ 
dest was Radhamadhava, whose third son was 
named Yadavendra. Yadavendra's son was 
Nandakisora, his son was Nidhikrishna, his 
son was Chaitanyacanda, his son was 
Krishnamohana, his son was Jaganmohana, 
his son was Vrajanatha, and his son was 
Syamalala Goswami. This is the genealogical 
table given by Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati 
Thakur for the descendants of Virbhadra Gosai. 
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Marriage 

The marriage of Virchandra Prabhu to the 
daughters of Yadunandanacharya has been 
described by Srila Narahari Chakravarti Thakur 
in his Bhakti-ratnakara (13.249-255): 

Near Rajabol Hatta is the village known 
as Jhamatpura. Sri Jahnava Mata went there 
and stayed at the temple of one of her dis¬ 
ciples. The brahmana Yadunandanacharya 
lived in that village. Receiving the mercy of 
Jahnava Mata, he was endowed with great 
devotion. Yadunandana had a wife whose 
name was Lakshmi. She was very religious 
and dedicated to her husband. Srimati and 
Narayani were their two daughters. Their 
bodily beauty was wonderful beyond com¬ 
pare. On Jahnava Mata's wish, that fortu¬ 
nate brahman gave his two daughters in 
marriage to Virchandra Prabhu. 

At the time of the great wedding festival 
Yadunandanacharya became the disciple of 
Virabhadra Prabhu and with great jubila¬ 
tion both Srimati and Narayani were given 
initiation by Jahnava Mata. 
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Troubles Nourish Love 

loka-dvayat sva-janatah paratah svato vd 
prana-priyad api sumeru-sama yadi syuh 
klesas tadapy ati-ball sahasd vijitya 

premaiva tan harir iblwn iva pustim eti 

Troubles may come from the demigods, from 
one's own kinsmen, from outsiders, from one¬ 
self, or from the beloved who is more dear than 
life itself, and such troubles may be as great as 
Mount Sumeru. But love is nourished by defeat¬ 
ing such troubles, just as a lion is nourished by 
defeating many elephants. — Srila Visvanatha 
Cakravati's Prema-Samputa, text 54. 
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Pure in Any 
Circumstance 

His Divine Grace A.C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Mahamsa Das: [Regarding some young In¬ 
dian ladies about to take initiation from Srila 
Prabhupada] I don't know what is the position 
of the ladies being initiated. They are young girls. 
They may get married to someone outside the 
society. 

Prabhupada: Still they can chant and observe 
the rules and regulations. 

Mahamsa Das: Even if her husband does not 
follow? 

Prabhupada: That does not matter. It is indi¬ 
vidual. My sister, when she married, everyone 
at her father-in-law's house were all eating fish. 
She was a young girl, ten, eleven years old. She 
was given this foodstuff with fish and every¬ 
thing and she started crying. Her mother-in-law 
asked, "Why you are crying?" 

"No, we do not touch all these things." Her 
mother-in-law immediately arranged special 
cooking for her. So her husband and other fam¬ 
ily members were taking fish, but she never 
touched it. She does not know what is fish. If 
one wants to keep oneself pure, he or she can 
keep herself pure in any circumstances. 

— Room Conversation, 22 August 1976 Hyderabad 



Krishna's Appearance 

Srila Gour Govinda Swami 

In the first three chapters of the tenth canto of 
Srlmad Bhagavatam there is a description of the ap¬ 
pearance of Bhagavan Sri Krishna. Krishna's ap¬ 
pearance is also described in Hari-vamsa and in Sri 
Jiva Goswami's Gopala-campu. Hearing the transcen¬ 
dental pastimes of Krishna is all-auspicious. The 
Bhagavatam (1.2.17) describes: 

srnvatam sva-kathah krsnah punya-sravana-klrtanah 
hrdy antah stho hy abhadrdni vidhunoti suhrt satam 

Sri Krishna, the Personality of Godhead, who is the 
paramatma in everyone's heart and the benefactor of the 
truthful devotee, deanses desire for material enjoyment 
from the heart of the devotee who has developed the 
urge to hear His messages, which are in themselves 
virtuous when properly heard and chanted. 

Why Krishna Comes 

The Bhagavatam says that hearing the tran¬ 
scendental lild-kaham, narrations of the pastimes 
of Bhagavan Krishna, is all-auspicious. If you 
hear with full faith and concentrated attention 
all the material contamination in your heart will 
be purified. In order to give you an opportunity 
to hear these narrations of His pastimes, 
Bhagavan Sri Krishna descends here. 

Krishna's eternal abode in the spiritual sky is 
known as sac-cid-ananda-maya-dhama, a dhdma 
that is sanmaya, cinmaya, and anandamaya — full 
of eternality, full of knowledge, and full of bliss. 
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He is always there engaged, completely ab¬ 
sorbed in transcendental lila, especially rasa-lila. 
Why should He come to this material world? It 
is not His abode. The material world is the an¬ 
tithesis of His transcendental sac-cid-ananda- 
maya-dhdma. It is asat-, acit-, and nirananda-maya 
— it is temporary and full of ignorance and 
misery Why should Krishna come here? What 
business does He have to conduct here? 

He comes because He is suhrdam sarva-bhutanam, 
( Bg . 5.29) the only well-wishing friend of all living 
entities. From time immemorial you have forgot¬ 
ten Krishna and have been under the clutches of 
mdyd. But Krishna has not forgotten you. He is your 
well-wishing friend. He always runs behind you; 
He never deserts you. He is there in your heart as 
Paramatma. He also descends to this material world 
in many incarnations along with His dhama and 
His associates and He manifests transcendental pas¬ 
times. One purpose for His coming is so that His 
lila-kdhdnis will be recorded in books. Then His dear 
devotees — the sadhus, vaisnavas, mahajanas — will 
come. They will preach, recite and speak these 
pastimes. Thereby you will get peace and bliss. Your 
heart will be cleansed and then you will be able to 
understand your constitutional position. Krishna 
is your eternal master and your constitutional po¬ 
sition is as His eternal servant. Krishna therefore 
descends here out of kndartha — for the purpose 
of enjoying playful pastimes with His dear devo¬ 
tees, to relish His lila-rasa, the mellow of transcen¬ 
dental lila. Simultaneously He also gives you an 
opportunity to relish these pastimes. Moreover, He 
also comes here for sadhu-samraksana, to protect 
His dear devotees. These are the purposes of 
Krishna's coming to this material world. 

Nanda Maharaja's Vow 

Gopala-campu describes that in the assembly of 
Nanda Maharaja there were two poets named 
Snigdha Kantha and Madhu Kantha who would 
daily sing songs. ["Snigdha-kantha" literally means, 
"affection-laden voice" and "madhu-kantha" lit¬ 
erally means, "honey-laden voice".] One day they 
started singing the story of how Nandaraj got a 
son. With the aim of obtaining a son, Nandaraj 
performed many sacrifices, but still no son was 
born. The residents of Vrajabhumi, who were all 
his friends, also took up a vow and offered wor¬ 
ship so that Nanda Maharaja could have a son. 
Still no son was coming. Yasomati, the wife of 
Nanda Maharaja, became very distressed. She 
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gave up eating and was always sitting, hanging 
her head down and shedding tears. 

Seeing the condition of his wife, Nanda Ma¬ 
haraja become very distressed and consoled her 
in various ways. He said, "Whatever is the will 
of Providence, that will take place." 

His wife Yasoda Mata said, "My dear husband, 
I will tell what I have thought of in my heart. I 
have performed many sacrifices and have taken 
up many vows. But I have not performed the 
dvadasi-parama-vrata.” 

Hearing this, Nanda Maharaja became very 
happy and said, "Yes, very good. We have not 
performed this vrata. So we must do it." 

Nanda Maharaja called his priest. The priest 
described everything to him about the proce¬ 
dures, rules and regulations to perform this 
dvadasl-vrata. 

The Yogini's Visit 

Nanda Maharaja and Yasomati Rani observed 
the vrata for one year. At the end of the vrata 
Nanda Maharaja had a dream. Lord Hari ap¬ 
peared and, being very pleased with Him, said, 
"Your desire will soon be fulfilled. In every kalpa 
I come as your son, and in this kalpa I will also 
come as your son. I will manifest My babyhood 
Uld in your home. Pvery day you will see My 
pastimes and you will be very happy." 

Then Nanda Maharaja's sleep broke. It was 
morning and birds were chirping. He decided 
to take bath in the Yamuna along with his wife 
Yasomati, and he took much wealth with him 
to give in charity. All of the demigods, munis, 
and rsis came in the guise of beggars to receive 
charity from Nanda Maharaja. Nanda Maha¬ 
raja and Yasomati completed their bath, and 
then started giving charity. Pveryone become 
very pleased to receive charity from Nanda 
Maharaja. They all loudly shouted, "Nanda 
Maharaja ki jay a!" and "Yasomati Rani ki jay a!" 

Then Nanda Maharaja returned home and 
offered worship to Bhagavan Vishnu. After fin¬ 
ishing his daily activities, he came to his assem¬ 
bly and offered respect to worshipable person¬ 
alities such as his gurus and the brahmanas. 

Snigdha Kantha's narration continued: Just 
then the gatekeeper came and informed Nanda 
Maharaja that a brahmacarim had come. Hearing 
this, he stood up and welcomed them, offering 
them nice seats. Nanda Maharaja washed their 
feet and worshiped them. Yasoda Mata began 
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crying at the feet of that brahmacarini tapasvl The 
ascetic took Yasoda Mata onto her lap and, put¬ 
ting her hand on Yasoda's head, blessed her, say¬ 
ing, '"My dear queen, very soon a nice son will 
come and take birth." Hearing this, all of the cow¬ 
herd men and women said, "Nandarani ki jayaV' 

When Nanda Maharaja's brother Upananda 
heard the news he became very joyful and said, 
"This Gokula forest will be a great place of pil¬ 
grimage." Hearing the brahmacarim's prophecy, 
all of the inhabitants of Vrajabhumi became very 
joyful. They all came and offered dandavat 
pranamas at the feet of that yogini, brahmacarini. 
They built a cottage for her and she stayed there. 

Yasoda's Pregnancy 

Snigdha Kantha asked, "My dear brother 
Madhu Kantha, now tell how Krishna came to 
the womb of Yasoda Mata." Madhu Kantha then 
spoke about this confidential truth: 

For one year Nanda and his wife observed 
dvcidasl-vrata. Then, on the night of the Krishna 
pratipat, the first day of the dark fortnight of the 
month of Magha, Nanda Maharaja had a dream. 
He saw a baby child with a blue complexion mov¬ 
ing in the sky, and then he saw a girl with a 
golden-hued bodily complexion. The two of them 
entered into Nanda Maharaja's heart. Then they 
came out of the heart of Nanda Maharaja and 
entered into the womb of Yasoda Mata. 

In this way, Yasoda Mata became pregnant. 
Hearing this news all of the gopas and gopis be¬ 
came very blissful and happy. Every day they had 
grand festivals on account of Yasoda's pregnancy. 

Nanda Maharaja gave much charity to the 
brahmanas and vaisnavas. Many persons were 
coming and going to Nanda's house. Who all 
of those persons were, no one could say. Among 
them some demigoddesses were also coming. 

After eight months of pregnancy an astrologer 
told them, "On the eighth day of the dark fortnight 
of this month of Bhadra the child will take birth on 
a most auspicious tit hi. When this Bhadra- 
krsnastamT, the eighth day of the dark fortnight of 
the month of Bhadra came, the nurse said, "The 
child will be born today." Immediately a maternity 
home was prepared and decorated nicely. Hower 
garlands were hung all over. Gates were also made 
out of various flowers. Expert nurses came to take 
care of the mother and child. In the heavenly 
planets all of the demigods became very joyful. 
Indradeva was showering rain. On that day 
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everyone was drowning in an ocean of happiness, 
for the Supreme Lord was about to take birth. 

All of the gopis stayed awake that night. But 
due to the influence of Krishna's yoga-may a they 
all fell asleep. When the child took birth, every¬ 
one was sleeping. Even Yasoda Mata was 
asleep. There was no pain in the delivery at all. 
Without any pain, Yasoda Mata gave birth to 
Krishna, the Supreme Personality. That child 
was putra-ratna, a son like an invaluable gem. 

Mathura and Vrindavan 

Exactly at the same time when Yasoda Mata gave 
birth to Krishna in Vrindavan, in Mathura, in the 
prison house of Kamsa, Devaki also gave birth to a 
child. That is described in the tenth canto of the 
Bhdgavatam. Lord Hari appeared in Mathura in a 
four-handed form. He had a crown on His head, 
and with his four hands he was holding sankha, cakra, 
gada, and padma — a conch shell, disk, club and 
lotus. Kanaka-kundala-karna, on His two ears there 
were golden earrings, and a bright effulgence was 
coming out of His body. Although it was a dark and 
cloudy night, by the effulgence coming from the body 
of Lord Hari everything was illuminated. 

Seeing this wonderful child, Devaki paid obei¬ 
sances with folded hands and offered prayers. 
Vasudev immediately took bath. How could he take 
bath in the prison house? He did so by meditation 
within his mind, manasd-sndna. Also in his mind 
he observed a grand festival for the birthday of Lord 
Hari and gave away innumerable cows in charity 
to the brahmanas and vaisnavas. Like Devaki, he 
also offered prayers to Lord Narayan. Then 
Narayan told him, "Immediately take Me to Vraja- 
Gokula and put Me on the lap of Yasoda Mata." 

Hearing this, Vasudev was very, very happy. By 
the wonderful will of Lord Hari, those who were 
guarding the prison all fell asleep. All of the strong 
iron doors and shackles opened and Vasudev was 
free to leave. Exactly at the same time when 
Vasudev was leaving the prison of Kamsa, Yasoda 
Mata gave birth to a second child, a daughter. 

When Vasudev came to the bank of the Yamuna 
he saw there was a great flood. The water was 
very high and all of the land was inundated. He 
thought, "How can I cross?" Just then Vasudev 
saw Mahamaya in the form of a she-jackal cross¬ 
ing the Yamuna. So Vasudev followed her. 

Finally he came to the quarters of Nanda Ma¬ 
haraja. There he put his son on the lap of Yasoda 
Mata and took Yasoda's daughter with him. 
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Born in Two Places 

Hearing this, Snigdha Kantha said, "What is 
this? Yasoda Mata gave birth to one son and 
one daughter, and Vasudev took the daughter. 
What happened to the son?" 

Madhu Kantha said, "This is a very confiden¬ 
tial matter. Yasoda Mata's daughter was saksat- 
yogamdyd. By her potency, Yogamaya kept the 
son of Nanda hidden, and Vasudev could not 
see Him. He only saw the daughter." 

The son of Nanda and Yasoda is svayam 
bhagavan, the original Supreme Personality 
of Godhead — ete camsa-kalah pumsah krsnas 
tu bhagavan svayam (Bhag. 1.3.28). Nanda- 
nandana krsna, yasoda-nanda-nandana krsna 
is svayam bhagavan, and all avataras are His 
plenary portions or portions of His plenary 
portions — amsa and kala. 

From the womb of Devaki came the four- 
handed form Vasudev, who is a prabhava- 
prakasa of Krishna. Krishna has two types 
of expansions, prdbhava-prakasa and 
vaibhava-prakasa. 

When svayam bhagavan Krishna comes, all 
of His portions and portions of portions, 
amsa and kala, all come within Him. The son 
of Vasudev is Vasudev, a four-handed form 
of the Lord. Vasudev is a plenary portion 
of Krishna. So when Vasudev put his son 
on the lap of Yasoda, that Vasudev entered 
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into the child Krishna who was already ly¬ 
ing there. Just as all rivers flow down to 
enter into the ocean, similarly all the ple¬ 
nary portions and portions of the plenary 
portions of the Lord all come and enter into 
the original Lord. By the activity of 
Yogamaya, Vasudev could not understand 
all of these things. 

In the Hari-vamsa (2.4.11) it is described how Lord 
Hari simultaneously took birth in two places: 

garbha kale tv asampurne astame mdsi te striyau 
devaki ca yasoda ca susubdte samam tada 

In the eighth month of pregnancy, which is con¬ 
sidered asampuma, incomplete, Yasoda and Devaki 
both gave birth at the same time. 

Just after that, Yasoda gave birth to a daugh¬ 
ter, Yogamaya. Mahamaya is a portion of 
Yogamaya, and she was thus also there. 
Vasudev took away this Mahamaya and 
handed her over to Karnsa, while Yogamaya 
stayed, hidden, in Vrajabhumi. In this way it 
was declared that the eighth child was a daugh¬ 
ter, not a son. Karnsa was cheated. 

Yasoda's Joy 

Madhu Kantha then said, "When Yasoda 
Mata gave birth to Krishna, all were asleep. 
Everyone slept through the whole night. Then 
in the morning. Lord Hari started crying. Kzvaaa! 
Kzvaaa! Kzvaaa! Everyone woke up. Yasomati also 
woke and saw her nice son. 

Seeing her wonderful, very beautiful son, 
mother Yasoda completely drowned in the 
ocean of blissfulness. She couldn't think what 
to do. She was shedding tears of bliss and love. 
From her breast, milk was flowing. The new¬ 
born child was there in her lap and Yasoda was 
very blissfully looking at Him. 

Yasoda Mata's voice was faltering in joy. She 
could not speak anything, and was simply shed¬ 
ding tears of love. Up until that day she had 
only looked at the sons of others. Today she was 
looking at her own son. Tears poured from her 
eyes and milk flowed from her breasts. Her 
whole sari became completely soaked. Again 
and again Yasoda Mata looked at the beautiful 
lotus-like, moon-like face of her son. All the 
nurses, gopas, and gopis awoke, hearing the cry¬ 
ing sound of the newborn child. Everyone came 
and said, "Oh, it is not a daughter, it is a son! 

— Excerpted from the upcoming book from Gopal Jiu Publications, 

"Mathura Meets Vrindavan" 
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• Behavior of a Sadhaka 

His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 
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Behavior 
of a Sadhaka 

SrImad BhAgavatam 3.29.18 
Translation and Commentary by 

His Divine Grace A.C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

adhyatmikanusravanan nama-sankTrtandc ca me 
arjavenarya-sangena nirahahkriyaya tatlw 

A devotee should always by to hear about 
spiritual matters and should always utilize his 
time in chanting the holy name of the Lord. His 
behavior should always be straightforward and 
simple, and although he is not envious but 
friendly to everyone, he should avoid the com¬ 
pany of persons who are not spiritually ad¬ 
vanced. 



PURPORT 

In order to advance in spiritual understanding, 
one has to hear from authentic sources about spiri¬ 
tual knowledge. One can understand the reality of 
spiritual life by following strict regulative principles 
and by controlling the senses. To have control it is 
necessary that one be nonviolent and truthful, re¬ 
frain from stealing, abstain from sex life and pos¬ 
sess only that which is absolutely necessary for keep¬ 
ing the body and soul together. One should not eat 
more than necessary, he should not collect more 
paraphernalia than necessary, he should not talk 
unnecessarily with common men, and he should 
not follow the rules and regulations without pur¬ 
pose. He should follow the rules and regulations so 


that he may actually make advancement. 

There are eighteen qualifications mentioned 
in Bhagavad-gita, one of which is simplicity. One 
should be without pride, one should not demand 
unnecessary respect from others, and one should 
be nonviolent — amdnitvam , adambhitvam, 
ahimsd. One should be very tolerant and simple, 
one should accept the spiritual master, and one 
should control the senses. These are mentioned 
here and in Bhagavad-gita as well. One should 
hear from authentic sources how to advance in 
spiritual life; such instructions should be taken 
from the acarya and should be assimilated. 

It is especially mentioned here, ndma-sahkirtandc 
ca: one should chant the holy names of the Lord — 
hare krsna, hare krsna, krsna krsna, hare hare/ hare 
rdma, hare rdma, rdma rdma, hare hare — either in¬ 
dividually or with others. Lord Chaitanya has given 
special stress that the basic principle of spiritual ad¬ 
vancement is to chant these holy names of the Lord. 
Another word used here is arjavena, meaning 
"without diplomacy." A devotee should not make 
plans out of self-interest. Of course, preachers, un¬ 
der proper guidance, sometimes have to make some 
plan for execution of the mission of the Lord. But 
regarding personal self-interest, a devotee should 
always be without diplomacy, and he should avoid 
the company of persons who are not advancing in 
spiritual life. 

Another word is arya. Aryans are persons 
who are advancing in both knowledge of 
Krishna consciousness as well as in material 
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Behavior of a Sadhaka continued 
prosperity. Association with persons who are 
not spiritually advanced is forbidden. Lord 
Chaitanya advised, asat-sahga-tyaga: one should 
avoid persons who are attached to the tempo¬ 
rary. Asat is one who is not a devotee of the Lord 
or who is too materially attached, who is too 
attached to women or enjoyable material things. 
Such a person, according to vaisnava philoso¬ 
phy, is a persona non grata. 

A devotee should not be proud of his acquisi¬ 
tions. The symptoms of a devotee are meekness and 
humility Although spiritually very advanced, he 
will always remain meek and humble, as Kaviraj 
Goswami and all the other vaisnavas have taught 
us by personal example. Chaitanya Mahaprabhu 
taught that one should be humbler than the grass 
on the street and more tolerant than the tree. One 
should not be proud or falsely puffed up. In this 
way one will surely advance in spiritual life.$9£ 

Crooked Disciples 

Srila Gour Govinda Swami 

Once a guru went to the house of one of his 
disciples. The disciple prepared nice food, and af¬ 
ter the guru had eaten, the disciple wanted to show 
his guru-bhakti. In Ayurveda the harltakl fruit is rec¬ 
ommended for good digestion, so the disciple came 
with harltakl for his guru. The guru said, "All right. 
Remove the unnecessary things and give me the 
necessary part." That disciple was a speculator, a 
crooked person. He thought, "Oh, the outer por¬ 
tion of the harltakl is unnecessary and the inner 
portion is necessary." So he threw away the outer 
skin and gave the inner portion, the hard seed, to 
the guru. But with harltakl the outer skin is neces¬ 
sary and the inner portion is thrown away. That 
disciple did the opposite because he was a specu¬ 
lator — bharavahi, saragrahi ndhih — he always 
accepted the unnecessary things that are not the 
essence. His guru could not enjoy the harltakl. "You 
are such a unintelligent fellow," he said. "Don't 
you know? The inner portion, the hard nut of 
harltakl, is unnecessary. The outer portion, the skin, 
is necessary." 

Incurable 

The next day, after the guru had eaten, that 
so-called disciple brought some cardamom. Re¬ 
membering the previous day's event, he thought, 
"Oh, the guru has taught that this inner portion 
is unnecessary and this outer portion is neces¬ 


sary." So he threw away the inner portion of the 
cardamom and offered the outer skin to the guru. 
But with cardamom, the seed is necessary and 
the skin is useless. That means that those who 
are kapati, crooked persons, only speculate. They 
will not accept anything as it is. Therefore the 
mahdjanas have said that one who is very serious 
and eager to achieve perfection in his human 
birth, that is krsna-bhakti, should cultivate sim¬ 
plicity. Simplicity is vaisnavism. Those who are 
real vaisnavas are simple by nature. Kdpatya, 
crookedness, is a great hindrance on this path of 
perfection. It is a sort of disease. And because a 
crooked person becomes envious towards the 
doctor who has come to cure him, his disease is 
incurable. In Bhakti-sandarbha, Jiva Goswami has 
said that there are many such persons who pre¬ 
tend to be devoted, but inside their heart there is 
great crookedness. Outwardly they pay 
dandavats, falling down like a rod from a great 
distance, as if they are very humble. Yet they criti¬ 
cize sadhu, dcdrya and gurus. They may even 
offer worship, but actually they have no respect 
at all. They are very keen to find out the faults of 
the sadhu. Such persons take to karma, jhana, 
yoga, tapasya, tydga and niti — fruitive activities, 
speculative knowledge, penance, renunciation 
and morality. Externally they practise these things 
and pose as if they are of very high moral char¬ 
acter, but actually their hearts are very hard. 

Unreal Shelter 

Those persons who leave the bona fide guru and 
go elsewhere, due to crookedness cannot be deliv¬ 
ered. In Skanda Purdna it is said, bhumau skhalita- 
paddnam, bhumir evdvalambanam — "If your feet 
slip up from the ground, only that same ground 
can give you shelter." Similarly, if you have slipped 
up from the lotus feet of a bona fide guru, only that 
guru can give you shelter. A crooked person, who 
pretends to be a humble follower of the guru, will 
leave that guru and go somewhere else to take shel¬ 
ter. But he should understand that no one can give 
him shelter. It may seem that some one may give 
him shelter, but that is not real shelter at all be¬ 
cause he cannot make any advancement there. 
Rather, for his offense he will definitely fall down 
and go to hell. If he does not come back to his guru 
and beg to be excused, his offense cannot be de¬ 
stroyed or counteracted. If he is really an intelli¬ 
gent, simple-hearted person, he will understand this 
and come back. Unless he comes back, he must be 
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entrapped by this crookedness. In this way, Jiva 
Goswami has discussed kdpatya in his Bhakti- 
sandarbha, and how it is a great stumbling block on 
the path of devotional service. 

Stool of a Hog 

Sastra, sadhus and mahajanas have all warned 
us about kdpatya. But still you will find this crook¬ 
edness going on in the vaisnava community. Why 
is it that people do not become simple? It is because 
they are running after name, fame and prestige. 
Our vaisnava dcaryas have said, vaisnava pratisthd, 
sukarera vistha, such fame is the stool of a hog. A 
real vaisnava will never run after it. But all are run¬ 
ning after this by cultivating crookedness. "How 
can I get labha, pujd and pratisthd ? How can I get 
worship from others and occupy a superior posi¬ 
tion?" Those who think in this way cannot under¬ 
stand that an incurable disease has infected them. 
They have given up kanaka and kdmim, wealth and 
women, but they have not given up this pratisthd, 
the desire for worldly reputation. 

The Activities of Srinivas Acarya 

From Karnananda 

Srinivas Acarya's grandson was the Gaudlya 
acarya Subala-chandra. Yadunandan Das Thakur 
was a disciple of Subala-chandra. Yadunandan Das 
appeared in a family of Ayurvedic doctors in the 
mid to late 1500s. 

Yadunandan Das revealed a little about himself 
in his book Karnananda (2.35): 

dlna yadunandana vaidya dasa nama tara 
malihati grame sthiti premahlna chara 

I, the wretched doctor named Yadunandan Das, have 

no devotion. My birthplace is Malihati. 

Malihati, also known as Meleti, is a village south 
of Katwa in Bengal. 

Aside from being a doctor, Yadunandan Das was 
also a great poet and a Sanskrit scholar. He com¬ 
posed many vaisnava songs, arid he also wrote 
Bengali verse translations of many important 
Gaudlya books, including Srila Rupa Goswami's 
Vidagdha-madhava, Krishnadas Kaviraj 
Goswami's Govinda-lilamrta, and Bilvamangala 
Thakur's Krsna-karnamrta. 

Karnananda (bliss for the ears) contains 
seven chapters. It is said that Srinivas Acarya's 
daughter Hemlata Thakurani personally gave the 
title to the book. Karnananda is a famous book 
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of vaisnava history, mostly focusing on the life 
and teachings of Srila Srinivas Acarya Prabhu. 
It also includes excerpts from the life of 
Ramachandra Kaviraj as well as many philo¬ 
sophical conclusions of the Six Goswamis. 
Karnananda is similar in subject matter to the 
book Prema-vilas, but it is considered superior 
in terms of its poetic language, its philosophical 
content, and especially its historical accuracy. 
Srila Yadunandan Acarya completed it in 1529 
sakabda [1608 A.D.]. The following excerpt 
from the first chapter of that book describes 
something about the daily activities of Srinivas 
arid his associates. 

When Srinivas Acarya Prabhu established 
himself at Yajigram, all of his vaisnava fol¬ 
lowers would come and meet together daily. 
They all listened to Prabhu's ecstatic dis¬ 
courses on love and devotion. In this way 
Srinivas helped them to destroy their disease¬ 
like attachments to knowledge and fruitive 
activities. Like this their ecstatic prema con¬ 
tinued for some days. Full of bhava, they 
floated in the juice of love of Krishna. 

At the earnest request of the vaisnavas, 
Srinivas married. After some time he ac¬ 
cepted a second wife. 

The devotees were constantly reading and 
hearing books such as Bhakti-rasdmrta-sindhu, 
Vidagdha-madhava, Lalita-madhava, Hari- 
bhakti-vilasa, Brhad-bhdgavatdmrta, Laghu- 
bhdgavatamrta, Dasama-tippani, Dasama- 
carita, Mathurd-Mdhdtmya, Stavdvali, 
Hamsaduta, Uddhava-sandesa, Sat-sandarbha, 
Vaisnava-tosam, and the tenth canto of Srimad 
Bhdgavatam. They systematically sang and re¬ 
cited all of these books. They were hearing 
and reading Mukta-caritra, Krsna-karnamrta, 
Brahma-samhitd, Gopi-premdmrta, and 
Mddhava-mahotsava, etc. I know of the names 
of hundreds and thousands of books that 
they were continuously reading. 

Hearing and reading these books, all of 
the vaisnavas remained submerged in the 
nectarean ocean of love of God throughout 
the day and night. Each day they would 
spend one prahara (three hours) chanting a 
fixed number of the holy names, and an¬ 
other prahara they would spend reading all 
of these books. Two hours daily they spent 
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performing klrtana of the names of Sri Sri 
Radha-Krishna, Govinda etc. In great ecstasy 
they sang the songs of Candidas and Vidyapati, 
as well as Gita-govinda and the plays written 
by Ramananda Ray 

In the evening, in the association of confi¬ 
dential devotees, Srinivasa Acarya Prabhu 
would sing songs and give teachings on the 
various pastimes of Krishna, such as the rdsa- 
lila, as well as the science of bhakti and the hap¬ 
piness of krsna-prema. 

During the day he would worship salagrama- sild 
and sprinkle water on tulasi with great devotion. 

He was always absorbed in meditation on 
the mantra and the names of Radha- 
Krishna, and remembering Their pastimes. 
Sometimes he would shout the names of 
Rupa and Sanatana. He would call out for 
Sri Gopal Bhatt a and bitterly lament. 

radha-krsna kunda bali ksane murcchdjdya 
giri govardhana bali kare lwya hdya 

He was fainting at every moment while call¬ 
ing out "Radha Kund, Syama Kunda! Ha, ha 
Giri Govardhan! 

ei rupe rdtri dine premanande jay a 
premamrta asvddaye ananda hiydya 

In this way he spent day and night immersed 
in devotional ecstasy. Relishing the nectar of love 
of God, he was immersed in ocean of happiness. 
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sukrti bdsaye blwla duskrti hdsaya 
ebe sei loka sabe dnande bhdsaya 

Religious persons swam in the ocean of plea¬ 
sure observing his activities, while the impious 
laughed at him. In this way he brought every¬ 
one happiness. 
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Craze for Gaudy Baubles 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada 

There exists a genuine aesthetic principle 
that is distortedly reflected in the aesthetic en¬ 
terprises of this mundane world. But material¬ 
istic thinkers are repugnant to giving this genu¬ 
ine principle any serious consideration, and this 
repugnance is due to the craze for the gaudy 
baubles and trinkets of this world. This infatu¬ 
ated reliance on the unwholesome counterfeit 
of material aesthetics causes the materialistic 
thinkers to condemn the spiritual aesthetic with¬ 
out even a fair hearing. And this condemna¬ 
tion further perpetuates our degrading 
thralldom to the counterfeit version. All of the 
so-called wealth of mundane fine arts make 
their appeal to the sensuous nature of man and 
prompts ultimately to animality of the gross and 
subtle varieties. The finest songs of this world, 
says Shelley, are those that tell of saddest 
thoughts, pointing to the hollowness of the sen¬ 
suality. But this consolation is only a passing ray. 
As a matter of fact the song that does not por¬ 
tray new vanities, stirs no emotion.^ 

— Sri Chaitanya's Teachings, page 492-493 

Service Foremost 

From the Life of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Saraswati Thakur 

Sevonmukhe, serving attitude, was foremost. 
Our guru-maharaja did not allow us to read 
much, even of the lower types of scriptures deal¬ 
ing with general sddhana or practices, what to 
speak of the higher books. Rather, we were ex¬ 
pected to actually follow those practices by hear¬ 
ing from the proper source and practicing ac¬ 
cordingly whatever was instructed from there. 

— Remembrance by Sri Srimad Bhakti Raksaka Sridhara Deva Goswami 
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Money and Preaching 

Money that can help in spread¬ 
ing the Krishna consciousness 
movement is not a part of the ma¬ 
terial world, and we should not 
give it up, thinking that it is mate¬ 
rial. Srila Rupa Goswami advises: 

anasaktasya visayan yatharham upayuhjatah 
nirbandhah krsna-sambandheyuktam vairagyam ucyate 

"When one is not attached to anything, but at 
the same time accepts everything in relation to 
Krishna, one is rightly situated above possessive¬ 
ness." ( Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.255) Money is 
undoubtedly coming in great quantities, but we 
should not be attached to this money for sense grati¬ 
fication; every cent should be spent for spreading 
the Krishna consciousness movement, not for sense 
gratification. There is danger for a preacher when 
he receives great quantities of money, for as soon as 
he spends even a single cent of the collection for his 
personal sense gratification, he becomes a fallen 
victim. The preachers of the Krishna consciousness 
movement should be extremely careful not to mis¬ 
use the immense quantities of money needed to 
spread this movement. Let us not make this money 
the cause of our distress; it should be used for 
Krishna, and that will cause our eternal happiness. 
Money is Lakshmi, or the goddess of fortune, the 
companion of Narayan. Lakshmiji must always 
remain with Narayan, and then there need be no 
fear of degradation# 

— From the purport to Bhag. 7.13.32 




Internal Worms 

From the Life of Srila 
Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati 
Thakur Prabhupada 

Once, the editor of Ananda Ba¬ 
zaar Patrika, a daily newspaper 
of Calcutta, said to Srila 
Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur, "I see that there 
are many hypocrites in your mission, people who 
are not very sincere. What they say and what they 
do are not the same. Why don't you put them out? 
Let them go home and get married or something. 
Why keep them in your matha ?" 

Srila Saraswati Thakur replied, "What is a better 
place than this matha ? Is there any better place to 
save them? Here they may be good or bad, but if their 
fortune will allow, they will become good. If not, what 
can I do? Is there any better place? No, there isn't." 

On another occasion the headmaster of the 
Thakur Bhaktivinode Institute asked Srila Saraswati 
Thakur, "So many devotees have given up every¬ 
thing, are staying in the matha, and are engaged in 
devotional service. Why don't they improve to the 
advanced stage?" Saraswati Thakur answered, 
"They have internal worms. They are being eaten 
up by worms inside. They are taking food but are 
not getting nourishment because of worms. They 
are engaging in devotional service, but the advance¬ 
ment is eaten by material desires and secret bad 
behaviour. So they become weak." 


— Remembrance by Sripad Jatisekhar Das, disciple of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Saraswati; from the upcoming biography of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta by Sri 
Srimad Bhaktivikash Swami. 
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The Brahmachari and the 
Chaste Wife 

Adapted from the Nrsimha Purana 

As there are eighteen maha-puranas, major 
puranas, similarly there are also eighteen minor 
puranas, also knoivn as upa-puranas. The 
Nrsiriiha or Narasimha Purana is an upa-purana, 
hut since it focuses on devotion to Vishnu, Nrsiriiha 
Purana is considered to be in the mode of goodness. 

Nrsiriiha Purana is a standard reference that has been 
cited by many of our previous acaryas. The famous prayer 
from the Nrsiriiha Purana that begins with the words, 
"namas te nara-sirrihaya prahladahlada-dayine" is 
quoted by Krishnadas Kaviraj Goswami in his Sri 
Caitanya-caritamrta [antya 16.52-53]. 

The following story from Nrsiriiha Purana, chap¬ 
ter thirteen, illustrates the negative effects of pride 
arid the power of a chaste lady. 

Special Power 

There was once a righteous brdhmana named 
Kasyapa. He had mastered all of the scriptures 
and was expert in explaining them. Disinclined 
to performing another's duty, he was daily ab¬ 
sorbed in the worship of Lord Narasimha and 
was always engaged in performing yajha. Ev¬ 
ery morning and evening he would offer obla¬ 
tions into the sacred fire and he would always 
show proper hospitality to the brdhmanas and 
guests at his residence. 

His wife was named Savitri. She was a high- 
minded lady, was honored for her virtue, and 
she led a spotless life in service to her husband. 
Due to her chastity and devotion she was en¬ 
dowed with the power of knowing things be¬ 
yond the range of the senses. 

Great Brahmacari 

There was also a wise brdhmana named 
Yajnasharman living in the land of Koshala. He 
had a devoted and religious wife named Rohini 
who was endowed with all auspicious features 
and an unblemished character. After some time 
Rohini gave birth to a son. Yajnasharman per¬ 
formed all of the recommended purificatory 
ceremonies for his son as described in the Vedas. 
The boy was named Devasharman. When he 
was eight years old his father performed his sa¬ 
cred thread ceremony and engaged him in 
study of the Vedas. After Devasharman had 
mastered the Vedas his father died. 
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At the death of Yajnasharma, both the son and 
the mother were grief-stricken. Devasharman 
performed the funeral ceremonies for his father 
according to the instructions of saintly persons, 
and then he decided to travel to different places 
of pilgrimage. Devasharman's fame as a great 
brahmacari gradually spread far and wide. He 
had no residence and was always wandering 
from one place to another. Maintaining himself 
by begging alms, he was always chanting Vedic 
mantras and performing sacrifices. Meanwhile, 
with her husband dead and her only son living 
as an ascetic, Devasharman's mother Rohini had 
no means of support and was suffering terribly. 

Burnt to Ashes 

In the course of his wanderings, one day 
Devasharman came to the bank of a river, where he 
took bath. Spreading his cloth on the ground to dry, 
he sat in meditation. Just then, a crow and a crane 
came and suddenly flew away with his cloth. See¬ 
ing this, Devasharman became angry and shouted 
abuses at them. The birds then dropped the cloth on 
the ground, passed stool on it, and flew away. 
Devasharman looked at them with wrath, and im¬ 
mediately the birds burned to ashes. Surprised to 
see this, Devasharman concluded that there was no 
one in the world equal to him in penance. 

Proud of the strength of his austerity, Devasharman 
left the river to seek alms at a nearby village. He came 
to the house where the devoted wife Savitri and her 
husband Kasyapa lived. Devasharman came to their 
door and requested Savitri to give him alms. How¬ 
ever, Savitri was just then serving her husband his 
mid-day meal. Although she saw Devasharman at 
the door, she remained silent and attentive to her 
husband. After her husband had eaten, she washed 
his feet with warm water. Only then did she come 
forward to offer alms to the brahmacari. 

Having been made to wait for so long, 
Devasharman was very angry. He glared at the 
devoted housewife again and again with red-hot 
eyes. Seeing his conduct, Savitri laughed and said, 
"O furious sage! I am not the crow or the crane 
that fell down dead on the bank of the river by 
the strength of your anger. If you want to accept 
alms from me you will have to behave properly." 

Collecting the alms given by Savitri, 
Devasharman quietly left that place. Walking 
back to the river, he again and again thought in 
his mind, "How it was that she had come to 
know of the death of the crow and the crane?" 
Leaving his begging bowl by the river. 
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Devasharman returned to the village. After the 
devoted Savitri had finished her meal and her 
husband had gone out, the brahmacarl came to 
her residence and said, "O blessed woman, 
please tell me how you acquired this mystic 
power of knowing things beyond the senses?" 

Sagacious Advice 

That virtuous and devoted woman Savitri re¬ 
plied, "O brahmana, please listen attentively to 
the answer to this question. The mystic power 
that I possess is the result of careful and consis¬ 
tent observance of the prescribed duties of a 
chaste wife. Service to one's husband is the es¬ 
tablished duty of women. O high-minded one, 
I have always followed that duty. Indeed, I know 
nothing else. I have acquired this power because 
day and night, without questioning, I have 
given complete satisfaction to my husband, 
waiting upon him with love and devotion. 

"If you are interested to listen, I will tell you 
something else. Your father was a brahmana who 
lived on alms. You took lessons from him on the 
Vedas. When he died you performed his funeral 
ceremonies. Then, ignoring your aged and wid¬ 
owed mother, you came here. That poor 
wretched woman is now without any support 
while your sole interest is only to feed yourself! 
Your mother bore you in her womb. After you 
were born she nurtured you and brought you 
up with all love and affection. She did every¬ 
thing for you including cleaning your stool. You 
have deserted her and have been practicing aus¬ 
terities in the forest. O brahmana, aren't you 
ashamed? What do you hope to gain by wan¬ 
dering about in the forest? 

"Because of the suffering of your mother a 
bad odor is coming from your mouth. What¬ 
ever strength and power you have is only due 
to your father, who performed various 
samskaras in your life. 

"O evil-minded sinner! Just recently, for no 
reason, you have burnt to death two inno¬ 
cent birds. As a result of this all of your sa¬ 
cred baths, your visits to different holy 
places, and all your meditation and sacrifices 
have been in vain. O brahmana, that person 
who sees their mother in a poor and wretched 
condition lives in vain, whereas he who is 
full of regard for his mother and who always 
protects her with devotion gets all rewards 
in this world and hereafter. 
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"You should immediately go to your mother 
and save her life. Her protection is your high¬ 
est penance. Give up your anger, for it destroys 
all merits accumulated in this world and in the 
next. You should atone for the sin of killing 
the birds. O brahmacarl, what I have spoken to 
you is correct. If you are interested in ultimate 
happiness you should follow my advice." 

Having thus advised the son of the brahmana, 
the devoted wife fell silent. 

Devasharman then said to Savitri, "O blessed 
lady, please forgive me for the harm I have done 
to you by looking at you in anger. You have told 
me what is good for me. O righteous lady, after 
returning to take care of my mother, what du¬ 
ties shall I perform to attain the supreme goal?" 

Tridandi Sannyasa 

The devoted wife Savitri replied, "Listen care¬ 
fully. I shall now tell you the duties that you 
have to perform. You should maintain your 
mother by begging, and you should also per¬ 
form the prescribed atonement for the sin of 
killing the two birds. 

"In the land of Kosala there is a girl born in 
a brahmana family who is destined to be your 
wife. When you return home her father will 
offer her to you. You should accept her at that 
time. She will give birth to a baby boy who 
will perpetuate your family. 

punar-mrtdydm bharyayam bhavita tvarh tridandakah 

sa yaty asrama dlwrmena yathoktyanusthitena ca 

narasimha-prasadena vaisnavam padapapsyasi 

"With the passing away of your wife you 
should take up the order of tridandi- 
sannyasa. Provided you sincerely follow the 
disciplines of the sannyasa asrama, then by 
the grace of Lord Narasimhadeva you will 
certainly attain the abode of Lord Vishnu. 

"Because you have inquired from me I 
have prophesized all of these things. If you 
do not have faith in my words then you may 
do as you like." 

The brahmana Devasharman said, "O de¬ 
voted wife, I will immediately return to take 
care of my mother. O auspicious one, when 
I reach there I will do everything according 
to your advice." 

Having said this, Devasharman at once 
started for his home. There, free from anger and 
delusion, he maintained his mother with all 
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care. He got married and was blessed with a 
son. When his wife passed away he took up the 
life of a wandering mendicant. He treated 
pebbles, stones, and gold on an equal level and 
by the grace of Lord Narasimhadeva he at¬ 
tained the spiritual abode of the Lord. 

• • • 

One may ask how it was that the bmhmacarl was 
obliged to maintain his aged mother? Since he had 
devoted himself to religious pursuits and was strictly 
following the vows of brahmacarya, would he not 
be free from this obligation as per the following 
injunction of Srimad Bhagavatam 11.5.41? 

devarsi-bhutapta-nrnam pitfndm 
na kihkaro ndyam rnlca rajan 
sarvatmana yah saranam saranyam 
gato mukundam parihrtya kartam 

Anyone who has completely given up all 
worldly relationships and has taken absolute shel¬ 
ter of the lotus feet of the Lord, who gives us salva¬ 
tion and who alone is fit to be taken shelter of, is no 
longer a debtor or servant of anyone, including the 
demigods, forefathers, sages, other living entities, 
relatives, and members of human society. 

It should be noted, however, that this injunction 
of the Bhagavatam applies only to those persons who 
have taken full shelter of the Lord. Although the 
brahmacan Devasharman appeared to be living a 
highly pious life, his activities were still on the mate- 
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rial platform. His objective was material piety 
through performing religious activities and visiting 
places of pilgrimage. He had not left home in pur¬ 
suit of the Supreme Lord, nor had he sought out the 
association of transcendentalists, nor had he taken 
shelter of a bonafide spiritual master. Although he 
considered himself to be free from obligations to this 
world, because his pursuits were only external it was 
improper for him to abandon his religious mother. 

Since his activities were still on the material 
platform, the only fruit he received from them 
was an increase in his false prestige. This pride 
developed into anger, which then impelled him 
to kill the two birds. 

Devasharman had some faith in pious religious 
activities, thus he had kanna-adhikara, or qualifica¬ 
tion for acting according to the Vedic system of re¬ 
ligiosity. But he did not have faith in surrendering 
to the Lord, thus he was devoid of bhakti-adhikdra, 
or qualification for performing krsna-bhakti. If those 
possessing kanna-adhikara do not follow the prin¬ 
ciples of varnasrama-dharma then they become im¬ 
plicated in sin. For this reason the chaste and om¬ 
niscient housewife advised him to return home. 

Krishna has instructed Uddhava (11.20.9): 

tdvat karmdni kurvlta na nirvidyeta ydvatd 
mat-katha-sravanadau va sraddha ydvan na jay ate 

As long as one is not detached from fruitive 
activity and material enjoyment, and as long as 
one has no faith in devotion to Krishna, begin¬ 
ning with the process of hearing and chanting 
His glories, one has to act according to the reli¬ 
gious principles of karma or varnasrama. 

In the next chapter of the eleventh canto 
Krishna again says (11.21.2): 

sve sve 'dhikare yd nistha sa gunah pariklrtitah 
viparyayas tu dosah syad ubhayor esa niscayah 

Being fixed in the position for which one is quali¬ 
fied is virtuous. The opposite, accepting a position 
for which one is unqualified, is irresponsible and is 
considered impious. This is the definite conclusion. 

By acting according to his position in the Vedic 
system of varnasrama dharma, Devasharman 
gradually developed genuine detachment. He 
then took to the order of sannyasa and in the 
end achieved the spiritual abode of the Lord. 
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Street Sweeper's Beauty 

Translation and purport to 
SrImad Bhagavatam 1.10.16 

His Divine Grace 
A.C. B HAKTIVEDANT A SwAMI 
Prabhupada 

prasada-sikhararudhah kuru-naryo didrksaya 
vavrsuh kusumaih krsna prema-vridd-smiteksanah 

Out of a loving desire to seethe Lord, the 
royal ladies of the Kurus got up on top of the 
palace, and smiling with affection and shy¬ 
ness, they showered flowers upon the Lord. 

PURPORT 

Shyness is a particular extra-natural beauty of 
the fair sex, and it commands respect from the op¬ 
posite sex. This custom was observed even during 
thedays of theMahdbharata, i .e, morethan fi vethou- 
sand years ago. It is only the I ess intelligent persons 
not well versed in the history of the world who say 
that observance of separati on of femal efrom mal e i s 
an introduction of the Mohammedan period in In- 
di a. Thi s i nd dent from theMahdbhdrata period proves 
drfi ni tel y that the I ad i es of the pal ace observed stri ct 
pardd (restricted association with men), and instead 
of coming down i n the open air where Lord Krishna 
and others were assembled, the ladies of the palace 
went up on the top of the palace and from there 
paid their respects to Lord Krishna by showers of 
flowers. Itisddlnitely stated herethattheladieswere 
smiling there on the top of the palace, checked by 
shyness. This shyness is a gift of nature to the fair 


sex, and it enhances their beauty and prestige, even 
if they are of a less important family or even if they 
are less attractive We have practical experience of 
thisfact. A sweeper woman commanded the respect 
of many respectable gentlemen simply by manifest¬ 
ing a lady's shyness. Half-naked ladies in the street 
do not command any respect, but a shy sweeper's 
wife commands respect from al I. 

H uman civilization, as conceived of by thesages 
of I nd i a, i s to hel p onefree oneself from the cl utches 
of illusion. The material beauty of a woman is an 
i 11 usi on because actual ly thebody is madeof earth, 
w ater, fi re, ai r, etc. But because there i s the associ a- 
tion of the living spark with matter, it appears to 
be beautiful. An earthen doll attracts no one, even 
if it is most perfectly prepared to attract the atten¬ 
tion of others. The dead body has no beauty be¬ 
cause no one will accept the dead body of a so- 
called beautiful woman. Therefore, the conclusion 
is that the spirit spark is beautiful, and because of 
the soul's beauty one is attracted by the beauty of 
the outward body. The Vedic wisdom, therefore, 
forbids us to be attracted by false beauty. But be¬ 
cause we are now in the darkness of ignorance, 
the Ved i c ci vi I i zati on al I ows very restri cted mi xi ng 
of woman and man. They say that the woman is 
considered to be the fire and the man is consid¬ 
ered to be the butter. Butter must melt in associa¬ 
tion with fire, and therefore they may be brought 
together only when necessary. And shyness is a 
check to the unrestricted mixing. It is nature's gift, 
and it must be utilized. 
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A Street Sweeper's Beauty continued 

From Sri la Prabhupada's Life 

Bhishmadev stressed the importance of shy¬ 
ness in women, lajjd. If you break that shyness 
then there will be disaster — it is a natural con¬ 
trol valve. Woman's shyness is one kind of 
beauty. And we have practical experience in our 
life of how it commands respect: 

Once my friend and neighbor Dinanath M ishra 
came. Weweresitti ng i n thecorri dor of our house. 
At that ti me one sweeper woman wanted to come 
in, but she was very shy. She was standing and 
waiting with a covering on her head. Although 
she had a broomstick and a bucket, she was wait¬ 
ing because we were sitting in her way. She was 
feeling too shy to enter the house. So we decided 
to move so that she could come. This example is 
gi ven. She i s a mai d servant or sw eeper — not very 
respectable — but on account of her shyness we 
had to welcome, "Yes, we are moving. You come 
in." Just see. This is psychology. Therefore at his 
dying stage Bhishmadev stressed that a woman's 
shyness is the control valve. If their shyness is bro¬ 
ken then it will create disaster.' 

— Srila Prabhupada's lecture on Srimad-Bhagavatam 5.6.4., Vrindavan, 
26 N ovember 1976. 

The Story of Upamanyu 

Srila GourGovinda Swami 

In Mahabharata there is the episode of the 
muni named Dhaumya who had a brahmacari 
disciple named Upamanyu. The guru ordered 
the d i sci pi e," U pamanyu, take care of my cows. 
This is your seva." So Upamanyu was taking 
care of the cows. Early in the morning he would 
get up, perform mangalaratrika, and take the 
cows to the jungle, then he would return in the 
evening and offer dandavats to his guru. After a 
few days, Dhaumya saw that Upamanyu was 
getting fat. He told him, "Upamanyu, you're 
getting fat! A re you eating something?" 

With folded hands, Upamanyu said: "Bhagavan, 

I collectsom ebhiksd, alms. I gotofourorfivehouses, 
beg some food, mddhukan, and eat it." 

"Who told you to do this thing? Have you 
taken my permission? Why are you doing this 
if I havenotgiven permission? You mustnotdo 
this any more. When you go to coWectbhiksd 
you should give it to me, as it belongs to me. It 
is not yours. How can you accept it?" 

"I agree. What you have said, I'll do." 


From then on, every day hewould collect Wzzfofl 
and wouI d gi veitto hi sguru. A few eveni ngs Iater, 
as he was paying obeisances, the guru again said 
to Upamanyu, "You have given th ebhiksd you 
have been collecting to me. Still I see that you are 
getting fat. A re you eating something?" 

"Gurudeva, thefi rstti me I go to col Iect bhiksd, 
whatever I collect I give you everything, and 
the second time I go, whatever I get I keep." 

"That is not good. If you do likethisyou'll de¬ 
velop greed. I have not told you to do this thing. 
Why are you doing it? Stop it. You cannot do it." 

"Yes. I won't do that. I accept." 

Again after a few days, in the evening the 
guru observed: 

"Upamanyu, I have forbidden you to accept 
bhiksd for yourself, and instructed you to give it 
all to me. You are giving me but still you are 
getting fat. Are you eating something?" 

"Yes,Gurudev. I drinksomeofthecow'smilk." 

" H uh? You dri nk some mi I k from the cows? 
Who told you to do that? No, you should not 
do that. It is not your duty. Stop it." 

"Yes, Gurudeva. I won't do it any more." 

He accepted what his guru said and he 
stopped that activity. A few days passed. Then 
one evening the guru said: 

"My dear Upamanyu, I have forbidden you 
to accept any bhiksd for yourself, and you are 
giving me everything. I forbadeyou to drink the 
milk of the cows, and I think you are following 
that. Yet still I see that you are becoming fat. 
A re you eating something?" 

"Yes, Gurudeva. When the calves drink milk, 
somefoam is there over their mouths and I lick that." 

"Huh? Why are you doing this? Who told you to 
do this? The cows are very merciful and affection- 
ateto you, so they'll giveyou morefoam.Then you'll 
become much fatter. No, stop it! You can't do it." 

"Yes, Gurudeva. I will not do it" 

So strict! The guru stopped everything. 

You are always thinking, "Oh what is this 
guru-seva? I cannot do it. Better to perform 
mdya-sevd." Isn't it? 

H owever, whatever his guru said, U pamanyu 
accepted. He did not violate the instruction of 
his guru. Oneday hewasvery hungry. Hecould 
not tolerate the hunger. What to do? His guru 
had stopped everything. He had nothing to eat. 
Hethought, "How can I serve my guru? I am so 
hungry! If my body fails then I won't beableto 
move. How can I serve my guru?" 
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H ethen took some leaves of an arka bush, which 
arepoisonous. Heatethemand at once became blind. 
Then he fell into a deep dark well. That a/ening he 
could not return to his guru's asrama with the cows. 
When the guru noticed that Upamanyu had not 
returned he wondered what had happened to him. 
The guru was thinking deeply of his disdple. 

Guru has affection for his disciple, although 
outwardly he is very heavy. That is sadhu. He is 
I ike a coconut — outwardly very hard but inside 
very soft. So the guru thought, "Upamanyu has 
not returned today. Because I stopped his eat¬ 
ing, he became very distressed. Therefore he has 
not returned” Hetookafew disciples with him 
and went to the jungle to search for Upamanyu, 
loudly calling: "Upamanyu, where are you?" 

From inside the well where he had fallen, 
Upamanyu shouted: "Gurudeva, I am here. I 
have fallen into a deep, dark well." The guru 
went there and saw that Upamanyu had be¬ 
come bl i nd from eati ng those poi sonous I eaves. 

Hetold Upamanyu: "Offer prayers to theAsvini- 
kumaras. They'll giveyou back your eyesight." 

Upamanyu offered prayers to them and they 
came, gave him a cake, and said, "Upamanyu! 
Take this cake and eat it. You will then get your 
eyesight back." 

"No, I cannot eat it without my guru's 
permission." 

"There is no harm. Previously when your 
guru offered prayerstouswegavehimonesuch 
cake and he ate it. Your guru has done it, so 
you can also do." 

"No, no. Please excuse me. I cannot imitate 
my guru. My guru may do that, but I cannot. I 
cannot imitate him. Without the permission of 
my guru I cannot eat." 

They saw his guru-bhakti and were very 
pleased with him, so they gave him their bless¬ 
ings, "All of your teeth will become golden, and 
you will have very nice eyesight. You will de¬ 
velop transcendental vision." 

Upamanyu got out of the well and offered 
dandavat-pranams to his guru, who told him, 
"You have passed thetest successfully. You have 
all my blessings." 

Obtaining the blessings and mercy of his 
gurudeva, Upamanyu de/eloped pur ekrsm-bhakti. 
All Vedic tattva, siksa, andjmna — truth, learning, 
and knowledge — became manifest to him. 

mukarh karoti vacalam pangum langhayate girim 
yat-krpd tam aham vande sn-gurum dina-taranam 


This is guru-krpa. If you getthemercy of guru, 
it is so powerful that even if you are dumb and 
cannot utter even one word you will become 
an eloquent speaker of the Vedas. If you are 
crippled and you cannot move one inch, still 
you will beableto do mountaineering. You will 
get such strength. That is guru-krpa. 

You should understand that whatever you see 
is all the property of guru and Gauranga. You 
should think, "It is not my property. It is guru 
and Gauranga's property. They aretheenjoyers. 

I am not the enjoyer. I am a servant. They are to 
be served. It is their property. Everything is to be 
utilized for their service. This service is my eter¬ 
nal dharma. My dharma is not enjoyment. Guru 
and Gauranga are the enjoyers, not I 

H owa/er sa/ereand difficulttheorder oftheguru 
may be, a real disciple asat-sisya, will carry it out. If 
it i s requi red that hi s I ife must be gi ven, he sacrifi ces 
his life. Hethinks, "What is the value of my life if I 
cannot serve guru and Gauranga and give them 
pleasure?" If adisdplebecomesdeprived of sevd then 
it is death. "Because I am dternally a servant, if I am 
deprived of service why shall I survive?" ■ 

“Please Give Me Your Stool" 

From the life of 

Srila GourKishor DasBabaji Maharaj 

Girish Babu, the owner of a dharmashalla in 
Nabadwip, oncecamewith his wife to see Srila 
Gour Kishor Das Babaji Maharaj. Girish Babu's 
wife asked Babaji Maharaja, "Please instruct us 
how we can construct a small cottage for your 
bhajan. We feel pained to see you suffering 
throughout the rainy season and the hot sea¬ 
son with very little shelter." 

Srila Gour Kishor replied, "I have no anxi¬ 
ety residing in my small hut. I have only one 
trouble. Many persons come to me and very 
deceptively ask again and again, ‘Krpd koro! 
Krpd koro! Please give us your mercy!' They 
are not interested in their own genuine ben¬ 
efit, and as a result of their coming my bhajan 
is disturbed. If both of you could just give me 
some of your stool at this place where I per¬ 
form my bhajan, that would be favorable. 
Then I would be able to chant ‘hare krsna’ day 
and night. By depositing your stool, people 
won't like to come here. If you can't do this 
then many people will come and waste my 
time and thus, this human form of life." 
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Girish Babu'swifereplied, "Babaji Maharaja, 
we should certainly take your instruction to 
heart, but if we pass stool and offer it to you 
where you perform your bhajan, won't that re¬ 
sult in unlimited sinful reactions for us?" 

Srila Gour Kishor Das Babaji said, "I am not 
a vaisnava. Those owners of large temples who 
wear long matted hair are actually vaisnavas. I 
have not gotten any result in the performance 
of my bhajan. Therefore, the place where I re¬ 
side is fit to receive your stool. Both of you please 
offer me your stool, otherwise I havenothingto 
say to either of you." 

Girish Babu and his wife agreed and said, 
"Even though you won't stay there, still, if we 
build a second hut then your servants can stay 
in one of them." Following this, Girish Babu 
and his wife constructed another small room 
with the help of a carpenter. Gour Kishor Das 
Babaji never entered the room Girish Babu had 
built, because for him the smell of false pres¬ 
tige and the desire for women and wealth was 
more obnoxious than the smell of ordinary 
stool. Srila Gour Kishor Das Babaji resided for 
six months in the area where persons that lived 
at the dharmashalla passed stool.- 

— Translated by Vyenkata Das Brahmachari from Amara Prabhum- 
katha, a collection of articles written by Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati 
Prabhupada. 
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Making the World Alive 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada 

The following is an excerpt from a conver¬ 
sation between Srila Bhaktisiddhanta and 
Pandit Shyamasundar Chakravarty, a famous 
leader of the independence movement in India 
and the then chief editor of the English maga¬ 
zine , Servant and Vasumati. 

Pandit Shyamasundar Chakravarty: By 
what means can devotion to Krishna grow? 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati 
Thakur: Devotion to the Supreme Lord 
Krishna is generated when, attentively and 
with a serving mood, one listens to the ac¬ 
counts of His glories, etc., from guileless 
devotees who have nothing to do except to 
incessantly chant these accounts. Vishnu is 
sustaining theentireuniversewith thefunc- 
tion in which sattva, goodness, is the chief 
element. As He has been making the world 
cetana, alive, to the concerns of Krishna, H e 
is known as Krishna Chaitanya. It was for 
generating caitanya, aliveness, in jlvas that 
were without it, that he adopted sannydsa. 
As yet we have not got caitanya (i.e., we 
have not been brought to our senses). In the 
function of suddha cetana, pure conscious¬ 
ness, there is no service done to anartha, the 
unnecessary. There is only service to artha, 
the true necessity, which is God.- 

Lust Defeated 

kdsdydn na ca bhojanadi-niyaman no vd vane vdsato 
vyakhydnad athavd muni-vrata-bhardc cittodbhavah ksTyate 
kintu sphTta-kalinda-saila-tanaya-tTresu vikndato 
govindasya padaravinda-bhajanarambhasya lesad api 

Not by wearing saffron cloth, not by re¬ 
stricting food and other sense-activities, 
not by living in theforest, not by discuss¬ 
ing philosophy, and not by observing a 
vow of silence, but only by even the 
slightest beginning of devotional service 
to the lotus feet of Lord Govinda, who 
enjoys pastimes on the Yamuna's wide 
banks, is Kamadev, lust, stopped.- 

—Author unknown. Quoted in Srila Rupa Goswami's PadyavalT, Text 11. 
Translated by Sri pad Kusakratha Das. 
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Mathura People 

Srila Bhaktisiddhant a Saraswati Thakur 


mma-srestham manum api sad-putram atm svarupam 
rupam tasyagrajam uru-purim mdthunm gosthavdtim 
mdha-kundam giri-varam aho rddhika-mddhavdsdrh 
prdpto yasya prathita-krpaya sngurum tarn nato 'smi 


Sri Gurudeva has given me the most 
exalted holy name. He has given me 
the service of that great savior, the son 
of Mother Saci, and His personal assis¬ 
tant Svarupa Damodara Goswami. 
He has also brought me in con¬ 
nection with Srila Rupa and Srila 
Sanatana Goswamis. Gurudeva has 
given me Mathura Mandala where 
Radha and Govinda have Their eternal pastimes. By 
the grace of Sri Gurudeva, I have become acquainted 
with Radha-kunda and this great Govardhana. And lastly 
he has given me the hope that one day I can attain the 
service of Sri Sri Radhika and Madhava. 1 have been 
given all these things by Sri Gurudeva, so 1 bow my 
head with all respect at his holy lotus feet. 



In this lecture excerpt, Srila Saraswati 
Thakur is referring to the above verse by Srila 
Raghunath Das Goswami (C/eM ukta-caritram, 
mai galacaraea, 4) 


We all should aspire to be Mathura people. 
We should have a proper conception of spiri¬ 
tual Mathura instead of the mundane Mathura, 
which is the place of enjoyment of people with 


very low aspirations. Our sahajiya brothers think 
that they can have access to Mathura by pay¬ 
ing the railway fare. It is by surrendering our¬ 
selves to the preceptor's feet that we can have 
an abode in Mathura. Otherwise we cannot get 
entrance into the transcendental region. We 
should approach the guru who will confer on 
us the eight things, i.e., Name, mantra, etc. The 
Name is transcendental sound and mantras are 
incantations. The Name is identical with nami 
[that which is named]. The mantra is required 
in order to reach that situation in which the 
Name can be properly chanted. 

The son of Saci is the Supreme Lord Himself. 
Damodar Swarup is the head of the Gaudiyas 
whoarethetranscendental servitors of Sri Krishna 
Chaitanya. Rupa and Sanatan were sent to 
M athura by Sri Krishna Chaitanya to diffuse tran¬ 
scendental knowledge there. There are several 
purls that can give liberation, and among them 
Mathura is the topmost. Gosthavati signifies the 
place where Sri Krishna was feeding His cows. 
Another holy spot is Radhakunda where Sri 
Krishna got rid of the sin Hehad incurred by kill¬ 
ing a cow named Aristanemi. He killed 
A ri stotel i ani sm, the rati onal i sti c process of reason¬ 
ing of this imperfect world. When Krishna wanted 
to join hands with Radhika, Aristanemi came for¬ 
ward to disturb Him, because Radhika was 
thought by many people to be the wife of a milk¬ 
man named A bh i many u. Thi s A ri stanemi w as the 
incarnation of mundane knowledge, and Krishna 
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ki 11 ed hi m. H e expi ated the si n of that act by tak- 
ing a dip in Radhakund. This famda isthe mental 
speculation of Rad ha. The eternal land of our 
abode should be Radhakund. By the border of 
Radhakund weshould haveour groves. There are 
millions of groves on the banks of Radhakund.' 

— Sri Chaitanya's Teachings, page 110-111 

The Greatest Attachment 

Srila GourGovinda Swami Maharaja 

TRANSLA TED FROM THE ORIYA " BhAGAVATDaRSHAN " MAGAZINE 

The term yosit means "that which is enjoyed”. 
There is a natural attraction between a man and 
a woman. On meeting, both the man and woman 
want to enjoy each other. Yosit-sahga denotes the 
common carnal desire to enjoy a woman. Let us 
di scuss this state from the absol ute poi nt of vi ew. 

There is an anecdote that during the M ughal 
period, Birbal, the court jester of King Akbar, once 
told the emperor that attraction for women is so 
strong that even an old man is not easily free from 
this attraction. The emperor was astounded, and 
he questioned the truth of the matter. 

Birbal made arrangements for Emperor Akbar 
to vi si t the house of a very ol d man w ho w as about 
to die. The diseased old man had wrinkled skin 
and was immobile due to his advanced age. Ar¬ 
rangements were made for the emperor and his 
entourage to gather on both sides of the old man's 
bed. The emperor reached the old man's house 
along with his daughter, who was not only beau¬ 
tiful but also attractively decorated with finejew- 
elry. The king and his daughter sat on opposite 
sides of the bed where the old man was lying, 
and Birbal sat next to the king. The old man, in 
spite of himself, kept on looking at the princess 
rather than looking at the emperor and Birbal. 
The emperor observed this and accepted Birbal's 
words as true. Hecould clearly seethelust in the 
old man's eyes, even though he was about to die. 

The story from the ninth canto of SrTmad 
Bhagavatam about Yayati and Devayani is simi¬ 
lar. King Yayati enjoyed the company of beauti¬ 
ful women for many years. Towards the end of 
his life he became remorseful. He told his wife 
Devayani that once peopl e have become attached 
to material pleasures it is very difficult renounce 
them.Eveninold age, w hen the senses no I onger 
function properly, the desire to enjoy does not 
dimi nish. This is the root cause of all grief. 

During the course of the conversation, hetold 
Devayani a beautiful story. He described the life 
of a householder, and compared him to a goat. 
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"Once there was a goat who was in search of 
food in the forest. As he was searching he came 
across a wel I and he saw therei n a she-goat i n a 
helpless condition. Deciding to rescue her at any 
cost, he started digging the earth around the 
well with his horns in such a manner that the 
she-goat could escape from the well. The she- 
goat, seeing the handsome he-goat, decided to 
marry him. Over a period of time other she- 
goats of the forest also became attracted to the 
handsome goat, who was expert in the art of 
making love. The goat took full advantage of 
this and became absorbed in love-making with 
many she-goats. The he-goat was I i ke someone 
possessed by an evil spirit. The wife of the goat 
found out about his love affairs and decided to 
leave her cruel and lascivious husband, whom 
she had previously always considered a good 
and honest friend. In this way she left the goat 
and went back to her original owner. During 
her journey the lecherous he-goat ran along side 
of her the whole way, trying in vain to make 
her change her mind. Feeling greatly depressed, 
that he-goat followed her to a brdhmana's 
house, where the brdhmana cut off the he-goat's 
testicles. The he-goat began to cry, and the she- 
goat became merciful towards him. She re¬ 
quested th ebrahmana to restore her husband's 
testicles. The brdhmana, by his yogic powers, 
restored the goat's testicles. Regaining his viriI- 
ity, the he-goat continued to enjoy the she-goat 
for many years. However, in spite of all this he 
was still not satisfied and craved for more." 

Concluding his story, King Yayati said, "Oh 
my dear wife, I am behaving just like that he- 
goat. Having become completely overcome by 
your beauty, I have forgotten the real purpose 
of my life, which is to attain self-realization." 

The desire for sex is so powerful that no amount 
of sense enjoyment can put an end to it. Rather, 
it increases with each indulgence.To giveupthis 
desire is very arduous indeed. The ninth canto 
of SrTmad Bhagavatam (9.19.16) describes: 

yd dustyajd durmatibhir jTryato yd najlryate 
tarn trsndm duhkha-nivahdm sarma-kdmo drutarh tyajet 

For those who are too attached to material enjoyment, 
sensegratifi cation isvery difficulttogiveup. Even when 
oneisan invalid becauseof old age, onecannotgiveup 
such desi resfor sensegratifi cati on. Therefore, one w ho 
actually desires happiness must giveupsuch unsatis¬ 
fied desi res, w hi ch are the causeof al I tri bu I ati ons. 
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Material sense enjoyment is so powerful that 
it is very, very difficult for an attached soul to 
give it up. Even in old age, when the senses be¬ 
come impotent, a person cannot renounce the 
thought of sense enjoyment. 

Constitutionally, the jwa is the eternal servant 
of the Lord. But when he forgets this funda¬ 
mental truth and becomes absorbed in objects 
separate from the Lord, he suffers I i ke the gri ef- 
stricken pigeons. 

This story is described in the eleventh canto 
of Srimad Bhagavatam in the conversation be¬ 
tween the avadhuta-brahmana and King Suyajna: 

A pigeon and his wife lived in a tree in a for¬ 
est. They deeply loved each other. Completely 
attached to each other in body and mind, they 
could not bear to be separated for even a mo¬ 
ment. This attachment for an inanimate form is 
a perversion of the real love of the jwa for the 
Lord. Actually, all creatures are always craving 
for love of God. Forgetting the Lord, the living 
entity becomes attached to dull matter. 

D i stracted from the real d i vi ne I ove, these tw o 
pigeons were living happily. Being faithful to 
each other, they used to sit, travel, play, talk, 
eat, and sleep in theforest.Thesense-bewildered 
pigeon was completely at the command of his 
wife's every wish, even though her desires were 
sometimes very difficult to carry out. Over a 
period of time they had children. The pigeon 
couple enjoyed the babbling of their children 
and derived immense pleasure from watching 
and playing with them. The Bhagavatam 
(11.7.61) describes: 

snehanubaddha-hrdayav anyonyam visnu-mdyayd 
vimohitau dina-dhiyau sisun pupusatuh prajdh 

Thei r hearts bound to each other by affecti on, the 
foolish birds, completely bewildered by the illu¬ 
sory energy of Lord Vishnu, conti nued to takecare 
of theyoung offspring who had been born to them. 

One day while playing and looking for food in 
the forest, the pigeon children were caught in a 
hunter's net. The pigeon couple reached there 
almost at the same time and they were horrified 
to see the pitiable condition of their children 
trapped i nsi dethe net. H eari ng thei r fori orn cri es, 
the mother pigeon became distressed and des¬ 
perate, and, under the influence of visnu-maya, 
she started crying loudly. As she tried to rescue 
her children, she lost her balance and got caught 
in the net along with her children. Seeing his wife 


and children in such a condition, the father pi¬ 
geon also started crying. The end of his priceless 
children and cherished sou I-mate was too dis¬ 
turbing for him to endure. 

Th e avadhiita continued to narrate to King 
Suyajna (Bhdg. 11.7.68): 

aho mepasyatdpdyam alpa-punyasya durmateh 
atrptasydkrtdrthasya grhas trai-vargiko hatah 

Themalepigeon said, "A las! Just see how I am 
now destroyed! I am obviously a greatfool, for I 
did not properly execute pious activities. I could 
not satisfy myself, nor could I fulfill the purpose 
of life. My dear family, which was the basis of 
my religiosity, economic development, and sense 
gratification, is now hopelessly ruined." 

The pigeon cried out, "Oh creatures! Look at 
my hopeless condition!Just see how I am suffer¬ 
ing due to my insatiable desire for sense plea¬ 
sures! I am now completely shattered! My duties 
as a householder ( grhastha-dharma ) have been ru¬ 
ined! Alas! Being alone and broken, with the 
passing away of my loyal and obedient wife and 
children, I no longer desire to live!" Saying this, 
the foolish and desperate pigeon then jumped 
into the hunter's net to follow his family. 

Similarly, sensei ess creatures only engrossed 
in acts of sense gratification achieve the same 
fate as the pigeon and his family. 

Finally, th eavadhilta advised King Suyajna 
(Bhdg. 11.7.74): 

yah prdpya mdnusam lokarh mukti-dvaram apdvrtam 
grhesu khaga-vat saktas tam arudha-cyutam viduh 

The doors of I i berati on areopened w i deto one w ho 
has achieved human life Butifahuman being sim¬ 
ply becomes devoted to family lifelikethefoolish 
bird in thisstory, then such a person isto be con¬ 
sidered as one who has climbed to a high place 
only to trip and fall down. 

Those who get a human birth only to become 
entangled in worldly affairs I ike the pigeon are 
consi dered by wi se persons to befal I en from the 
grace of the Lord. 

The avadhiita similarly stated (Bhdg. 11.8.1): 

sukham aindriyakam rdjan svarge naraka eva ca 
dehinam yad yathd duhkham tasman neccheta tad-budhah 

"O King! For the creatures, heaven and hell are 
similar to joy and suffering. Both joy and suffer¬ 
ing cometo affect thecreatu res, uninvited. Thus, 
knowing this, the conscientious man neither 
cravesfor happiness nor avoidssuffering." 
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The same concept is repeated i n the 11th canto 
of Srlmad Bhagavatam in the conversation be¬ 
tween the famous King Pururava and Urvasi. 
When he became separated from Urvasi, King 
Pururava was completely grief-stricken. Later, 
with the help of the sacred fire received from the 
Gandharvas, he performed a yajha for the demi¬ 
gods and got Urvasi back as his consort. When 
she had first returned to her abode, the king had 
pleaded with her desperately, "Oh my dearest one, 
pi ease don't go away, I eavi ng me i n thi s wrdched 
condition." Regarding his attachment for Urvasi, 
King Pururava has stated (Bhag. 11.26.7): 

aho me moha-vistarah kama-kasmala-cetasah 
devya grhita-kanthasya nayuh-khanda imesmrtah 

J ust see the extent of my d el usi on! Thi s god d ess 
was embracing me and held my neck in her grip. 

M y heart was so polluted by lust that I had no 
idea how my lifewas passing. 

Pururava was not even aware how many 
times the sun and moon have risen and set dur¬ 
ing his sex life with Urvasi. Condemning him¬ 
self again and again, he said (Bhag. 11.26.9): 

aho me dtma-sammoho yendtmd yositdm krtah 
knda-mrgas cakravarti naradeva-sikhamanih 

A las, although I am supposed to be a mighty em¬ 
peror, thecrown jewel of all kings on this earth, just 
see how my bewilderment has rendered me a toy 
animal in the hands of women! 
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Pururava also admitted how blind he had 
become, such that even after being rejected by 
Urvasi he still frantically pursued her just to 
satiate his carnal desires (Bhag. 11.26.11): 

kutas tasyanubhavah sydt teja Tsatvam eva va 
yo 'nvagaccham striyam ydntmi khara-vatpada-taditah 

Where are my so-called great influence, power 
and soverei gnty?J ust I i ke an ass bei ng kicked i n 
the face by his she-ass, I ran after that woman, 
who had already given meup. 

As the male-donkey is rewarded by kicks from 
the she-donkey due to his lustful association with 
her, si mi I arl y, the materi alistic sense enjoyer suffers 
insults, embarrassment, and harassment due to his 
endeavors to fulfil I his excessive carnal desires. 

Pururava has also said that one's knowl¬ 
edge and reflection (tapasya) are completely 
usel ess if they are uti I i zed for attracti ng women 
instead of God realization. 

We will now discuss how this yosit-sahga, 
association with women, is a dangerous hin¬ 
drance on the path of bhakti-yoga. In the great 
epic Srlmad Bhagavatam, which is accepted as 
the monarch of al I veddntas, there are many ex- 
amples and warnings in this regard. 

In the conversation between Madhava 
(Krishna) and Uddhava in the eleventh canto 
of Srlmad Bhagavatam, there is reference to how 
this yosit-sahga becomes the cause of attach¬ 
ment and thus enhances the craving for mate¬ 
rial pleasures. In chapter fourteen text thirty 
Madhava says to His dear disciple Uddhava: 

na tathdsya bhavet kleso bandhas ednya-prasahgatah 
yosit-sahgad yathd pumso yathd tat-sahgi-sahgatah 

Of al I ki nds of sufferi ng and bondage ari si ng from 
vari ous attachments, none i s greater than thesuffer- 
ingand bondagearising from attachmentto women 
and i nti matecontact with thoseattached to women. 

As previously described, even after enjoying 
his wife Devayani for many years, still King 
Yayati was not satisfied. At that time he cited 
the story of the goat. Yayati has also stated that 
this desire for women cannot be conquered by 
indulgence (Bhag. 9.19.14): 

najdtu kdmah kdmdndm upabhogena samyati 
havisa krsna-vartmeva bhuya evabhivardhate 

As afire is not extinguished by pouring ghee into it, 
but rather it burns more lavishly, so also the senses 
become moreexcited when one wants to control them 
by enjoyment. I n order to keep these senses under con¬ 
trol one has to refrai n from enjoyi ng through them. ■ 
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Fit to Hear and Chant 

His Divine Grace A.C. 
Bhaktivedant a Swami Prabhupada 

Attachment for household para¬ 
phernalia and for Lord Krishna go 
poorly togdiher. One attachment is 
the path of darkness, and the other at¬ 
tachment is the path of light. Where there is light 
there is no darkness, and where there is darkness 
there is no light. But an expert devotee can turn 
everything to the path of light by an attitude of 
service to the Lord, and the best example here is 
the Pandavas. Maharaja Yudhisthira and house¬ 
holders like him can turn everything to light by 
dovetai I i ng so-cal I ed materi al assets i n the service 
of the Lord. But one who is not trained or is un¬ 
able to turn everything to the service of the Lord 
(nirbandhah krsna-sambandhe) must give up all ma¬ 
terial connections before he can be fit to hear and 
chant the glories of the Lord. I n other words, one 
who has seriously heard Srlmad Bhagavatam from 
a fit personality NkeSukadevaGoswami for even 
one day, like Maharaja Parikshit, may be able to 
loseall affinity for material things. Thereisno util¬ 
ity simply in imitating Maharaja Parikshit and 
hearing Bhagavatam from professional men, even 
for seven hundred years. To take Srlmad 
Bhagavatam as a means of maintaining family ex¬ 
penditure is the grossest type of namaparadha of¬ 
fense at the feet of the Lord (sarva-subha-kriya- 
sdmyam api pramadah).- 

— Purport to Bhag. 2.4.2 


Inconceivable 
Pastimes of Vraja 

SRRA BHAKI1SIDDHANT ASARASWAJIThAKUR 

The loving activities of the milkmaids of Vraja 
are nei ther the babbl i ngs of a prattl er, nor the I i censed 
concoction of a poet, nor the riddles of a humorist. 
Persons who have lost al I knowledge of the nature 
of thei r real self by preferri ng to wal I ow i n thesl ough 
of worldly enjoyments, and who are absorbed in 
the vain pursuits of the world, which arequitedif- 
ferent from the service of Godhead, if they really 
desire to be able to understand the true import of 
thesanctifyi ng pasti mes of Sri K ri shna i n Vraja, must 
desist from attempting to swallow the deadly poi¬ 
son of indulging their passions in foolish imitation 
of Rudra [Siva], who is alone immune from their 
deadly consequences. By following the contrary 
course they are sure to be brought to utter ruin. 

The Supreme Lord entrusted Sri Gopal Bhatta 
Goswami with the function of drawing up a code of 
rules for the guidance of neophytes in order to save 
them from mistaking the nature of the pure erotic 
emoti ons of V raja for the i mmoral passi ons of sensu- 
alists. This code of rules is known as Sri Hari-bhakti- 
vilasa. It is necessary for all conditioned soulsto un¬ 
dergo, in aloyal spiritand under thedirection of pure 
devotees, the full course of preliminary training pro¬ 
vided by the agency of Sri Gopal Bhatta Goswami in 
hi s i mmortal work Hari-bhakti-vildsa bdure one i s i n a 
position to realize the transcendental nature of the 
eroti c performances of the mi I k-mai ds of Vraja. 

— Harmonist Magazine, October 1931, pages 107-108. 
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The Illumination ol the 

SuDARSANA CAKRA 

Srila Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 
From a lecture given on 11F eb 1993 

The conditioned souls are captured by may a. 
They are deluded and are groping in the dark¬ 
ness. That darkness, nescience, should bedissi- 
pated by the sudarsana cakra. The sudarsana cakra 
is spinning very speedily. She will cut off the 
darkness. This is illumination. "Come out from 
the darkness! O fools and rascals, why do you 
remain in the darkness? Come out to the light! 
The Vedas say [Brhad-aranyaka Upanisad 1.3.28), 
tamasi ma jyotir gamah — "Don't remain in the 
darkness, come to the light." This is sudarsana. 
In Caitanya-caritamrta madhya 20.122 it is said: 

maya-mugdha jivera ndhi svatah krsna-jhdna 
jivere krpdya kaild krsna veda-purana 

The conditioned soul cannot revivehisKrishna 
consciousness by his own effort. But out of 
causeless mercy Lord Krishna compiled the 
Vedicliteratureand i ts su p p I ements, th e Pi / ra nas. 

Srlmad Bhagavatam 12.13.15 describes that the 
Bhagavata-maha-purana is the essence of all Vedic 
literatures — sarva-vedanta-saram hi sn-bhagavatam 
isyate. The Bhagavatam \ S jivere krpdya kaild krsna 
veda-purana — the mercy of Krishna on the jivas. 
Krishna has appeared here and given the Vedas 
and Puraeas to the conditioned souls captured by 
mdyd in this world, souls who are completely for¬ 
getful of effulgent Krishna. Koti-surya-tejah — the 
effulgence of crores of suns is emanating from 
Krishna, the possessor of sudarsana cakra; this is 
sudarsana s emanation, illumination. Krishna is so 
merciful! The illusory energy is nescience for the 
bewildered conditioned souls, and itisthecauseof 
darkness for them. For the conditioned jlvas grop¬ 
ing inthedarkness,theillumi nation of veda-purana, 
transcendental knowledge, has come. This is the 
mercy of Krishna and of the very intimate dear 
devotees of Krishna, the mahajanas. Maharaja 
Ambarish has prayed to Krishna's sudarsana cakra-. 

tvat-tejasa dharma-mayena samhrtam 
tamah prakdsas ca drso mahatmanam 
duratyayas te mahima girdrh pate 
tvad-rupam etat sad-asat pardvaram 

0 master of speech, byyour effulgence full of religious 
prind pies, the darkness of theworld isdissipated, and 
theknowledgeof learned personsor great soulsismani- 
fested. Indeed,noonecansurpassyoureffulgence for all 
things, manifested and unmanifested, grossand subtle 


superior and inferior, arebutvariousformsof you that 
aremanifested by youreffulgence— Bhdg. 9.5.7 

Those who have been illuminated, whose 
heart is completely bereft of ignorance, are 
known as mahajanas. There is no darkness in 
their hearts — they have gotten Krishna. They 
have bound Krishna up in their hearts. It is 
stated in Caitanya-caritamrta, madhya 22.31: 

krsna - surya-sama; mdyd haya andhakara 

ydhdn krsna, tdhdn ndhi mdydra adhikara 

Krishna is I ike the effulgent sun and mdyd is like 
darkness. Where there is Krishna there is no may a, 
there is no darkness. 

The dfulgence coming from Krishna is not mate¬ 
rial. Koti-surya-prabha — it is I ike the effulgence of 
millions of suns. A vaisnava, mahdjana, sadhu, who 
has gotten Krishna, who has bound up Krishna in 
hi s heart w i th the rope of I ove, i s al w ays i n i 11 u mi na¬ 
tion. He is always with Krishna. There is no ques¬ 
tion of darkness for him at all. Such a sddhu is the 
embodiment of theBhdgavata. H eistherdoreknown 
as bhakta-bhagavata. The Bhdgavata is the essence of 
al I veda-puranas, and the heart of such a vaisnava- 
sadhu is completely, transcendentally illuminated 
because of the presence of K ri shna. K ri shna i s there 
in his heart. Therdore the heart of such a sadhu is 
Vrindavan. In Prarthana, Srila N arottam DasThakur 
has prayed to the vaisnava-sadhus : 

tomara hrdoye s add govinda-visram 
govinda kohena—mora vaisnava pardn 

Your heart is always the resting-place of Lord 
Govinda, and Lord Govinda says, "Thez msnavas 
are in My heart." 

O vaisnava-thakura! Your heart is Vrindavan! 
Krishna resides there blissfully and peacefully. 
Vrnddvanam parityajya sa kvacin naiva gacchati 
—because Krishna never leaves Vrindavan, 
therefore He never leaves your heart. (Laghu- 
bhdgavatdmrta 1.5.461) 

Krishna never even takes one step away from 
V ri ndavan. H e i s always i n Vri ndavan. A nd where i s 
that Vrindavan? The heart of a pureda/otee a premi- 
bhakta, is Vrindavan. He who has de/eloped krsna- 
prema, who has bound up Krishna with the rope of 
love in his heart — his heart is illuminated by 
bhdgavatarka, the sun-1 i ke dfulgence of Krishna. This 
bhdgavat-tattva-jmm, knowledge of the Lord, is illu¬ 
mination. The heart of such a premi-bhakta is com- 
pldtely illuminated with that tattva-jndna. There is no 
question of darkness for him. Such da/otees always 
see Krishna a/erywhere — yafiha yanha netra pade 
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tanha krsna sphure ( Cc. Mi 4.86). Wherever they look 
they see only Krishna There is no question of rndyd, 
nescience^ ignorance. They have transcendental vi¬ 
sion, which comes from the dfulgence of sudarsam. 
You should hear bhagavat-tattva-jmna from such a 
devotee bhagavata, bhakta-bhagavata, who sees 
Krishna always and a/erywhere H e sees with sastra- 
caksus, transcendental vision, the vision of sastra: 

om ajnana-timirandhasya jndndnjana-saldkaya 

caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sn-gurave namah 

I wasborn inthedarkest ignorance, and my spiri¬ 
tual master opened my e/eswiththetorch of knowl¬ 
edge. I offer my respectful obeisances unto hi m. 

What is the work of guru? ajnana-timirandhasya 
jhanahjana-salakctya — He opens the eyes with the 
torchlight of knowledge He imparts the illumina¬ 
tion of tattva-jhdna. As long as you have not gotten 
this tattva-jhdna you are in darkness. You are in 
nescience. You area blind man groping in the dark¬ 
ness. These tattva-acdryas, Rupa, Sanatana, Jiva, the 
gaudlya guru-varga, are imparting the illumination 
of this tattva-jhdna. That illumination will dissipate 
the darkness that has been prevailing in your heart 
from time immemorial. That means your heart will 
be completely cleansed of all material contamina¬ 
tion. Your heart will be completely purified. Then it 
will become Vrindavan. And Krishna, who is as 
effu I gent as mi 11 i ons of su ns, w i 11 ap pear there. 

They are guru and their work is to open the eyes. 
Through thoseeyes you can see Krishna a/erywhere 
Rupa, Sanatana, and Jiva Goswamis, Bhaktivinoda 
Thakur, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati, and Srila 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, all of these 
gaudiya-guru-varga-acdryas are dissipating this dark¬ 
ness. With thetorchlightof knowledge they areopen- 
ing the eyes. This is the duty, the work, of the real 
guru, to impart tattva-jhdna, to dissipatethedarkness 
of nesdence To bring thedisapleto the light, to illu¬ 
mination, whereby hecan seetheLord face-to-face' 

The Garbhadhana-samskara of 
Hiranyakasipu 

In his purport to Srunad Bhdgavatam 3.16.35, 
Srila A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 
has descri bed the i mportance of the purifi catory 
ceremony known as garbhadhana-samskdra'. 

... while conceiving a child one’s mind mustbevery 
sober and da/otional. ForthlspurposethegarbJmdhana- 
samskdra isrecommended intheVedicscriptures. If the 
mind of the father is not sober, the semen discharged 
wi 11 not bevery good. Thusthel i vi ng entity, w rapped 


i n thematter prod uced fromthefather and mother, will 
bedemoniaclikeH iranyakshaand H iranyakasipu. 

One may then inquire how itisthatsuch ademo- 
niac personality as Hiranyakasipu was able to have 
the great ™is/K7E’fl Prahlada M aharaja as hisson?This 
was explained by the great sage Markandeya Rsi 
while speaking to King Sahasranika, as recorded in 
the forty-first chapter of Nrsimha Puram. 

Rigorous Austerities 

Hiranyakasipu once decided that he would go 
to the forest to perform penance. When he set out, 
many omens i ndicati ng i I l-fortunefor one’s desi red 
gainw ereobserved.Therewereearthquakes,and 
fire was seen in all directions. Ignoring the inaus¬ 
picious portents, the haughty demon, intoxicated 
with pride started for Mount Kailash. There, near 
the peak of M ount Kailash, H iranyakasipu began 
performi ng rigorous austerities for the sake of ob- 
taining demoniac boons. Seeing the penance per¬ 
formed by Hiranyakasipu, lotus-born Brahma be¬ 
came worried. He thought to himself, "How can I 
dissuade this demon from his austerities?" 

Just then, the great sage Narada, arrived at that 
place. Perceiving hisfather’sdistress, Narada Muni 
said, "O ra/ered father! You are a devotee of Lord 
Narayan. Why do you worry? Those persons who 
meditate on Govinda need not fear anything. I will 
persuade this demon to stop his penance. Lord 
Vishnu, the Lord of the universe, will guide me" 
Narada Muni then bowed down to his father and, 
accompanied by the sage Parvata Muni, left that 
place, absorbed in thoughts of Lord Vasudev. 

Two Sparrows 

Narada and Parvata Muni then assumed the 
form of sparrows and went to Kailash where 
Hiranyakasipu was practicing penance. Seated on 
the branch of a tree, N arada M uni, i n the form of a 
smal I sparrow, began to sweetly si ng the holy names 
of Lord Narayan so that thedemon Hiranyakasipu 
could hear him. Three times Narada sang the holy 
mantra, " namo nardyanaya" , and then he fell silent. 

When Hiranyakasipu heard the holy name 
of Narayan spoken by the sparrow with so 
much devotion, he fell into a fit of rage and 
picked up his bow and arrows. No sooner had 
he fixed an arrow to his bow and aimed it at 
the two birds when Narada and Parvat Munis 
disguised as sparrows flew away. Enraged at 
his failure to hit the birds, Hiranyakasipu left 
the hermitage and returned to his capital city. 
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Kayadhu 

There in his palace, Hiranyakasipu met his 
beautiful wife named Kayadhu. It just so hap¬ 
pened that her monthly courses had just ended 
and she had just taken bath. Surprised to see her 
husband, Kayadhu inquired from him, "My 
Lord, when you left to perform your penance 
you told us that your austerities would continue 
for ten thousand years. O sovereign lord, how is 
it that you have given up your penance and re¬ 
turned early? Just out of my attachment for you 
I would like to know the fact of this matter." 

H iranyakasipu replied, "O lovely lady, listen to 
me I will tell you thetruth why I gaveup my vow. 
An incident occurred which enraged me very 
much, although the gods were no doubt delighted 
by it. O queen, in the great pleasure-grove on top 
of mount Kail ash there appeared two small birds 
that were reciting the mantra, “namo ndrdydmya". 
O gracious lady, after hearing their recitation two 
or three times I became angry and fixed an arrow 
to my bow. But just on the point of discharging the 
arrow the birds became frightened and flew away. 
Then, considering destiny to be all-powerful, I 
stopped my penances and returned here." 

Bhakta Prahlada 

M arkandeya Rsi then descri bed that after speak¬ 
ing with his wife Kayadhu, Hiranyakasipu en¬ 
gaged in sex life with her. As a result, Kayadhu 
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conceived as her child the great devotee Prahlada 
Maharaja. Markendeya Rsi explained to king 
Sahasranika that, first Hiranyakasipu had heard 
the devotional recitation of the mantra, " namo 
narayanaya", from the lips of the great devotee 
Narada Muni. Then, just before uniting with his 
wife, Hiranyakasipu had repeated that mantra to 
Kayadhu. Theconsequencewasthatthechild born 
of them became a great devotee of Lord Krishna. 

In his purport to Snmad Bhagavatam 3.20.28 
Sri I a Prabhupada comments: 

Before begetting a child, one has to sanctify his 
perplexed mind. When the parents engage their 
mi nds i n the I otusfeet of theLord and i n such a state 
the child is born, naturally good devotee children 
come; when the society isful I of such good popula- 
ti on, there is no trouble from demoniac mental ities. 

H iranyakasipu's chanting was not devotional, 
nor was it directed toward the Lord. He chanted 
in a neglectful way. Hence it was only a shadow 
of the holy name, namabhasa. There are four types 
of namabhasa. This namabhasa of H iranyakasipu is 
known as helana, neglectful. The potency of the 
holy name is so great that even though 
Hiranyakasipu chanted in a neglectful way, the 
holy name sanctified his mind and as a resultthe 
great devotee Prahlada M aharaja took bi rth from 
his semen. The hoiy name i s so powerfuI that even 
chanting on the level of namabhasa givesimmense 
benefit. It is stated in Sri Caitanya-caritdmrta : 

mukti' tuccha-phala haya namabhasa haite 

Liberation istheinsignificant resultderived from 
even a glimpse of the holy name. — Cc.antya 3.186 

H owever, oneshoul d not i mitate H i ranyakasi pu 
and enjoy unrestrained sex life and then casually 
chant at the ti me of procreation, thi nki ng that then 
their child will belikePrahlada. A sincere grhastha 
devotee only engages in sex life under the order of 
thespiritual master. If one neglects the instructions 
of the spiritual master then one's chanting is not 
namabhasa but rather it is namaparadha, an offense 
to the holy name. Specifically, it is the offense 
known as guror-avajm — disobeying or neglecting 
the instructions of thespiritual master.' 
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Ode to the Envious 

His Divine Grace A. C. 
Bhaktivedant a Swami Prabhupada 


\ / The author of Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, 

'j- \ Krishnadas Kaviraj Goswami, has 

; "A. condemned all his enemies by compar¬ 

ing them to envious hogs and pigs. The 
Krishna consciousness movement, which is spread¬ 
ing throughout the world, is being appreciated by 
sincere people, although they have never previously 
heard of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu and Krishna's 
pastimes. Now even the higher, priestly circles are 
appreciating this movement. They have concluded 
that this movement is very nice and that they have 
something to learn from it. Nonetheless, in India there 
are some people who say that they belong to this 
cult but who are actually very envious of the deary a. 
They have tried to suppress our activities in many 
ways, but as far as we are concerned, we follow 
in the footsteps of Krishnadas Kaviraj Goswami 
and take them as envious pigs and hogs. We sim¬ 
ply wish to present the pastimes of Lord Krishna 
and Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu to the best of 
our ability so that those who are really honest 
can cleanse their hearts. We hope that they en¬ 
joy this literature and bestow their blessings upon 
us. It appears that even such a great personality 
as Krishnadas Kaviraj Goswami met with some 
envious obstacles; what, then, to speak of us, who 
are only insignificant creatures in this universe? 
We are simply trying to execute the orders of our 
spiritual master to the best of our ability. 


— Concluding note at the end of the madhya-lila of Sri Caitanya - caritamrta . 


Real Welfare Work 

Srila Bhaktisiddhant a 
Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada 

The following is an excerpt from 
a conversation between Srila 
Bhaktisiddhanta and Pandit 
Shyamasundar Chakravarty , a 
famous leader of the independence 
movement in India and the then-chief 
editor of the English magazine, Servant and 
Vasumati. 

Pandit Shyamasundar Chakravarty: What 
do you mean by the term, jTva-dayd, kindness to 
other creatures? Is it not the offering of help in 
the form of supplying food, clothes, etc.? 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur: 
We shall offer such help to those who, after 
having faith in God for several births, have be¬ 
gun service to God. We should feed and clothe 
the needy and do them other benefits in order 
to make them serve Hari; otherwise, what is the 
need of nourishing a snake with milk and ba¬ 
nanas? That is not kindness, rather it will en¬ 
trap men with maya or tempt them towards 
nihilism. The kindness that Sri Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu has shown to the jwas eternally 
absolves them from tritapa, all of the three types 
of distress. That kindness does not produce any 
evil, and the jivas who have gotten it will not be 
victims of the evils of this world. Rather, they 
will swim in the nectarean ocean of love, eter¬ 
nally enjoying its sweetness.^ 

— Shri Chaitanya's Teachings p.306-307 
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The Blue Jackal 

Questions and Answers with 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

Paris 1987, at the home of 

Sripad Harivilas Prabhu 

Question: How can we have unalloyed de¬ 
votion to our guru and also see the godbrother 
of our spiritual master as our spiritual master? 

Gour Govinda Swami: We will offer the 
same respect to him as we pay to our spiritual 
master. But as Hanuman says, Rama has occu¬ 
pied my heart: 

sri-nathe janakl-nathe cabhedah paramatmanih 
tathapi mama sarvasvam rdmah kamala-locanah 

There is no difference between Sri-nath (Vishnu, 
the Lord of the goddess of fortune) and Janaki-nath 
(Rama, the Lord of Sita), since They are both the 
Supersoul. Still, lotus-eyed Rama is everything to 
me. ( Prema-bhakti-candrika , text 29) 

We should not deviate from our guru. That 
is unalloyedness. Don't be affected by any dif¬ 
ferences between our guru and his godbrother. 
We should overlook them. Still, our attitude 
should be, "I am following the instruction of 
my guru. I am not following the instruction of 
the godbrother of my guru." 

Question: What should we do when we see 
that some superior vaisnava needs correction? 

Gour Govinda Swami: Keshava Bharati 
was the godbrother of Iswara Puri, who was 
the guru of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. 
Mahaprabhu corrected Keshava Bharati. But 
we should not imitate Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. 
He is the Supreme Personality of Godhead and 
we are not. We should not try to correct any¬ 
one who is superior to us. We must act in such 
a way that Chaitanya Mahaprabhu will give 
us the intelligence what to do: 

tesdm satata-yuktdnam bhajatdm pnti-piirvakam 
dadami buddhi-yogam tarn yena mam upaydnti te 

To those who are constantly devoted to serving 
Me with love, I give the understanding by which 
they can come to Me. ( Bg 10.10) 

Krishna says, "I'll give you the intelligence." 
So, if you are a true follower of Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu, He will give you intelligence. You 
will be able to act in such a way that the 
vaisnava becomes automatically corrected. You 


won't need to correct him directly. You should 
not have this thought in your mind, "Let me 
correct him." No, no, no, no, no, no! We are not 
qualified to correct them. Our attitude should 
be, "trnad api su-mcena taror iva sahisnuna — I 
am the lowest of the low ( Siksastaka 3). 

Question: How do you correct a godbrother? 

Gour Govinda Swami: With a godbrother we 
have a friendly relationship. So we may talk to 
h im in a friendly way. Sometimes we may even 
cut jokes with him. To correct him we may say 
something at some opportune moment when we 
know it will not hurt him. An intelligent man will 
do like this. You must speak in such a way that it 
will not hurt his feelings. Mahaprabhu said: 

prani-matre mano-vakye udvega nd diba 

Neither by mind nor words should a devotee 
cause anxiety to any living entity, regardless how 
insignificant they may be. — Cc. madhya 22.120 

Don't speak or act in such a way that will 
hurt their feelings. Don't agitate them. This is 
the devotee's behavior. 

yasman nodvijate loko lokan nodvijate ca yah 
harsamarsa-bhayodvegair mukto yah sa ca me priyah 

He for whom no one is put into difficulty and 
who is not disturbed by anyone, who is equipoised 
in happiness and distress, fear and anxiety, is very 
dear to Me. — Bg. 12.15 

Krishna says, "He who is not agitated in any 
circumstances is very dear to Me. If someone tries 
to agitate him he never agitates back or disturbs 
anyone. He is equal in both harsa and amarsa, 
favorable and unfavorable conditions. In all con¬ 
ditions he is equal, sama. Bhayodvegair, he has 
no fear, no anxiety. He is very dear to Me." 

As Mahaprabhu has instructed, one should 
speak very sweetly so the devotee may be cor¬ 
rected, but in such a way that they will not be 
disturbed. For one who is intelligent, who is a 
true devotee, Mahaprabhu will give them intel¬ 
ligence whereby you will know how to act and 
speak in such a way that you will not hurt the 
devotee and at the same time you will correct 
them. And you should never have this thought 
in your mind that, "Til correct him." You should 
think, "I am not a qualified person to correct him. 
I'm the lowest of the low. I am an ignorant fool, 
murkha. I have no qualification." You should not 
cherish the thought in your mind to correct them. 
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This thought is very bad and offensive. This is a 
very, very subtle point. It is very difficult for or¬ 
dinary people to understand. But those who are 
devotees, who have made some advancement 
in spirituality, they can understand this point. 

Question: We cannot approach Krishna 
without a spiritual master. What about ap¬ 
proaching Chaitanya Maharabhu? 

Gour Govinda Swami: Unless you ap¬ 
proach a spiritual master you cannot approach 
Mahaprabhu. Mahaprabhu is the Supreme Per¬ 
sonality of Godhead. He is Krishna. The spiri¬ 
tual master is the expansion of Nityananda 
Prabhu. You get the mercy of Nityananda 
through the spiritual master, not directly. Guru 
is rupanuga-dhara — a follower of the Goswamis 
in disciplic succession. 

Question: Who will decide who is a spiritual 
master? 

Gour Govinda Swami: Are baba! The deci¬ 
sion comes from Krishna. Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu has ordered: 

yare dekha, tare kaha 'krsna'-upadesa 

dmara djndya guru hand tdra' ei desa 

"Whomever you meet, tell them about 
Krishna: 'O brother, Krishna has said this thing/ 
Don't concoct. Just present it as it is. I order you 
to become a spiritual master and deliver the 
world." If you just do this, if you just present 
things as they are, following the disciplic succes¬ 
sion, you will become guru. Krishna will give you 
that position. Don't hanker after it. Just do it. 
The decision comes from Krishna, from 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. There is no question 
that someone will decide (laughs). Apratihata — 
it will automatically come. If Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu wants, if Krishna wants, no one 
can check it. You should have full faith and pa¬ 
tience. Don't be pessimistic. There is no question 
of pessimism. We should be full of optimism. We 
don't need to bother about these things. Those 
persons who are now blowing their own trum¬ 
pet, beating their own drums, Krishna will fin¬ 
ish them at any time. Don't be disturbed. You 
should have patience and full faith in guru-sadhu- 
sastra. Because it is the material world some dis¬ 
turbances will come up. pade pade vipada — "At 
every step there is danger." And at the same time 
it is Kali-yuga, the age of quarrel and hypocrisy. 
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This world is filled with hypocrites. So some 
hypocrites will come and say, "Oh, I am guru. I 
am sadhu. I am such a great man." He may come 
and beat his own drum, blow his own trumpet, 
and make some politics. It is quite natural. These 
things should not disturb you. Be dhira, don't be 
disturbed. Have full faith in guru-sadhu-sastra. 
Just do your duty as guru has instructed, as it is. 
Present Krishna consciousness as it is. Time will 
change things in the long run. You need not 
be worried. Have patience. Quote sastra and 
the acaryas. Our basis is guru-sadhu-sastra. I 
never say anything different. I always quote 
authority. 

Although he was a householder, Srila 
Prabhupada got the full mercy of Srila 
Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati and Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu. He never spent any time in the 
matha, but he became acarya because he was very, 
very simple, not envious. You cannot put a stamp 
on someone, "You are acarya." Or else the day 
may come to prove that he's not an acarya. 

I will tell you a nice story. Once a jackal fell 
into the blue dye-water of a washerman. The 
jackal became blue. Then he went to the forest 
and declared to everyone, "I am the king of the 
animals." All of the animals said, "Oh yes! He 
is strange looking. He might be king." Thus they 
made the jackal king and he sat on the throne. 
Then when evening came, all of the jackals be¬ 
gan howling, " Youka hou! Youka hou\" So the 
jackal king also started howling, and then ev¬ 
eryone saw, "Oh! He's a jackal! Beat him! He's 
not king!" In this way, he was revealed. We know 
these things, so why we should be disturbed? 
Don't be disturbed. The time will come. Krishna 
and Chaitanya Mahaprabhu will reveal every¬ 
thing. Have patience. 

Question: We can see that envy may be very 
subtle. What is our hope? 

Gour Govinda Swami: We should have full 
faith in guru-sadhu-sastra and we must do our 
service. Some disturbance may come — and it 
will come. It is the nature of this material plane, 
and at the same time Kali-yuga is here. It is very, 
very horrible. But one should have firm deter¬ 
mination and patience. You should not deviate 
in any circumstance. Always pray to guru and 
Lord Chaitanya. They will help you. We are very 
weak, but caitya-guru is in our heart. He will 
give inspiration. For a sincere soul who is very 
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eager to have this, Krishna makes arrangements. 
He knows, "This soul wants this thing." So 
He makes arrangements for it to happen. Is 
there anything impossible for Krishna? It is 
impossible for us, but nothing is impossible 
for Krishna. Our business is to always pray 
to Krishna, Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, and 
Guru Maharaja, "Just help me!" You'll get 
help. Have full faith in this. Don't be desper¬ 
ate. We should be very eager to get this mercy 
and to have association of pure devotees who 
are more advanced than ourselves. Then you'll 
benefit. Sadhu-sanga means you will associ¬ 
ate with a person who is more advanced than 
yourself. Then you will benefit. Otherwise, no 
benefit will come. It may seem impossible to 
get such association. Still, nothing is impos¬ 
sible for Krishna. Krishna will make arrange¬ 
ment. VanT, instructions, are there. When 
nothing is available we should associate with 
instructions and books, and with our sincere 
prayers we will reach Krishna. The day will 
come when you will meet such a person. It's 
impossible for us, but it's not impossible for 
Krishna. But we should always be praying, 
"Krishna, please help me!" Chanting hare 
krsna means the soul is crying, hare krsna hare 
krsna krsna krsna hare hare — "O Krishna's 
sakti Radharani! O Krishna! Please engage me 
in Your service. I am fallen." 
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ayi nanda-tanuja kinkaram 

patitam mam visame bhavambudhau 
krpaya tava pada-pankaja- 

sthita-dhulT-sadrsam vicintaya 

"O Krishna! I am Your kihkara, Your servant! 
But somehow I've fallen into the depths of this 
ocean of nescience. Please shower Your mercy 
on me and accept me as a particle of dust at 
Your lotus feet." (Siksdstaka 5) If the soul is cry¬ 
ing and crying by uttering this hari-nama, “hare 
krsna hare krsna" , if you chant in this way, then 
you'll get the necessary association miraculously 
and unexpectedly. It is impossible for us, but 
nothing is impossible for Krishna. Krishna 
wants that thing. The only lacking is with us. 
Thank you very much.^ 

The Extraordinary Kindness 
of Jahnava Thakurani 

Once while Jahnava-mata (the wife of Lord 
Nityananda Prabhu) and her followers were 
visiting various holy places on the outskirts 
of Vraja, they entered a village on the bank of 
the Yamuna. In that village lived a simple- 
minded brdhmana who had obtained a son in 
his very old age. Unfortunately, the boy had 
died in early childhood and his parents were 
lamenting bitterly. Jahnava Iswari could not 
tolerate their continuous crying, and her heart 
softened in kindness towards them. She 
wanted to touch the dead child, but the 
brdhmana's wife forbade her. Jahnava told the 
mother that since they were vrajavdsis, touch¬ 
ing the child would purify her, even though 
it was dead. When Jahnava caressed the head 
of the dead child with her hand, he at once 
regained his life and looked around him. The 
child bowed at the feet of Sri Iswari and then 
stood up. The parents of the child and the 
other villagers were all astonished by the 
miracle and they bowed at the feet of Jahnava 
Iswari, thanking her in various ways. 
Jahnava assured them that she had nothing 
to do with the miracle but that Krishna Him¬ 
self had restored the boy's life because of the 
grief of the parents. Sri Jahnava displayed 
this same type of kindness at various times 
and places, and then she and her followers 
returned to Vrindavan.^ 

— Srila Narahari Chakravati Thakur's SrT Bhakti-ratnakara 11.223-234 
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Krishna Only 
Knows Vrindavan 

His Divine Grace 

A.C. B HAKTIVEDANT A SWAMI P RABHUP ADA 

Excerpt from a Lecture on 
The Nectar of Devotion, Bombay, 10 J ANUARY 1973 

Krishna is there. You haven't got to 
search out Krishna. He is already 
within you. Simply He wants to see 
whether you are si ncere. That sal I. You 
cannot deceive Chaitanya or Krishna. 
Heisalways present. I n the Bhagavad- 
gita, He is described as anumantd and 
upadrasta, the overseer and permitter. 

Srnvatdm sva-kathah krsnah punya-sravana- 
kirtanah — If you simply hear about Krishna from 
the lips of pure devotees, then it is punya 
[transcendental piety], (Bhag. 1.2.17) Ceto-darpana- 
marjanam bhava-maha-davagni-nirvapanam , it will 
cleanse your heart. (Cc. antya 20.12) 

We have got many dirty things within our heart. 
Krishna is there within and He will personally 
deanseour heart. Then a/erything will be clear. It 
[onl y ] requi resalittlewilli ngness. sthane sthitah sruti- 
gatam tanu-vah-manobhir ye prdyaso 'jita jito 'py asi 
tais tri-lokyam .This statement was gi ven by Brahma, 
and when it was quoted by Ramananda Raya to 
Chaitanya M ahaprabhu, H e accepted. sthane sthitah 
sruti-gatam tanu-vah-manobhir — You may remai n 
in your position. Not that you have to give up your 


household life, to accept sannyasa, orthatyou have 
to do this,or some other thing. No. Remain inyour 
position. Buttry to hear from the proper source and 
try to understand. That will make you so strong 
that although Krishna is ajita, unconquerable, you 
will be ableto conquer Him — ajito'pi... jito'py asi. 

Krishna cannot be conquered by anyone, not 
by the demons, but a devotee can conquer Him. 
Just like Yasodamayi, she has conquered 
Krishna. The whole world is trembling before 
Krishna's prowess, but Krishna is trembling 
before Yasodamayi, or the sti ck [she i s holding], 
Hewantsto be controlled. Because everyone is 
praying, "My dear Lord, oh, you are so great!" 
Everyone prays I ike that, but no one shows his 
stick [to Krishna], But H e wants that. It is also 
enjoyment for Him. Sometimes He is 
disappointed that, "No one wants to show Me 
their stick." Therefore He searches out such a 
devotee who can show Him a stick. Krishna is 
so kind. You can become the mother of 
Krishna, or you can become the father of 
Krishna. What is itto becomeonewith Krishna? 
You become the father of Krishna. The 
mayavadis want to merge i nto the Supreme, but 
wewantto become the father of Krishna. Why 
merge? [The devotee is] more than KrishnalThe 
devotee can beget Krishna! Krishna accepts 
that, "Yes, I shall become your child. I shall be 
controlled by your stick." 

[Krishna's parents] are not ordinary. Weshould 
not think like that. This is ananda-cinmaya-rasa- 
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pratibhava, Krishna's expansion of pleasure 
potency. Krishna wants to be controlled by 
Yasodamayi. Krishna wants to bedefeated by His 
friends. Krishna wants to be refused Radharani's 
darsana. [When] Radharani is angry, she refuses 
[to allow Krishna to see Her], She has ordered the 
sakhis, "Don't allow Krishna to comehere!" [Then] 
Krishna flatters [the sakhis], "Kindly let Me go." 
"No sir, you cannot go." This is Krishna. 

But at the same ti me jaya sn-radha-madhava gopl- 
jana-vallabha — Krishna is gopi-jana-vallabha, He is 
radha-madhava, He is giri-vara-dhan. When the gopts 
and the cow herd boys w ere i n d i stress, H e I ifted th i s 
Govard hana hill, giri-vara-dhan. That i s K ri shna's I ife. 
The gopts, the cowherd boys, and the inhabitants of 
Vrindavan, have sacrificed a/erything. They do not 
know anything but Krishna. Similarly, Krishna does 
not know anything beyond Vrindavan. That is 
Krishna. That is Bhakti-rasdmrta-sindhu, the ocean of 
blissful life. Thank you very much/ 

Hide Your Guru 

In Hari Bhakti Vilasa, verse 2.147, Sri I a 
Sanatan Goswami quotes Sammohana-tantra: 

gopayed devatam istdm gopayed gurum atmanah 
gopayec ca nijarh mantramgopayen nija-mdlikdm 

Oneshould hide one's ista-deva, oneshould hide 
one’s guru, oneshould hideone'smfl«fra, and one 
should hide one's japa-mdld. 

Wise persons keep their valuables in a 
confidential place. Similarly,an intelIigentsM/wfaz 
does not advertise his or her guru, nor do they 
broadcast themselves as disciples of their guru. 
Considering themselves as low, fallen, and unfit 
to beconsidered disciples, sincere devotees do not 
want to advertise who their guru is. 

Srila Krishnadas Kaviraj Goswami has 
illustrated the mood of a devotee and disciple: 

jagdi madhai haite muni se pdpistha 
punsera klta haite muni se laghistha 

I am more si nf u I than J agai and M ad hai and even 
I ower than the worms i n stool. (Cc. adi 5.205) 

Similarly, Thakur Bhaktivinode has stated: 

garhita acare, rahildma map , 

nd karinu sadhu-sahga 
laye sadhu-vesa, ane upadesi, 

e bada mdydra rahga 

Remaining absorbed in abominable activities, I 
never kept company with sad hus. Now I adoptthe 


garb of asadhu and act out the role of instructing 
others. Thisiswwyfl's bigjoke. (Sarandgatil .3) 

Although Thakur Bhaktivinode had so much 
association with elevated vaisnavas, including 
his siksd-guru Jagannath Das Babaji Maharaj, 
he did not flaunt that. Rather, he considered 
that, nd karinu sadhu-sahga — "I have never had 
association with sad hus". 

The essential principle in being a disciple is 
to follow the order of the guru. Srila Krishnadas 
Kaviraj Goswami has described: 

dedryera mata yei, sei mata sdra 
tdhra ajhd lahghi' cale, sei ta' asdra 

The order of the spiritual master is the active 
pri nci pie i n spi ritual I ife. A nyone who disobeys 
the order of the spiritual master immediately 
becomes useless. (Cc. adi 12.10) 

Similarly, it is stated in the Raghu-vamsa: 

sa susruvan mdtari bhdrgavena 
pitur niyogdt prahrtam dvisad-vat 
pratyagrlud agraja-sasanam tad 
ajhd gurundm hy aviedran Tya 

Being ordered by hisfather, Parashuram killed 
hismother, Renuka,justasif shewerean enemy. 
When Lakshman, the younger brother of Lord 
Ramachandra, heard of this, He immediately 
engaged H i mself i n the servi ce of H i s el d er brother 
and accepted H isorders.Theorderofthespiritual 
master must be obeyed without consideration, 
(verse 14.46, quoted in Cc. madhya 10.145) 

Sri I a Thakur Bhaktivinode has described that 
there are two types of disciples, the antarmukha- 
sisyas and the bahirmukha-sisyas. Antarmukha 
literally means "inward-facing". It refers to 
someone who is introspective. Bahirmukha 
literally means "outward-facing", and refers to 
someone who is absorbed in external things. 

Antarmukha-sisyas are desirous of bringing 
pleasure to their guru. Their focus is on 
following the guru's instructions. The 
antarmukha-sisyas practice gopayed gurum 
atmanah. They keep their guru and their 
relationship with him confidential. An 
antarmukha-sisya is not interested in advertising 
himself as a disci pie of his guru, but prefers to 
follow the guru's instructions. His meditation 
is to try to understand what will please his 
guru. The antarmukha-sisya is anartha-mukta- 
avastha, he is free from anarthas. H is vision of 
guru is known as sevya-darsana. He sees that 
guru should be served and pleased. 
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Bahirmukha-sisyas are disci pies who practice the 
opposite of gopayed gurum dtmanah. They are 
absorbed in advertising their guru and in making 
a show of themselves as being big or intimate 
disciples. Such a disciple is also known as guru- 
giri, or one who makes a busi ness out of guru and 
one's rel ati onshi p w i th guru. They are not absorbed 
in the inner intention of guru. Srila Bhaktivinode 
Thakur has described persons who act on such 
an external platform as dharmadhvajis ("religion 
flag-wavers"), meaning those who make a 
hypocritical or pretentious show of religiosity. 

Following the logic of dtmavan manyate jagat 
(everyonethinkslikel do), the bahirmukha-sisyas 
consider that their guru thinks like they do. 
Because they are motivated by the desires for 
fame and adoration they think that their guru 
also wants such things. The bahirmukha-sisyas 
are anartha-yukta-avastha, they have anarthas, 
material desires, in their hearts. Because of those 
anarthas they only see guru i n terms of thei r own 
pleasure. Thisvision is known asbhogya-darsana. 
They think that making a big show of devotion 
will impress their guru and enablethemtocome 
close to their guru. Their idea of guru-bhakti is 
to loudly prod aim to the world, dmarguru jagad- 
guru — "My guru is the best or the only one 
and any other guru is lesser." They think that 
such publicizing will please their guru. 
Neglecting or minimizing their guru's 
instruction regarding the worship of Krishna, 
the bahirmukha-sisyas place more emphasis on 
worshiping their spiritual master. 

In the histories of all the major religions of 
the world it is commonly seen that thefol lowers 
prefer to worship the guru, prophet, or founder 
rather than follow the instructions of that 
prophet to worship the Lord (who is unseen 
and unknown to them). Srila Prabhupada 
addressed this topic on a morning walk in 
Bombay on 29 M arch 1974 when some devotees 
mentioned to himthatsomeof thefollowersof 
Swami Narayan were chanting the name of 
their guru instead of Krishna's name: 

Devotee: I n England they arechanting, "Swami 

Narayan," not "Krishna". 

Prabhupada: Just see. 

Indian man (1): No, they arealso krsna-bhaktas. 

Devotee: How arethey, if they arechanting 

Swami Narayan’sname? 

Indian man (1): They actually work for the 

Krishna only, and they... 
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Prabhupada: N o, no. Krishna recommendssasfra, 
barer nama, barer nama, barer namaiva kevalam. So 
why they should chant "Swami N arayan”? ...In 
theBhagavad-gTta it issaid, satatamklrtayantomam 
— Krishna. Why should one chant any other 
name? Krishna says satatam klrtayanto mam. H are 
Krishna. Not any other name.... But they are 
chanting "Swami Narayan." They’re saying 
Swami N arayan is better than Krishna. What kind 
of preaching is this? ... This is nonsense. People 
will go to the temple and the preacher will say 
that Swami Narayan’snameshould bechanted.... 

I ndian man (2): Swami istheir guru and Narayan 
is God, so both, Prabhupada and Krishna, 
Prabhupada and Krishna, Prabhupada Krishna... 
Prabhupada: But that does not mean they should 
chant [I i ke that], J ust I i ke, we are not i nstructi ng 
our disci pies to chant my name, "Bhaktivedanta 
Swami, Bhaktivedanta Swami.” No. They're 
chanting H are Krishna, bari-tvenasamasta-sdstrair 
uktab — "Guru is respected asgood as Krishna." 
But that does not mean I shall teach them to go 
and chant my name, "Bhaktivedanta Swami, 
Bhaktivedanta Swami, Bhaktivedanta Swami." 
What is this? We are teaching, "Chant Hare 
Krishna.” Harer nama, barer nama... 

— Srila Prabhupada morning walk, 29 March 
1974, Bombay. 

Although the antarmukha-sisyas, who follow 
the instructions of guru, getthefull blessings of 
guru, the bahirmukha-sisyas do not get the 
proper result. In this connection Srila 
Jagadananda Pandit has written: 

gordra ami gordra ami mukhe balile nd cate 
tordra dedra gordra vicara laile pbala phale 

It isnot enough to repeatedly advertise that oneis 
a devotee of Mahaprabhu by saying, "I am 
Gaura’sll amGaura’s!" Rather, those who follow 
the practices taught by Mahaprabhu are 
understood to get the results of being the Lord's 
follower. — Prema-vivarta 8.6 

Sometimes we see that bona fide spiritual 
masters allow themselves to be advertised in 
order to preach. However, this is done in service 
to Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. Such personalities 
are not materially desirousof receiving prestige 
from their disciples. The daksind, gift, that the 
guru wants is jhana-sandesah — the sincere 
search for spiritual knowledge (Bhdg. 11.19.39). 

Astheideal guru, Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu 
has taught us how to pi ease the spiritual master. 
Mahaprabhu instructed His followers: 

yadi dmd prati sneha thdke sabdkdra 
tabe krsna-vyatirikta nd gdibe dra 
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If you really love me, then you should love My 
instructions: Don'tthinkof anything but Krishna. 
Don't utter any name but Krishna. ( Caitanya 
Bhagavat madhya 8.27) 

Understanding that his spiritual master is 
always with Krishna, theantarmukha-sisya knows 
that by chanting Krishna's name he will come 
closer to his guru. In the Vamana-kalpa, Lord 
Brahma explains: 

yo mantrah sa guruh sdksdd yo guruh sa harih svayavi 

One should understand that the mantra one has 
received fromtheguru isidentical with the guru 
and thattheguru isidentical with Lord H ari. (cited 
in Sri I a Jiva Gosw ami's Bhakti-sandarbha, 
anuccheda 237.8) 

Sri I a Rupa Goswami has described: 

atha guroh sn-pada-dvandva-bhaktim 

The holy name gives devotion to th e guru. 
(Padyavali text 24) 

Historically, th e sadhu-samaja, the society of 
sai ntly vaisnavas, has never been i mpressed with 
mere external shows of devotion. They are 
moved, however, when they see the genuine 
vaisnava humility and other good qualities that 
have manifest in a devotee due to that devotee's 
dedication to the instructions and bhajan given 
by guru (guru-nisthd). Hence, introspective 
devotees prefer to keep their guru hidden and 
glorify him by exhibiting exemplary behavior. 
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For some devotees, pushing their guru is an 
easy way to avoi d faci ng the real i ty of thei r ow n 
lack of advancement. They want respect, and 
they think it is easier for them to get it by 
broadcasting themselves as a discipleof a great 
personality than for themselves to manifest the 
qualities of a vaisnava. However, this kind of 
cheating mentality will never attract the 
attention of saintly persons. They are not 
impressed with whom we have taken initiation 
or instructions from. Rather, they want to see 
what is our own level of realization. 

Sincesuch neophytes equate the showing of 
respect to themselves with the showing of 
respect to their guru, when they become 
chastised or fail to receive the honor and 
recognition they want, they accuse the devotees, 
"You haveoffended my guru!" Inthisway, Kali, 
the personification of this age of quarrel and 
hypocrisy, is able to enter the movement of Sri 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu and cause dissension, 
distracting them from their real business of 
chanting and distributing the holy names. 

So Sri I a Sanatan Goswami's instruction 
gopayed gurum atmanah — "one should hide 
one's guru" — is advising devotees to go 
deeper in their relationship with guru by 
basing that relationship on following the 
i nstructi ons about servi ce and bhajan that thei r 
guru has given.' 

The Feast of the Renunciate 

From the Life of Srila Kishor Das Babaji 

Once, on the day before the disappearance of 
Srila Sanatana Goswami, Srila Gour Kishor Das 
Babaji Maharaja called one devotee and said, 
"Tomorrow is Srila Sanatana Goswami’s 
disappearance and wewill haveagrand festival. 
In Nabadwip, none of the Goswamis (temple 
proprietors) observe this festival 
The devotee then said, "How will we be able 
to bring all of the things here which are 
necessary for the feast?" 

Srila Babaji Maharaja answered, "You don't 
have to go anywhere or say anything. Tomorrow 
wewill simply not eat even once and wewill only 
chant Hare Krishna. That will be our festival!"- 

T ran slated by Vyankata dasa Brahmacari from A naran Prabhura Katha, a 
collection of articles written by Srila BhaktisiddhantaSaraswati 
Prabhupada 
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Meeting in Separation 

LettersFrom His Divine Grace 
A.C. B HAKTIVEDANT A S WAMI 
Prabhupada 

The separation, which you are 
feeling on account of my physical 
absence is a good sign. The more you feel such 
separation the more you will be situated in 
Krishna Consciousness. Lord Chaitanya felt this 
separation and His process of approaching 
Krishna isthefeeling of separation. 

— Letter to Ballabhi, 22 April 1967 

I am always thinking of your separation feel¬ 
ings. Please do your duty nicely and Krishna 
will help you in all respects. 

— Letter to Brahmananda, 24July 1967 

My Dear Students, 

PI ease accept my blessings. I am always thinking 
of you, and I am feeling separation. I wish to re¬ 
turn at the earliest opportunity. I cannot stop my 
Western World activities and I have taken leave 
from you for only six months, and it may be that 
on or before I will come to you again. So continue 
youractivitieswithgreatvigor. I shall always pray 
to Krishna for your steady advance, but try to fol- 
low the principles, which are necessary to 
strengthen oneself i n the matter of spi ritual advance. 
Na/er think that I am absent from you. Physical 
presence is not essential; presence by message (or 
hearing) is real touch. Lord Krishna is present by 


H is message, which was delivered 5,000years ago. 
We feel always the presence of our past Acaryas 
simply by their immutable instructions. I hopeyou 
will understand me right and do the needful. 

— Letter to Students, 2 Aug 1967 

I am always feeling separation for you all. Let 
Krishna help us meet again. 

— Letter to M ri nal i ne, 27 A ug 1967 

Your eagerness to get me back in the States 
will surely bea success because I'm also eager 
to return. Tears for Krishna is as good as associ- 
atingwith Him personally. In the spi ritual world 
separation is more valuable than meeting. So 
your feelings and tears of Krishna Conscious¬ 
ness will make you more enriched in spiritual 
advancement. 

— Letter to Janaki, 16 Sept 1967 

In the Bhagavad-gita it is stated that for the 
fixed-up devotee there is one duty. This duty is 
understood through the transparent via media 
of thespi ritual master. It is better to serve Krishna 
and the spiritual master in a feeling of separa¬ 
tion, since sometimes there is risk in the matter 

of direct service. For example,_was 

giving me direct service by massaging, cooking 
for me, and so many other things; but later on 
by dictation of Maya he became puffed up, so 
much so that he thought his spiritual master a 
common man, and was existing only on account 
of his service. This mentality at once pushed him 
down. Of course, thosewho are sincere devotee, 
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they take direct service as an opportunity, but 
the i 11 usory energy i s so strong that it acts on thi s 
doctrine of familiarity breeds contempt. 

_was thinking I was existing on his 

service instead of realizing I was giving him op¬ 
portunity to do me some service. 

— Letter to Madhusudana, 30 Dec 1967 

Yes, the ecstasy of separati on of spi ritual master i s 
a/en greater ecstasy than meeting with him. 

— Letter to Jadurani, 13Jan 1968 

Please be happy in separation. I am separated 
from my Guru Maharaja since 1936 but I am 
always with him so long I work according to 
his direction. So we should all work together 
for satisfying Lord Krishna and in that way the 
feeling of separation will transform into tran¬ 
scendental bliss. 

— Letter to Uddhava, 5 March 1968 

The nice sentiments expressed in your letter 
under reply are very much pleasing to me. When 
I initiated you I accepted you on that very mo¬ 
ment as my daughter. So you are eternally my 
daughter and I am your father. There is no doubt 
about it. And our relationship is based on Krishna 
consciousness; so the more successful you preach 
and help the Krishna consciousness movement, 
the more our relationship in transcendental plat¬ 
form i s f i rm and fixed up. Our business is to chant 
and glorify the holy name of Krishna, and wher¬ 
ever wemay remain, Krishna iswith us. Krishna 
is within your heart and Krishna is within my 
heart, so spi ritually there is no question of separa¬ 
ti on, even physi cal ly we may be i n far d i stant place. 

— Letter to Syama, 30 Aug 1968 

I am so glad to learn that the N ew York devo¬ 
tees are all feeling my separation and you are 
feel i ng al so. Thi s i s very bl i ssful. On the transcen¬ 
dental platform, actually separation is more rel- 
ishablethan meeting. But either separation or 
meeting, the state is always absolute. Actually, 
in the spiritual platform there is no separation, 
but it is different stages of rasa. 

— Letter to Advaita, 6 Oct 1968 

To feel separation from the spiritual master 
or Krishna is a very good position. That 
means, one who is in pure love with Krishna 
and His representative the spiritual master, 
he thinks always of Them. And this thinking 
process is Krishna consciousness. If we can 
think always of Krishna even in separation, 


that is Krishna consciousness. And on the 
absolute platform there is no difference be¬ 
tween separation and meeting. The separa¬ 
tion is also meeting, rather in separation one 
relishes the loving relationship more tasty. So 
don't be disappointed that you are separated 
from me. I am also always thinking of you 
how you are making progress there. 

— Letter to Krishna Das, 21 Oct 1968 

Our meeting and separation in the material 
world is liketheflowing tideof the river. During 
the flowing tide of the river, so many different 
fl oati ng arti cl es meet together, and w ith thefl ow- 
ing they again become separated by the move¬ 
ment of the waves. That is the way of material 
life. But our separation, although it resembles 
exactly in the material way, it is completely dif¬ 
ferent. In the spi ritual world, separation is more 
relishablethan meeting. In other words, in spiri¬ 
tual lifethereisno separation. Separation iseter- 
nal, and meeting is also eternal. The separation 
is simply another feature of meeting. 
— Letter to Brahmananda, 3 April 1969 

So far I am concerned, I do not factually feel 
any separation from my spiritual master be¬ 
cause I am trying to serve H im according to H is 
desire. That should be the motto. If you kindly 
try to fulfill my mission forwhich you havebeen 
sent there, that w i 11 be our constant associ ati on. 

— Letter to Hamsaduta, 22 June 1970 

You are expecting to see me, but I also ex¬ 
pected to seethe London Rathayatra, but you 
made no arrangement, so what can I do? So 
let us meet by sankirtana. I also do not feel 
separation from my guru maharaja. When I 
am engaged in His service His pictures give 
me sufficient strength. 

— Letter to Syamasundara, 19 July 1970 

So far personal association with the guru 
is concerned, I was only with my guru ma¬ 
haraja four or five times, but I have never 
left his association, not even for a moment. 
Because I am following his instructions, I 
have never felt any separation. There are 
some of my godbrothers here in India who 
had constant personal association with 
guru maharaja, but who are neglecting his 
orders. This is just like the bug who is sit- 
ting on the Iap of the king. He may be very 
puffed-up by his position, but all he can 
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succeed in doing is biting the king. Personal 
association is not so important as associa¬ 
tion through service. 

— Letter to Satadhanya, 20 Feb 1972 

I am feeling very intensely your separa¬ 
tion. In 1967 you joined me in San Fran¬ 
cisco. You were driving my car and chant¬ 
ing hare kahea. You werethefirst man to give 
me some contribution ($5000) for printing 
my Bhagavad-g&a. After that, you have ren¬ 
dered very favorable service to Krishna in 
different ways. I so hope at the time of your 
death you were remembering Krishna, and 
as such you have been promoted to the eter¬ 
nal association of Krishna. If not, if you had 
any tinge of material desire, you have gone 
to the celestial kingdom to live with the 
demigods for many thousands of years and 
enjoy the most opulent life of material ex¬ 
istence. From there you can promote your¬ 
self to the spiritual world. But even if one 
fails to promote himself to the spiritual 
world, at that time he comes down again 
on the surface of this globe and takes birth 
in a big family like a yogi's or a brahmaea's 
or an aristocratic family, where there is 
again chance of reviving Krishna Con¬ 
sciousness. But as you were hearing kariea- 
k&tana I am sure that you were directly pro¬ 
moted to kahe a-1 oka. 

janma karma came d ivy am evaa yo vetti tattvatau 
tyaktva dehaa punar janma naiti mam eti so ’rjuna 

(6g. 4.9) 

Krishna has done a great favor to you, not 
to continue your diseased body, and has 
given you a suitable place for your service. 
Thank you very much. ■ 

— Letter to Jayananda, 5 May 1977 

The Glories of Rupa and 
Sanatan Goswamis 

From Sri Bhakti-ratnakara 
(refrain) 

jay a mom prana sandtana-rupa 
agatin-ke gati do-n bhdyd, yoga-yajhake yupa 

(refrain) Glory to Srila Rupa Goswami and 
Srila Sanatan Goswami! They are my breath 
of life. The two brothers are the shelter of 
those with no other refuge. They arethej/wpa 
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(central polein a sacrificial arena) inth eyajha 
of bhakti-yoga. 

urnddvanakesahajamddhun-prema-sudhdkekupa 
karuna-sindhu anathana-bandhu, bhakta-sabhdke bhupa 

They are Vrindavana's well filled with the 
sweet nectar of pure spiritual love. They are the 
ocean of mercy and the f ri end s of those I ost sou I s 
who have no master. In the assembly of devo¬ 
tees they are the kings. 

bhakti-bhagavata matahi dcarana-ki isalasu-cati ira-camupa 
bhuvana-caturdasa-vidita bimala yasa rasandke rasa-tupa 

They are the great generals leading the army 
of preachers who expertly speak on bhakti and 
the Bhdgavatam. Their pure glories are known 
throughout the fourteen worlds, and are nec¬ 
tar for the tongue. 

carana-kamala-komala-rajah chdyd mitata kali-vari-dhupa 
vydsa updsaka sadd updse radha-camna anupa 

The dust of their lotus feet has become the 
vaisnavas' fragrant tilaka. H aving deep reverence 
for Srila Vyasadeva, they always worship Sri 
Radha's peerless lotus feet. 

jay a mom sadhu-siromani rupa-sanatana 
jinke bhakti eka rasa-nibahi, prlta krsna-radha-tana 

(Rdrain) Glory to Srila Rupa Goswami and Srila 
Sanatan Goswami! They are the crest-jewels of 
saintly devotees. They are filled with the nectar of 
devotional love for Sri Sri Radhaand Krishna. 

vrndavanakTsahaja madhuri rauma rauma sukha gdtana 
saba teji' kuhja-keli bhaji'ahar-nisiati anurdga rddha-tana 

Tasting the swediness of residing in Vrindavan, 
they arefi 11 ed w ith bl i ss and thei r bod i I y hai rs stand 
up. Renouncing everything, they worship Vraja's 
forest groves. Day and night they meditate on 
Radha's love for Krishna. 

karuna-sindhu krsna-caitanyake krpdphalT dau bhrdtana 
tina vinu vydsa andthana ye se sukhe taru-varapdtana 

These two brothers brought the mercy of Sri 
Krishna Chaitanya, who is an ocean of com¬ 
passion. Without these two brothers I am help¬ 
less and without a master. Without these two 
brothers, the tree of my happiness has broken 
and fallen to the ground/ 

— Srila Narahari Chakravarti's SrT Bhakti-ratnakara 6.299-305. 
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The Deceitful Preacher 

From the Life ofSrila Gour Kishor Das Babaji 

A brahmacan named Ayatra once came to Gour 
Kishor to perform devotional service. Srila Gour 
Kishor told him, "You should take proper asso¬ 
ciation and you should give up offenses unto the 
lotus feet of the vaisnavas of the Lord." 

Upon hearing this, that brahmacan, did not 
take it in the proper mood. The brahmacan did 
not tell Babaji Maharaja that he was going to 
Radhadesa to collect money by giving dis¬ 
courses on the Srimad Bhagavatam and adver- 
tising himself as a disciple of Srila 
Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur. 

After returning from Radhadesa, the 
brahmacan requested a scholar who lived in 
Nabadwip to teach him Sanskrit grammar. The 
brahmacan thought that if he learned Sanskrit 
grammar then everyone would respect him. He 
also began to think that since Babaji Maharaja 
did not know how to read or write that he 
would be situated above him. 

The brahmacan came to Srila Gour Kishor one 
day and Srila Babaji Maharaja asked him, "Are 
you studying Sanskrit grammar to obtain 
wealth, women, and prestige?" 

Th e brahmacan answered, "I don't have any 
bad intention like that. I'm simply studying so 
that I may understand Srimad Bhagavatam." 
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Srila Gour Kishor Das Babaji then told him, 
"While you were in Radhadesa you saw how 
persons there earn their living by professionally 
reciting Srimad Bhagavatam and thus you have 
become greedy for this. You should give up the 
association of those who are not favorable and 
simply taketo chanting HareKrishnawith devo¬ 
tees of the Lord." 

The brahmacan did not listen to Babaji 
Maharaja's instructions. A few days later, the 
brahmacan again came to Srila Gour Kishor and 
asked him, "Please be merciful unto me." 

Srila Gour Kishor Das Babaji remained quiet for 
sometime, then he said, "You still have not given 
up that desire which you had before?" 

Hearing this, the brahmacan could not exactly 
understand what he meant. The brahmacan then 
left and a little while later many people ap¬ 
proached SrilaGour Kishor and informed himthat 
the brahmacan had some illicit connection with a 
widow. Srila Babaji Maharaja then told them to 
givethefrra/zmacflnthefollowing instruction, "One 
should na/er bring others into the field of his sin¬ 
ful activities." 

Srila Gour Kishor then made them under¬ 
stand that a person who approaches another 
man's wife is very sinful and that improper 
activity and deceitful ness in the outward dress 
of a devotee is no less serious than any sin. The 
character of Srila BhaktivinodeThakura, Srila 
Bhaktsiddhanta Saraswati and Srila Gour 
Kishor Das Babaji was always flawless. They 
never exhibited any type of deceitful activity.' 

— Translated by Vyenkata Das Brahmachari from Amara Prabhura-katha, 

a collection of articles written by Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Prabhupada. 

Obeisances to the Devotees 

tebhyo namo 'stu bhava-varidhi-jlrna-pahka- 
sammagna-moksana-vicaksana-pddukebhyah 
krsneti varna-yugala-sravanena yesam 
anandathur bhavati nartita-roma-vrndah 

I offer my respectful obeisances to the 
devotees of the Lord. Simply by hearing the 
two syllables "Krish-na their bodily hairs 
stand up in ecstasy and they become moved 
to dance in ecstatic bliss. With their sandals 
they expertly extricate the fallen souls 
deeply sunk in the fetid mud of the ocean 
of repeated birth and death.' 

— Sri Autkala. Quoted in text 54 of Srila Rupa Goswami's Padyavali. 

Translated by Sripad Kusakratha Das. Krishna Library. Alachua, Florida. 
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Laughter 

His Divine Grace A.C. 
t Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


1 When a smiling person claps his 
hands and leaps in the air, the smil¬ 
ing expression changes into atihasita, or over¬ 
whelming laughter. An example of atihasita was 
manifested in the following incident. Krishna once 
addressed Jarati thus: "My dear good woman, 
the skin of your face is now slackened, and so 
your face exactly resembles a monkey's. As such, 
the king of the monkeys, Balimukha, has selected 
you as his worthy wife." While Krishna was teas¬ 
ing Jarati in this way, she replied that she was 
certainly aware of the fact that the king of the 
monkeys was trying to marry her, but she had 
already taken shelter of Krishna, the killer of many 
powerful demons, and therefore she had already 
decided to marry Krishna instead of the king of 
the monkeys. On hearing this sarcastic reply by 
the talkative Jarati, all the cowherd girls present 
there began to laugh very loudly and clap their 
hands. This laughter, accompanied by the clap¬ 
ping of hands, is called atihasita. 

Sometimes there are indirect sarcastic remarks, 
which also create atihasita circumstances. An 
example of one such remark is a statement that 
was made by one of the cowherd girls to Kutila, 
the daughter of Jatila and the sister of 
Abhimanyu, the so-called husband of 


Radharani. Indirectly Kutila was insulted by the 
following statement: "My dear Kutila, daughter 
of Jatila, your breasts are as long as string beans 
— simply dry and long. Your nose is so gorgeous 
that it defies the beauty of the noses of frogs. And 
your eyes are more beautiful than the eyes of 
dogs. Your lips defy the flaming cinders of fire, 
and your abdomen is as beautiful as a big drum. 
Therefore, my dear beautiful Kutila, you are the 
most beautiful of all the cowherd girls of 
Vrindavan, and because of your extraordinary 
beauty, I think you must be beyond the attrac¬ 
tion of the sweet blowing of Krishna's flute!" 

— Nectar of Devotion, chapter 45 

From Srila Prabhupada's Life 

When Prabhupada's edition of Caitanya- 
caritamrta, madhya-lila volume 1, was first pub¬ 
lished, devotees were surprised and pleased to 
read about the humorous joking between Lord 
Nityananda and Advaita Acharya during the 
taking of prasadam at Advaita Acharya's house. 
One morning, during a car ride with Srila 
Prabhupada, one of the devotees expressed his 
appreciation for the new volume. 

"There is such nice humor in the Caitanya- 
caritdmrta, Srila Prabhupada." 

"Yes," said Srila Prabhupada, "spiritual life 
is humor also." Then he began to tell a story: 
"Krishna said to one old lady, Nou are so ugly, 
you should marry a monkey.' 

"'No,' said the old lady, 'I have given up all 
material desires. I will marry you, Krishna!' 
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"'Yes! Yes! Yes!' All the gopTs and boys 
clapped and laughed." 

While Prabhupada said this, his eyes lit up 
and he became very animated, laughing at the 
humorous pastimes of Krishna. "So Krishna 
was defeated," said Srila Prabhupada, "by that 
laughing of the gopTs/'^i 

— Prabhupada Nectar volume 1 by Sri Srimad Satsvarupa Das Goswami 

The Bad Desire to be Guru 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati 
Thakur Prabhupada 

It is my Gurudeva who is graciously present 
in all different forms. If he were not graciously 
present in all of these different forms then who 
would preserve me? Those whom my 
Gurudeva made his own are my saviors. But 
may I never have occasion to see the face of 
that wicked person, who is a source of evil, who 
maligns the lotus feet of my Sri Gurudeva or 
who countenances in any way such a slanderer. 

The moment I fall away from the lotus feet of 
Sri Guru or forget them, I certainly fall away 
from the truth. As soon as I fall away from the 
lotus feet of Sri Guru I find myself encompassed 
by innumerable wants. I run in a hurry for my 
bath. I become busy for preventing a cold. I run 
after other occupations different from the ser¬ 
vice of Sri Gurudeva. It is the lotus feet of Sri 
Gurudeva that alone protect me constantly from 
all this attachment for objects other than the 
truth. If I do not remember the lotus feet of Sri 
Guru at the beginning of every new year, every 
new month, every new day, and every new mo¬ 
ment, then I am sure to fall into far greater in¬ 
conveniences. If I do not remember his lotus feet 
then the desire will come to dress myself in the 
garb of the guru. I will become liable to the bad 
desire of seeking to be worshipped by other 
people as guru. It is this which constitutes ad¬ 
diction to things other than the truths 

— Sri Chaitanya's Teachings page 262-263 

The Activities of 
Srila Lokanath Goswami 

Sri Bhakti-ratnakara 

'While taking Srinivas Acharya, Narottam Das 
Thakur, and Syamananda Prabhu on parikrama in 
Vrindavan, Raghava Pandit described the following: 

Beautiful Kisori-kunda is very dear to Kishori 
(Srimati Radharani), the daughter of Maharaja 


Vrishabhanu. Seeing this wonderful place, 
Lokanath Goswami felt great pleasure within 
himself and resided here. There is no end to 
speaking of his renunciation. Sri Radha-vinode 
bestowed Their mercy on him here. Whenever 
he got fruits, roots, sak, or rice, Lokanath 
Goswami would offer them to Sri Radha-vinode 
with great devotion. During the rainy and win¬ 
ter seasons, Lokanath stayed under this tree 
with only an old quilt and very old outer cloth. 
During the rains, Lokanath would keep his 
Lord within the hollow of a tree while he would 
remain outside getting wet. At other times, he 
would happily keep Radha-vinode in an old 
bag hanging on his chest. Remembering the pas¬ 
times of Sri Gaurachandra, he would become 
overwhelmed and cry at this placed 

— Srila Narahari Chakravarti. Translated in Mathura-mandala Parikrama, 

published by Srimad Pundarik Vidyanidhi Das, Vrindavan, 1992. 

Real Intelligence 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 
CONVERSATION, 24 NOVEMBER 1989 

Those who are intelligent never ask Krishna 
for anything. They only want Krishna. Al¬ 
though they may apparently seem to be very 
poor, wretched and distressed, actually they 
are very, very wealthy persons. Therefore they 
are known as maharajas, kings of the kings. 
Great kings come and bow down to them. 

There was once a very opulent king who 
was also very charitable. One day he told all 
of his ministers, commanders, and other of¬ 
ficers working under him, beginning from the 
lowest to the most important officers, "You 
may ask whatever you want from me. I'll give 
you." The ministers, commanders, and other 
important officers requested many opulent 
things. One asked for a good wife. Someone 
else asked for much wealth. Another wanted 
a nice building. So many things! The king also 
had a very low-class person who would clean 
the garbage. He was a very poor sweeper. The 
king asked him, "What do you want?" 

The sweeper said, "O king, I don't want any¬ 
thing. I only want that your lotus feet will touch 
my poor, humble cottage. This is all I want. I 
don't want anything else from you." He was the 
most intelligent person because he didn't ask for 
wealth, a promotion, or any of the other things 
that the others had asked for. He only wanted 
that the king would come to his humble cottage. 
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The king granted his wish: "All right. On a cer¬ 
tain day we'll go." When a king goes somewhere, 
he never goes alone. He goes with all of his para¬ 
phernalia, ministers, and commanders, with great 
pomp and ceremony, and in a grand procession. 
And wherever the king stays, royal palaces should 
be built, otherwise how would the king stay there? 
Thus in order to receive the king, the sweeper's 
humble cottage was transformed into a royal 
king's palace. Consider what this sweeper got and 
what the others got. The sweeper was intelligent. 

Therefore in His Siksdstaka, verse three, 
Mahaprabhu has said: 

na dhanam na janarii na sundanm 
kavitdrii va jagad-Isa kamaye 
mama janmani janmamsvare 
bhavatad bhaktir ahaituki tvayi 

O almighty Lord, I have no desire to accu¬ 
mulate wealth, nor to enjoy beautiful women, 
nor do I want any number of followers. I only 
want the causeless mercy of Your devotional 
service in my life, birth after birth. 

This is an intelligent prarthand, prayer. "I don't 
want anything. I only want to serve Your lotus 
feet." Like the sweeper who only wanted the king 
to place his feet in his home, we should only want 
that Krishna's lotus feet be here. It may seem that 
this is an ugly or a wretched place, but no, it is 
Krishna's place. Brahma-sariihita 5.29 states, 
laksmi-sahasra-sata-sambhrama-sevyamanam — 
innumerable goddesses of fortune will come to 
serve Krishna. Such a person who prays for 
Krishna is the most intelligent person. Krishna is 
puma-brahma — He is completely full. If one has 
Krishna, how will there be any shortage? One 
who understands this has real intelligence.^ 

Displays of Ecstasy 

From the life of Srila Gour Kishor Das Babaji 

One day, a resident of East Bengal who was a 
very wealthy landlord, scholar, brahmana, and 
famous great devotee of the Lord, came along with 
his friend to see Srila Gour Kishor. The landowner 
was so deeply absorbed in devotional ecstasies that 
his friend had to assist him by holding his hand 
when he walked. His friend would hold the 
shoulder of the wealthy landowner because his 
body was trembling so much. When they arrived 
before Srila Gour Kishor, two other persons 
present immediately recognized the wealthy land- 
owner and received him as an advanced devotee 
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of the Lord. They very carefully offered their obei¬ 
sances to him and arranged a sitting place, pray¬ 
ing to him to please be seated. At that time Srila 
Gour Kishor, enacting his pastime of a blind per¬ 
son, said, "Who has come?" The friend of the 
landowner introduced his companion by glorify¬ 
ing the landowner's erudition, devotion, and de¬ 
tachment from material sense gratification, al¬ 
though he possessed unlimited wealth. He de¬ 
scribed how, just one fortnight before, a thief had 
come and stolen forty-five thousand Rupees from 
the landowner's house. Although suffering such 
a setback, the landowner, knowing devotion to 
be the main attachment, had come to obtain Srila 
Gour Kishor's transcendental darsan. The friend 
added, "I am his friend. He has left all material 
sense gratification and keeps only my associa¬ 
tion. You will be able to realize his greatness by 
conversing with him. He once asked me a ques¬ 
tion about a confidential exchange between Sri 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu and Sri Ramananda 
Raya from the Caitanya-caritamrta. I told him 
that only Gour Kishor Das Babaji could prop¬ 
erly answer his question and certainly no one 
else. We have already been to see many learned 
persons in this area and still we cannot come to 
an agreement about the meaning of this con¬ 
versation. We think that only you are able to 
explain it properly." 

After the friend of the great devotee com¬ 
pleted his introduction, Srila Gour Kishor replied, 
"I will tell you a process by which you can un¬ 
derstand the conclusion of this conversation. But 
before trying to understand these confidential 
topics between Lord Chaitanya and Ramananda 
Raya, you should renounce the association of 
this rascal impostor and take shelter of a pure 
devotee of the Lord. You should hear the 
Caitanya-caritamrta one hundred times in the 
association of real devotees of the Lord. In this 
way, being absorbed in devotional ecstasy, you 
will be able to realize the purport of these con¬ 
versations. At the present moment all the devo¬ 
tees here want to perform congregational chant¬ 
ing of the Holy Name of the Lord. We don't have 
time to discuss any other topics." Then Srila Gour 
Kishor very loudly requested everyone to per¬ 
form hari-ndma sahkirtana. Everyone then began 
to congregationally chant the Lord's holy name. 
Hearing the words of Srila Gour Kishor, the 
proud landowner and his friend immediately got 
up and left that place. Later in the evening, when 
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almost everyone had gone, some persons said to 
Srila Gour Kishor, "That very learned landowner 
was absorbed in devotional ecstasy. We could 
not see any manifestation of material conscious¬ 
ness in him. He was devoid of any worldly con¬ 
sciousness." Another person sitting nearby, who 
had always heard that Srila Gour Kishor was 
very open with everyone, said, "That person was 
so immersed in various loving devotional ecsta¬ 
sies that he could not even walk by his own ef¬ 
forts. How is it that you can say he was not on 
the highest level of bhava-bhakti ?" 

Gour Kishor Das Babaji then replied, "Af¬ 
ter speaking with him for a few moments I 
could understand that he had no good inten¬ 
tions in his performance of devotional service. 
One cannot measure the amount of devotion 
a person possesses by the approval of the gen¬ 
eral people. If a person is not serious in his 
devotional practice, then even if he has the 
symptoms of renunciation, detachment, and 
many ecstasies, still he should not be consid¬ 
ered to have real renunciation or detachment. 
As soon as a difficult test comes, then that 
false renunciation will cease. Detachment 
searches out the shelter of those who are ac¬ 
tually fixed in their intentions for devotional 
service. In our practical devotional service we 
should never show anyone our devotional ec¬ 
stasies. One should perform devotional ser- 
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vice in such a way that his deep attachment 
to the Lord will increase within his heart. 
Even if one displays hundreds and hundreds 
of exhibitions of external attachment, the 
Lord will not bless him if he does not develop 
internal loving attachment. If there is actu¬ 
ally a deep loving attitude then Krishna Him¬ 
self will approach and overtake the advanced 
devotee. Krishna is proportionately aloof or 
available to the degree of one's surrender. If 
one is deeply engrossed in devotional attach¬ 
ment to Lord Hari, then even while suffer¬ 
ing distressing diseases or other material mis¬ 
eries he will still remain absorbed in tran¬ 
scendental loving service to the Lord. When 
you can fast and chant Hare Krishna both 
day and night, and when you can always 
cry out in desire for the service of 
Vrishabhanu-nandini Radharani without 
displaying this to others, then Sri Krishna, 
who is very dear to Srimati Radharani, will 
call out for you to take His shelter." 

Like a Chaste Wife 

On another occasion Srila Gour Kishor 
Das Babaji was sitting in his bhajana-kuttr 
in Sri Nabadwip Dham, chanting Hare 
Krishna very loudly. Other persons who 
had assembled there were also chanting. At 
this time, one person came and began to 
display different emotional symptoms, 
such as crying. Some devotees began to 
think that that person had attained the 
highest stage of devotional ecstasy. Srila 
Gour Kishor however immediately re¬ 
quested him to leave. Some of the persons 
assembled there became disturbed at seeing 
this and also left. Srila Gour Kishor then said, 
"One who has actually attained love of 
Godhead will never display the symptoms 
but will always keep them hidden from the 
general people, just as a chaste wife will be¬ 
come very embarrassed if she has to show 
any part of her body, and thus she keeps her 
body very thoroughly covered. In the same 
way, when one has real devotion unto the 
Supreme Lord and becomes elevated to love 
of Godhead, he always feels embarrassed to 
exhibit the symptoms of ecstasy, and thus 
keeps such symptoms unmanifest."^ 

—From Amara Prabhura-katha, a collection of articles written by 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Prabhupada. Translated by 

Vyenkata Das Brahmachari. 
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Simply by Hearing 

Srimad Bhagavatam 4.29.38 

Translation and purport by 

His Divine Grace A.C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami 
Prabhupada 


so 'cirad eva rajarse syad acyuta-kathasrayah 
srnvatah sraddadhanasya nityadd syad adhTyatah 

O best of kings, one who is faithful, 
who is always hearing the glories of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, who 
is always engaged in the culture of 
Krishna consciousness and in hearing of 
the Lord's activities, very soon becomes 
eligible to see the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead face to face. 

PURPORT 

Constant engagement in the transcen¬ 
dental loving service of Vasudev means 
constantly hearing the glories of the Lord. 
The principles of bhakti-yoga—sravanam 
kirtanam visnoh smaranam pada-sevanam / 
arcanam vandanam dasyam sakhyam dtma- 
nivedanam [S.B. 7.5.23] — are the only 
means by which perfection can be at¬ 
tained. Simply by hearing of the glories 
of the Lord, one is elevated to the tran¬ 
scendental position.^ 


Literature Propaganda and 
Transcendental Welfare 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati 

On the evening of 12 Jidy 1936 at the Gaudiya 
Math temple at Bagh Bazaar, Calcutta, Srila 
Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Prabhupada spoke to a 
group of respectable gentlemen. He criticized the popu¬ 
lar idea of daridra-narayana, "poor Narayan", a 
common term in India since before the time of Gandhi 
used by those promoting charitable works with the 
mistaken idea that poor people are directly Narayan. 

We jwas are really poor, no doubt. We are poor 
fivas but we are not poor ndrdyanas. Our poverty 
should be diminished, and to that end wealth 
should be accumulated, but what kind of wealth? 
It is the wealth of krsna-prema, i.e. causeless love 
for the absolute truth — Krishna. And for this, 
we should pray to Him in the same way as a 
vaisnava mahajana prays, in the following lines: 

prema-dhana vind vyartha daridra jwana 
'ddsa' kari' vetana more deha prema-dhana 

Life without love is useless and poor, they say. 
Appoint me in Thy service. Oh Lord, with love 

as my pay. (Cc. antya 20.37) 1 


1 In a play on words, Srila Saraswati Thakur is pointing out 
that we are not daridra-narayana; rather we are daridra-jwana. 
“jwana" means "life". We are not a poverty stricken God. 
Rather, we are tiny souls whose lives are poor, being bereft of 
the supreme wealth of love of Krishna. 
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Our prayer should be of the aforesaid na¬ 
ture. As soon as we feel the necessity for krsna- 
prema we naturally begin to feel dislike for 
everything but Krishna. In absence of this, 
other tendencies and considerations take firm 
hold of our mind, exhorting us to be great 
workers, forgetful of the main object of the 
Pancharatra [Vedic literatures describing the 
process of worship]. 

Now, what course should we adopt with 
regard to our propaganda work in England? 
Mahaprabhu enjoins us to proclaim His Name 
throughout the length and breadth of this 
world — from small hamlets to big cities. At 
present, gross worldly names are in vogue ev¬ 
erywhere — let the transcendental name be 
henceforth proclaimed all over the world! 

We do not belittle the importance of the 
pancharatrik process of establishing temples with 
deities; but we are of the opinion that the higher 
activity is propaganda work. And Mahaprabhu's 
open desire was that the transcendental name 
should be proclaimed everywhere. To that end, 
we think a sufficient number of pamphlets should 
be published. The rich are the so-called big men 
of the world, who are running after fame, females 
and money. They will not listen to our words even 
if we cry hoarse in their ears, so what is the use of 
wasting our time in trying to make them hear? 
We say, therefore, that the line of our propaganda 
work should be to publish a sufficient number of 
pamphlets even at the cost of possible suspension 
of building temples. This will show to them the 
insignificance of the discoveries of truths that have 
been expressed in their philosophies or applied 
sciences, in contrast to the enormity and magni¬ 
tude of the subject matter of our discussions. 

So far about our propaganda work. Now, as to 
the manner in which that work is to be carried 
out. A self-conceited or vainglorious man can 
never successfully carry on propaganda work. 
How will it be possible for him? The Absolute Truth 
never manifests itself to a vainglorious man who 
looks upon himself as the only preacher of truths. 
Such a man can do no good to the world. Of such 
persons, some will be fond of prohibited foods as 
are available at Kalighat and some will be mali¬ 
cious patriots engrossed with considerations of 
their own advantages as opposed to others' inter¬ 
ests. Others will be in the clutches of self-enjoying 
propensities, or its opposite, the tendency toward 
renunciation, with a view to gain self-emolument 


or salvation, while the rest will make a preten¬ 
tious show of bhakti. But none of them will have 
the least idea of the Absolute Truth divested of 
the slightest trace of insincerity and maliciousness. 

Oh, how deplorable it is that the propaganda 
of the Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu, the glorious, 
unique, devotional teaching of India, is stopped 
here, in the very land of its origin. And it is not 
less regrettable to see people suffer under the 
mistaken idea that mere ringing of bells in places 
of worship, or touring of holy places, or ostenta¬ 
tiously reading of holy works like the Bhagavata 
with no other purpose than earning one's liveli¬ 
hood, or playing the role of preceptor by a right 
of heredity only, are sure signs of bhakti, they 
being quite ignorant of the true significance of 
right worship, the true object of pilgrimage, the 
right duty of the proper ways of preceptorship, 
the true culture of theistic works like the 
Bhagavata, and the real difference between 
true and false bhakti. And it is painful to see 
people wasting their valuable time in no bet¬ 
ter work than mischievous, ill-conceived criti¬ 
cisms of others' conduct. They excel only in 
giving advice to others. Their damned mind 
is, no doubt, responsible for this. So every 
morning on rising from bed they should make 
their wicked mind hear the following immor¬ 
tal song of Thakur Bhaktivinoda: 

bhaja re bhaja re amar mana ati manda 
(bhaja) braja-bane radha-krsna-caranaravinda 
(bhaja) gaura-gadadharadwaita guru-nityananda 
(smara) srinivas, haridas, murari, mukunda 
(smara) rupa-sanatana-jiva-raghunatha-dvandva 
(smara) raghava-gopdla-bhatta swarupa-ramananda 
(smara) gosthi-saha karnapura, sena sivananda 
(smara) rupanuga sadhu-jana bhajana-ananda 
(Gltdvali, Bhajana-gitd, song 1) 

In this song the mind is asked, first of all, to 
hold bhajan of Radha-Krishna in Their joyful 
activity in the sacred woodland of Vraja. In 
comparative view, the degrees of excellence 
of the five rasas, from madhurya (consorthood) 
to sdnta (the state in which active service is 
wanting), are gradually lowering. A servitor 
in the last mentioned position (i.e., santa-rasa ) 
is neither actively engaged in bhajan nor 
against it. He will neither oppose bhajan nor 
actively hold it. 

Now, bhajan or bhakti may be of different kinds. 
There is such a thing as micha-bhakti (false bhakti), 
as opposed to suddha-bhakti (unalloyed bhakti); 
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the former kind of bhakti being taken recourse to 
by adherents of karma, who again are followers 
of smrti. And Thakur Narottama Das warns us 
against such false bhakti by saying: 

karmT jnanT michd-bhakta na hd'be taya anurakta 
suddha-bhajanete kara mana 

( Prema-bhakti-candrika 6.18) 

The cult of the so-called social reformers (or 
society makers) of the past or present age is quite 
different from the ideas and principles of bhaktas. 
And the followers of the former are engaged, at 
present, in various movements relating to per¬ 
sonal advantages and self-enjoyment. 

Those agitators, who, leaving aside all consid¬ 
erations of bhakti, are busily engaged in move¬ 
ments for temporal advantages only are doing 
harm to themselves. And their failure to serve 
Krishna, Who is the emporium or rather effigy 
of the endless, immeasurable nectar of love, joys 
and pleasures, bespeaks simply of their ignorance 
of the real state of affairs. And such desistance 
of service to Krishna gradually turns a man into 
an upholder of nirvisesa-vada (i.e. the doctrine of 
the unspecified-ness of the absolute truth). And 
what can be more deplorable for mankind than 
such misfortune! So, to counteract the aforesaid 
tendencies in us, we should sing every morning, 
advising our wicked mind to hold bhajan, which 
is impossible if we be unmindful of the dictum: 

trnad api sumcena taror iva sahisnund 
amdnind manadena kirtamyah sada harih 

— which means that hari-kirtana should be 
continued ceaselessly and with the humility 
of low grass. 

Now, what is the object of our bhajan? It is 
only the holy feet of Radha-Krishna, roam¬ 
ing about freely in the woodland of Vraja. 
And what should be our line of conduct in 
holding bhajan? Mahaprabhu's advice to Srila 
Das Goswami in this connection, is as follows: 

grdmya-kathd na sunibe, gramya-vartd na kahibe 
bhdla na khdibe dra bhdla na pdribe 

amdnl mbnada hasa krsna-ndma sada la'be 
vraje rddhd-krsna-seva mdnase karibe 

Have no worldly talk, nor pay heed to it. 

Wear no good clothes, nor rich food eat. 

Have krsna-ndma always, humbly, on your 
tongue. 

Serve Radha-Krishna in the closet of the mind, 
all day long. (Cc. antya 6.236-237) 
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In the aforesaid verse, the first two advices 
are in the negative and the remaining two are 
in the affirmative. By "vraja-sevd" Mahaprabhu 
means service to Krishna by one who has a tran¬ 
scendental body and whose self-realization is 
complete. People ignorant of this generally turn 
into mental speculators and cannot rightly un¬ 
derstand the teachings of the Gaudiya Math. A? 

— From the anthology Srila Prabhupada's Discourses, quoted in 

Gaudiya Vaisnava Biographies, Nectar Books, Union City GA, USA. 

SrI Guru-VandanA 

By the poet Sri Sanatan Das 

Although the following song is found in many 
Bengali Gaudiya Vaisnava songbooks, neither 
scholars nor devotees seem to anything about the 
author other than his giving of his name as "Sanatan 
Das" in the last line. This Sanatan Das is almost 
certainly not the same as Srila Sanatan Goswami, as 
the poem is written in Bengali and there is no record 
of any writings of Srila Sanatan Goswami in Bengali. 

This beautiful song focuses on aspects of guru- 
tattva and sisya-kartavya (the transcendental 
position of guru and the duty of a disciple) which 
are not found in either the Guru-vandana of Srila 
Narottam Das Thakur or the Gurvastaka of Srila 
Visvanath Chakravarti. 

dsraya kariyd vandoh sn-guru-carana 
jdhd haite mile bhdi krsna-prema-dhana 

Taking refuge of Sri Guru, I bow at his 
feet. Oh brother, by this the treasure of 
krsna-prema is attained. 

j Tver a nistara Idgi nanda-suta-hari 
bhuvane prakasa hana guru-rupa dhari 

For the deliverance of the jlvas, Nanda's son 
Sri Hari is manifest in the world, assuming 
the form of Sri Guru. 

mahimdya guru krsna eka kari jdna 
guru-djhd hrde saba satya kari mana 

Know that in glory guru and Krishna are 
one. Accept Sri Guru's orders in your heart, 
considering them to be the divine reality. 

satya-jhdne guru-vdkye ydhdra visvdsa 
avasya tahara haya vraja-bhume vasa 

Whoever has firm faith in the divine 
wisdom of Sri Guru's words resides eter¬ 
nally in Vrajabhumi. 
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yara prati gurudeva hana parasanna 
kona vighne seho nahi haya avasanna 

Whoever courts the pleasure of Sri 
Gurudeva in all respects will not become dis¬ 
heartened by any obstacles. 

krsna rusta haile gum rakhibare pare 
guru rusta haile krsna rakhibare ndre 

If one makes Krishna angry, Sri Guru can 
protect him, but if one makes Sri Guru angry, 
even Krishna cannot protect him. 

gum mdtd guru pita guru hana pati 
guru vind e-samsdre nahi ara gati 

Sri Guru is our mother, father, lord and 
master. Without Sri Guru there is no other 
recourse in this world of transmigratory ex¬ 
istence. 

guruke manusya-jhana nd kara kakhana 
guru ninda kabhu karne nd kara sravana 

Never for a moment consider Sri Guru to 
be an ordinary mortal, and never lend an ear 
to any defamation of Sri Guru. 

guru nindukera mukha kabhu nd heribe 
yathd haya guru-nindd tathd nd ydibe 

Do not even look to the face of one who 
vilifies Sri Guru, and do not go to any place 
where Sri Guru is criticized. 
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gurura vikriyd yadi dekhaha kakhana 
tathapi avajhd nahi kara kadacana 

Even if you observe at any time some 
forbidden activity performed by Sri Guru, 
still you should never for a moment hold 
him in disregard. 

guru pada-padme rahe yara nistha-bhakti 
jagat tdrite sei dhare maha-sakti 

Whoever maintains unflinching devotion to 
Sri Guru's lotus feet possesses the power to 
deliver the entire world. 

hena guru pada-padma karaha vandand 
ydhd haite ghuce bhdi sakala yantrand 

O brother, for whoever bows down to 
the lotus feet of Sri Guru, all afflictions 
are terminated. 

guru pada-padme nitya ye kare vandand 
sire dhari vandi ami tahhdra carana 

I hold upon my head and bow down to the 
feet of whoever constantly makes obeisance 
at the lotus feet of Sri Guru. 

sn-guru-carana-padma hrde kari asa 
sn-guru-vandana kare sandtana dasa 

Desiring the lotus feet of Sri Guru 
within his heart, Sanatan Das makes this 
guru-vandand 

— Translated by Kisori Vinoda Das. 

Drink the holy name 

The Hare Krishna maha-mantra is very 
popular in Orissa. To this day one can find 
active klrtana groups in most villages. 
Cari-prahara (12 hour), asta-prahara (24 
hour), and sola-prahara (48 hour) klrtana 
is common to observe various festivals. It 
is common in Orissa in Hindu society that 
the bride is initiated into the mahd-man- 
tra during the wedding ceremony. 

There is a nice song they sing about the 
maha-mantra: 

rdma ndma laddua krsna-ndma ghl 
hari ndma khanda kslra ghori ghori pi 

"Rama's name is a laddu, Krishna's name is 
ghee, and the name of Hari is sweet rice — 
mix them all together and drink!"gy 




